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Taxicab  Commission 


September  24,  2007  -  Rules  &  Regulations  Subcommittee 

RULES  AND  REGULATIONS  SUBCOMMITTEE 


September  24,  2007  at  10:00  a.m. 
City  Hall,1  Dr.  Carlton  B.  Goodlett  Place 
Room  421 


online  services  I  search 


DOCUMENTS  DEPT. 

SEP  2  1  2007 


SAN  FRANCISCO 
PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


1.  Call  to  Order/ Roll  Call 

2.  General  Public  Comment  (Please  limit  public  comment  to  items  not  on 
the  agenda) 

3.  Consideration  of  Requests  for  Changes  to  or  Verification  of  Current 
Taxicab/ Ramped  Taxi  Rules  &  Regulations,  Housekeeping  &  General 
Matters  [DISCUSSION  AND  POSSIBLE  ACTION;  EXPLANATORY  DOCUMENTS] 

4.  Adjournment 


*  / 


09-; 


ACCESSIBLE  MEETING  POLICY 


Accessible  seating  for  persons  with  disabilities  (including  those  using 
wheelchairs)  will  be  available. 

Individuals  who  are  unable  to  attend  the  meeting  but  would  like  to 
comment  on  an  agenda  item  may  do  so  by  calling  (415)  554-9632 
during  the  meeting.  When  the  item  you  wish  to  comment  on  is 
heard,  you  must  state  at  that  time  you  wish  to  speak. 

Upon  request,  American  Sign  Language  interpreters  and/or  sound 
enhancement  systems  will  be  available.  Please  contact  the  Taxi 
Commission  at  (415)  503-2180,  at  least  72  hours  prior  to  the  meeting. 
Late  requests  will  be  honored  if  possible. 

Upon  request,  minutes  of  meetings  are  available  in  alternative 
formats.  If  you  require  the  use  of  a  reader  during  a  meeting,  please 
contact  the  Taxi  Commission  at  (415)  503-2180,  at  least  72  hours  prior 
to  the  meeting.  Late  request  will  be  honored  if  possible. 

Individuals  with  severe  allergies,  environmental  illness,  multiple 
chemical  sensitivity  or  related  disabilities  may  call  the  Taxi  Commission 
at  (415)  503-2180  to  discuss  meeting  accessibility.  In  order  to  assist  the 
City's  efforts  to  accommodate  such  people,  attendees  at  public 
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meetings  are  reminded  that  other  attendees  may  be  sensitive  to  various 
chemical  based  products.  Please  help  the  City  to  accommodate  these 
individuals. 

The  closest  accessibleBART  station  is  located  in  the  Civic  Center  at 
Market  and  Eighth  Streets.  Accessible  MUNI  lines  serving  this  location 
are  Nos.  42  and  90.  For  information  about  MUNI  accessible  services, 
call  (415)  923-6142. 

Accessible  parking  is  available  at  the  following  locations:  two  (2) 
designated  blue  curb  spaces  on  the  southwest  corner  of  McAllister 
Street  at  Van  Ness  Avenue;  and  the  Performing  Arts  Garage  (entrance 
on  Grove  Street  between  Franklin  and  Gough  Streets,  immediately 
behind  the  San  Francisco  War  Memorial  and  Performing  Arts  Center). 

KNOW  YOUR  RIGHTS  UNDER  THE  SUNSHINE  ORDINANCE 

Government's  duty  is  to  serve  the  public,  reaching  its  decision  in  full 
view  of  the  public.  Commissions,  boards,  councils  and  other  agencies 
of  the  City  and  County  exist  to  conduct  the  people's  business.  The 
Sunshine  Ordinance  assures  that  deliberations  are  conducted  before 
the  people  and  that  City  operations  are  open  to  the  people's  review. 
For  more  information  on  your  rights  under  the  Sunshine  Ordinance 
(Chapter  67  of  the  San  Francisco  Administrative  Code)  or  to  report  a 
violation  of  the  ordinance,  contact  Adele  Destro,  Interim 
Administrator  by  mail  to  Sunshine  Ordinance  Task  force,  City  Hall,  1 
Dr.  Carlton  B.  Goodlett  Place,  Room  244,  by  phone  at  (415)  554-7724, 
by  fax  at  (415)  554-7854  or  by  e-mail  at  sotf@sfsov.org 
Citizens  interested  in  obtaining  a  copy  of  the  Sunshine  Ordinance  can 
request  a  copy  from  Ms.  Adele  Destro  or  by  printing  Chapter  67  of  the 
San  Francisco  Administrative  Code  on  the  Internet,  at 
http://www.amlegal.com/sanfran/viewcode.htm 

SAN  FRANCISCO  LOBBYIST  ORDINANCE 

Attention:  Individuals  and  entities  that  influence  or  attempt  to 
influence  local  legislative  or  administrative  action  may  be  required  by 
the  San  Francisco  Lobbyist  Ordinance  [SF  Campaign  &  Governmental 
Conduct  Code  §  2.100]  to  register  and  report  lobbying  activity.  For 
more  information  about  the  Lobbyist  Ordinance,  please  contact  the  San 
Francisco  Ethics  Commission  at  30  Van  Ness  Avenue,  Suite  3900,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94102;  telephone  (415)  581-2300;  fax  (415)  581-2317; 
web  site:  sfgov.org/ethics. 

WARNING 

The  ringing  of  and  use  of  cell  phones,  pagers,  and  similar  sound-producing  devices 
are  prohibited  at  this  meeting.  Please  be  advised  that  the  Chair  may  order  the 
removal  from  the  meeting  room  of  any  person(s)  responsible  for  the  ringing  or  use 


http :  //www .  sfgo  v .  org/site/taxicommission_page.  asp?id=6  8165 


9/21/2007 


San  Francisco  SFGov:  Taxicab  Commission:  September  24,  2007  -  Rules  &  Regulations  ...    Page  3  of  3 


of  a  cell  phone,  pager,  or  other  similar  sound  producing  electronic  devices.  (  San 

Francisco  Administrative  Code,  sec.  67 A.  1 ) 
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Taxicab  Commission 


September  24,  2007  -  Rules  &  Regulations  Subcommittee 

MEMORANDUM 


DOCUMENTS  DEPT. 

SEP  2  1  2007 


To:  Rules  Subcommittee  Members 
From:  Jordanna  Thigpen 
Date:  September  20,  2007 


Re:  Recommended  Rule  Changes  -  September  24,  2007  Agenda 


Consideration  of  various  Rules  &  Regulations  is  made  easier  by  dividing  the  agenda 
into  the  four  sections.  Staff  has  recommendations  on  each  section. 

There  are  also  general  changes  and  housekeeping  changes  that  need  to  take  place, 
such  as  correcting  typographical  errors  and  ensuring  that  Taxi  Commission  officers  are 
entitled  to  inspect  documents  along  with  police  officers,  to  assist  in  the  transfer  of 
administrative  functions  from  Taxi  Detail.  These  are  minor  changes  which  appear  in  a 
variety  of  rules  and  do  not  affect  the  substance  of  the  rule. 


There  are  several  rules  which  have  been  controversial  at  the  Taxi  Commission  because 
for  years,  they  were  not  enforced,  but  in  the  recent  past,  safety  concerns  have  given 
rise  to  enforcement. 


Rule  4.A.9  provides  as  follows: 

Medallion  Holders  shall  ensure  that  the  taxicab  operating  under  the 
medallion  issued  to  them  begins  and  ends  all  shifts  at  their  color 
scheme's  place  of  business,  except  with  the  approval  of  the  Taxicab 
Commission  or  their  designee  for  "formal  employee  operations." 
When  the  taxicab  is  not  employed,  Medallion  Holders  shall  either 
leave  the  vehicle  at  the  color  scheme's  place  of  business  or  at  an 
alternative  location  approved  by  the  Taxi  Detail  that  is  off  the  public 
street  and  sidewalk.  Each  request  for  the  use  of  an  alternative  site 
must  be  made  in  writing.  Medallion  Holders  shall  ensure  that  all 
waybills,  reports,  and  found  property  are  turned  in  at  the  Taxi 
Company  premises  at  the  conclusion  of  each  shift.  Waybills  shall  be 
retained  for  a  period  of  three  (3)  years  at  the  principal  place  of 
business. 

There  are  also  Rules  5.B.6  and  5.B.7  pertaining  to  a  color  scheme's 
responsibility  to  ensure  on-property  shift-changing. 

Rules  4.A.9,  5.B.6,  and  5.B.7  were  enacted  for  several  reasons.  Primarily,  these  rules 
protect  the  medallion  holders  and  drivers  who  need  to  change  shifts  in  a  secure 
location.  Shift  changing  off  property,  without  permission  and  without  restriction, 
leads  to  dangerous  situations.  Many  medallion  holders  admit 
to  shift-changing  at  their  own  or  their  drivers'  residences.  This  opens  them  up  to 
robbery,  accidents,  and  other  problems.  In  2006,  a  Yellow  Cab  driver  suffered  a  tragic 
death  when  he  shift-changed  inRichmond  ,  California  . 


Section  4:  Medallion  Holders 
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Additionally,  these  rules  were  enacted  because  the  Taxi  Commission  inspects  and 
regulates  each  color  scheme's  place  of  business.  The  Taxi  Commission  can  inspect  an 
approved  off-site  location  if  necessary,  but  without  a  request  and  granting  of 
permission,  there  is  no  control  over  the  location.  Safety  concerns  are  paramount. 

Recently  several  medallion  holders  were  admonished  for  violation  of  this  rule,  and  a 
color  scheme  was  also  admonished.  We  have  also  received  many  complaints  from 
members  of  the  public  about  taxicabs  parking  on  the  streets  overnight  and  taking  up 
valuable  residential  parking  spaces. 

Another  issue  that  arises  is  that  there  is  a  lack  of  control  over  business  practices  when 
people  are  allowed  to  shift-change  on  other  properties.  This  manifested  most  recently 
in  the  Union  Cab  case,  where  rampant  violations  were  occurring  along  with  a 
relationship  between  a  large  color  scheme  and  Union  Cab  that  was  made  possible  in 
part  by  shift-changing  on  Union 's  property. 

Staff  recommends  minor  amendments  to  the  above-listed  rules  -  substituting  "Taxi 
Commission"  for  "Taxi  Detail"  in  each  rule  -  thus  requiring  that  the  permission  and 
notification  process  come  only  from  the  Taxi  Commission.  This  is  in  keeping  with  the 
voter  mandate  that  the  Taxi  Commission  continue  to  assimilate  administrative 
functions  from  Taxi  Detail. 


Staff  strongly  recommends  leaving  Rules  4.A.9  (and  5.B.6  and  5.B.7)  in  place 
with  only  the  minor  changes  noted  and  enhancing  enforcement  of  these  very 
important  rules.  


Rule  4.A.10 

Another  very  important  rule  is  Rule  4. A.  10.  This  rule  states  as  follows: 

Unless  their  taxicab  is  out  of  service,  all  Medallion  Holders  must  drive 
their  own  medallion  number  taxicab  when  complying  with  the  full 
time  driving  requirement  provisions  of  Appendix  F,  Section  2  (B)  of 
the  San  Francisco  Charter. 

There  are  currently  disciplinary  cases  pending  involving  this  rule  and  several 
medallion  holders  were  admonished  for  violating  this  rule. 

Some  medallion  holders  claim  that  when  they  arrive  at  the  lots  to  fulfill  their 
Proposition  K  driving  requirement,  their  medallion  is  not  available.  Others,  however, 
have  made  it  clear  to  the  company  that  they  will  not  use  that  color  scheme  unless 
their  cab  is  available.  These  medallion  holders  have  been  in  compliance  with  this  rule 
for  years  without  issue. 

This  rule  is  absolutely  necessary  to  ensure  appropriate  enforcement  of  safety  rules 
and  to  track  medallion  holders'  Proposition  K  fulfillment.  Only  medallion  holders  have 
the  leverage  to  ensure  that  the  vehicle  is  properly  maintained  and  in  safe  condition. 
Only  medallion  holders  can  take  their  medallion  to  another  company  if  their  requests 
for  safety  improvements  or  regulatory  compliance  are  ignored. 

In  fact,  only  Medallion  Holders  can  demand  that  they  receive  their  own  taxicab  when 
they  arrive  for  their  regularly  scheduled  shifts  to  comply  with  the  driving 
requirement.  Apparently  some  medallion  holders  have  either  not  known  of  this 
requirement  or  have  ignored  it,  despite  the  fact  that  it  has  been  in  the  Rules  for  over 
a  decade.  No  circumstances  have  changed  since  this  rule  was  put  into  place  - 
apparently  backed  by  sound  reasoning.  According  to  Taxi  Detail  records,  this  law  has 
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been  enforced  and  individuals  have  been  admonished  in  the  past  for  violations  - 
regardless  of  what  statements  may  have  been  made  at  Taxi  Commission  hearings. 

Thus,  staff  proposes  the  following  amendment  to  Rule  4. A.  10  (in  italics): 

Unless  their  taxicab  is  out  of  service  and  use  of  a  spare  has  been 
approved,  all  Medallion  Holders  must  drive  their  own  medallion 
number  taxicab  when  complying  with  the  full  time  driving 
requirement  provisions  of  Article  16,  Municipal  Police  Code  §  1081(f). 
Shifts  driven  in  another  medallion  number  taxicab  will  not  be 
counted  towards  fulfilling  the  Proposition  K  driving  requirement. 

Rule  4.C.1  provides  as  follows: 

Every  Medallion  Holder  and  Color  Scheme  Holder  shall  limit  the  layers 
of  medallion  or  permit  leases  to  three  (3)  layers  (e.g.  Medallion 
Holder  to  Color  Scheme  to  driver.)  No  Taxicab  Driver  may  lease  a 
permit  or  medallion,  either  on  a  per  shift  basis  or  for  any  term  of 
time  from  anyone  other  than  the  Medallion  Permit  Holder  or  the  Color 
Scheme  Company  under  which  the  permit  or  medallion  is  operating. 

This  rule  also  applies  verbatim  to  Color  Schemes  under  Rule  5.K.1. 

The  Taxi  Commission  has  received  reports  of  various  levels  of  individuals 
operating  vehicles  in  what  is  essentially  an  underground  economy,  on 
contracts  which  are  void  under  the  law  since  they  are  based  on  illegality. 

Reports  abound  that  medallion  holders  are  leasing  to  "managers"  or  "brokers" 
who  then  lease  to  still  other  individuals  who  are  then  leasing  to  drivers.  In 
other  cases,  color  schemes  lease  to  these  managers,  who  then  maintain  a 
roster  of  drivers. 

With  multiple  lease  levels,  the  regulatory  power  of  the  Commission  dwindles. 
Some  of  the  drivers  who  are  involved  with  these  leases  end  up  paying  very 
high  gate  fees,  sometimes  in  excess  of  $125.  In  other  cases,  regular  "gas  and 
gate"  drivers  are  required  by  these  "managers"  or  "brokers"  to  provide 
monies  for  worker's  compensation,  liability  insurance,  vehicle  maintenance, 
and  other  expenses  which  are  usually  borne  by  the  medallion  holder  or  his 
color  scheme  (and  which  may  already  be  borne  by  them,  resulting  in 
unnecessary  double  fees  and  possible  illegal  insurance  "brokering".)  The 
drivers  at  the  end  of  the  lease  line  end  up  bearing  the  economic  burden  for 
the  other  individuals  "affiliated"  with  a  single  medallion. 

In  addition  taxi  companies  are  able  to  absolve  themselves  of  responsibility  for 
managing  these  permits  by  claiming  lack  of  control.  This  further  weakens  the 
Commission's  regulatory  power  over  issues  of  importance  such  as  worker's 
compensation. 

Staff  proposes  amending  Rules  4.C.1  and  5.K.1  as  follows: 

Every  Medallion  Holder  and  Color  Scheme  Holder  shall  ensure  that  all 
drivers  are  operating  a  permit  only  under  daily  "gas  and  gate" 
agreements  with  the  Color  Scheme  with  which  the  permit  is 
associated.  No  long-term  leases,  affiliations,  or  other  agreements  are 
permitted.  No  Taxicab  Driver  may  operate  a  permit  or  medallion 
unless  he  or  she  is  operating  it  pursuant  to  a  daily  "gas  and  gates" 
agreement  with  a  Color  Scheme. 
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Staff  proposes  amending  Rule  6.A.1 1  as  follows: 

No  Taxicab  Driver  may  operate  a  permit  or  medallion,  unless  such 
operation  is  pursuant  to  a  daily  "gas  and  gates"  agreement  with  the 
Color  Scheme  with  which  the  permit  or  medallion  is  associated. 

Section  5:  Color  Schemes 

The  Audit  Procedure:  Current  Problems 

In  the  past  there  has  been  criticism  of  the  method  by  which  the  audit  is  conducted.  In 
the  past,  Taxi  Detail  officers  would  go  to  a  color  scheme  and  conduct  the  Proposition 
K  waybill  audits  in  person.  Unfortunately,  the  Taxi  Commission  does  not  have  the 
resources  to  have  staff  out  of  the  office  for  so  many  days.  Additionally,  original 
waybills  must  be  preserved  as  evidence. 

There  are  two  methods  by  which  the  waybills  can  be  brought  to  the  Taxi  Commission 
offices.  Taxi  Commission  staff  can  go  in  person  to  a  color  scheme  and  pick  up  the 
boxes  of  waybills.  Or,  color  schemes  can  be  responsible  for  bringing  them  down  to 
Taxi  Commission  offices. 

There  have  been  complaints  that  waybills  have  not  been  returned  in  a  timely  manner. 
Taxi  Commission  staff  will  strive  to  return  all  waybills  within  thirty  days,  except  in 
cases  where  original  waybills  must  be  retained  as  evidence  for  the  disciplinary 
process. 

A  major  problem  for  Taxi  Commission  staff  has  been  color  schemes'  and  medallion 
holders'  presentation  of  disorganized  waybills.  In  some  cases  drivers  and  medallion 
holders'  waybills  have  been  mixed  together,  and  years  have  been  mixed  together. 
Organizing  the  waybills  by  driver  and  by  date  wastes  Taxi  Commission  time  and 
resources.  Color  schemes  that  do  not  have  their  waybills  in  order  should  be  assessed 
administrative  penalties. 

Rule  5. H.  10  currently  provides: 

Every  Color  Scheme  Holder,  Medallion  Holder,  and  Taxicab  Driver 
shall  use  the  waybill  format  as  prescribed  by  the  Taxicab  Commission 
or  their  designee.  Color  Schemes  will  devise  their  own  waybill  filing 
system  and  present  waybills  to  the  Taxicab  Commission  or  their 
designee  within  twenty-four  (24)  hours  of  notification.  Pursuant  to 
Section  1121(f)  of  the  San  Francisco  Police  Code,  Color  Scheme 
Holders  ("Color  Schemes")  shall  maintain  and  retain  waybill  records 
for  no  less  than  six  (6)  years  to  document  that  driving  performed  by 
drivers  of  taxicabs  and  ramped  taxis  affiliated  with  the  Color  Schemes 
have  met  the  specific  driving  requirements  mandated  by  Section  1121 
(b).  Color  Schemes  shall  maintain  at  minimum  the  most  recent  twelve 
(12)  months  of  waybills  in  traditional  hard-copy  format.  Color 
Schemes  may  store  waybills  more  than  twelve  (12)  months  old  in  a 
reasonably  secure  electronic  form  and /or  on  a  computer  storage 
diskette,  and  duplicate  copies  of  the  electronic  record  shall  be  given 
to  drivers  for  each  year  of  record.  Failure  of  the  Color  Scheme  to 
comply  with  the  regulations  shall  not  excuse  a  Permit  Applicant  from 
the  driving  requirement,  or  relieve  a  Permit  Applicant  from  the 
burden  of  proving  that  he  or  she  has  satisfied  the  requirement. 

Staff  proposes  amending  5.H.10  as  follows  (amendments  in  italics): 

...Color  Schemes  will  devise  their  own  waybill  filing  system  and 
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present  waybills  to  the  Taxicab  Commission  or  their  designee  within 
twenty-four  (24)  hours  of  notification.  The  waybill  filing  system  shall 
ensure  that  waybills  are  organized  numerically  or  alphabetically  by 
medallion  holder  and  by  day  and  month  for  each  medallion  holder. 
Color  Schemes  who  fail  to  comply  with  this  requirement  may  be 
assessed  an  administrative  penalty.  The  Commission  will  inspect  the 
waybills  and  may  retain  any  waybills  that  are  necessary  to  pursue  a 
disciplinary  case.  Pursuant  to  Section  1 121  (f)... 

Currently,  Rule  5.H.10  provides  that  medallion  holders  shall  use  the  waybill  format 
prescribed  by  the  Taxi  Commission  (as  quoted  above)  but  this  Rule  is  in  the  Color 
Scheme  Section  and  not  in  the  Medallion  Holder  section.  Most  medallion  holders  are 
using  the  same  type  of  form  for  their  waybills,  although  the  forms  vary  slightly  from 
company  to  company.  While  standardization  would  be  nice,  it  would  likely  put  the 
companies  to  greater  expense  for  what  amounts  to  a  minor  detail,  so  a  standardized 
waybill  is  not  recommended  at  this  time.  However,  the  Commission  should  prescribe 
that  the  standard  format  include  a  time  in/time  out  stamp  from  a  Taxi  Commission- 
issued  mechanical  time  stamp  device  or  from  a  computer.  Currently  only  two  color 
schemes  use  computers. 

Companies  which  do  not  currently  have  computerized  time  stamps  should  be  required 
to  purchase  mechanical  time  stamps,  which  range  in  price  from  $100  to  $300,  and 
provide  a  sample  of  that  time  stamp  to  the  Taxi  Commission.  The  Taxi  Commission 
can  approve  a  list  of  possible  vendors  for  these  stamps  in  the  same  manner  that  the 
security  cameras  were  approved.  Companies  can  notify  the  Taxi  Commission  which 
vendor  they  have  selected  when  they  provide  a  sample  of  the  time  stamp. 

Alternatively,  and  this  may  be  a  larger  discussion,  there  is  currently  technology  on  the 
market  that  provides  for  biometric  (thumbprint)  identification  to  ensure  that  the 
medallion  holder  is  actually  driving  and  complying  with  Proposition  K.  A  sample  of 
such  technology  is  attached  to  this  memorandum;  this  model  sells  for  about  $279. 
This  would  provide  assurance  that  medallion  holders  are  actually  obeying  the  law. 

Staff  also  proposes  adding  the  following  provision: 

Rule  4.A.  13:  All  Medallion  Holders  shall  use  the  waybill  format 
prescribed  by  the  Taxi  Commission  or  their  designee.  Waybills  shall 
be  completed  in  indelible  ink,  and  shall  include  the  medallion 
holder's  signature  at  the  commencement  of  this  shift  as  well  as  the 
"A"  card  number  and  total  number  of  hours  worked.  Waybills  shall  be 
time-stamped  with  the  time  in  and  the  time  out  with  a  Taxi- 
Commission  issued  mechanical  time  stamp  device  or  by  a 
computerized  time  stamp  if  permission  is  granted  in  writing  from  the 
Taxi  Commission  to  use  a  computerized  time  stamp.  This  waybill  is  to 
be  filed  at  the  Color  Scheme  Holder's  principal  place  of  business  at 
the  conclusion  of  each  shift.  Waybills  that  do  not  comply  with  this 
requirement  will  not  be  counted  towards  the  Medallion  Holder's 
driving  requirement. 

Section  6:  Drivers 

As  noted  above,  staff  proposes  creating  an  industry-wide  gas  and  gates  system  to 
eliminate  the  problems  with  brokers,  long-term  leasing,  and  rampant  fraud. 

Staff  proposes  amending  Rule  6.A.1 1  as  follows: 

No  Taxicab  Driver  may  operate  a  permit  or  medallion,  unless  such 
operation  is  pursuant  to  a  daily  "gas  and  gates"  agreement  with  the 
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Color  Scheme  with  which  the  permit  or  medallion  is  associated. 

Staff  also  proposes  amending  Rule  6.C.8,  which  is  applicable  to  drivers  only,  to  state 
as  follows  (amendments  in  italics): 

Every  Taxicab  Driver  shall  use  the  waybill  format  as  prescribed  by  the 
Taxicab  Commission  or  the  Commission's  designee.  The  waybills  shall 
be  completed  in  indelible  ink,  and  shall  include  the  driver's  signature 
at  the  commencement  of  the  shift  as  well  as  the  "A"  card  number  and 
total  number  of  hours  worked.  Waybills  shall  be  time-stamped  with 
the  time  in  and  the  time  out  with  a  Taxi  Commission-issued 
mechanical  time  stamp  device  or  by  a  computerized  time  stamp  if 
permission  is  granted  in  writing  from  the  Taxi  Commission  to  use  a 
computerized  time  stamp.  This  waybill  is  to  be  filed  at  the  Color 
Scheme  Holder's  principal  place  of  business  at  the  conclusion  of  each 
shift. 

Section  7:  Training 

Members  of  the  disabled  community  have  asked  that  drivers  receive  an  hour 
of  sensitivity  training  regarding  proper  rules  of  comportment  as  pertains  to 
serving  disabled  individuals.  All  drivers  should  receive  this  training  because 
disabled  individuals  take  regular  taxicabs  as  well,  particularly  with  service 
animals. 

Staff  recommends  that  Rule  7.A.1  be  amended  as  follows: 

In  Accordance  with  Municipal  Police  Code  §  1147.1,  Educational  Entities  may 
offer  a  "Driver  Training  Course"  for  new  taxicab  Drivers  after  applying  for  and 
receiving  approval  from  the  Taxicab  Commission.  All  approved  entities  must 
follow  the  below  listed  course  requirements: 

a.  Course  length  must  be  a  minimum  of  29  hours  for  ramp 
drivers. 

b.  Course  subjects  must  include: 

1 .  City  Geography  -  minimum  8  hours 

2.  Crime  Prevention  -  minimum  4  hours 

3.  Vehicle  8t  Pedestrian  Safety  -  minimum  4  hours 

4.  Taxi  Rules  and  Laws  -  minimum  1  hour 

5.  California  Vehicle  Code  -  minimum  1  hour 

6.  Passenger  Relations  and  Sensitivity  Training  - 
minimum  9  hours  (includes  procedures  for 
transporting  persons  covered  by  the  Americans] 
with  Disabilities  Act) 


Section  8:  Dispatch 

Dispatch  standards  are  something  that  has  been  discussed  for  many  years,  and 
a  separate  hearing  on  dispatch  standards  should  occur. 

Section  9:  Ramped  Taxis 

Many  members  of  the  disabled  community  have  complained  about  the  amount  of 
ramped  taxis  at  the  airport.  Specifically,  there  are  ramps  sitting  out  at  the  airport  for 
hours  rather  than  serving  the  disabled  community. 
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Another  issue  is  that  there  is  no  way  to  tell  from  an  audit  when,  if  at  all,  a  ramped 
driver  has  picked  up  a  disabled  passenger,  as  very  few  ramp  drivers  actually 
demarcate  on  their  waybill  which  pickups  are  ramp  pickups.  However,  they  are 
required  to  pick  up  three  ramp  pickups  per  day,  if  available  via  dispatch. 

Staff  proposes  adding  Rule  9.A.9: 

All  permit  holders  holding  a  ramped  taxi  medallion  regulated  under  Division  HA  of 
Article  16  must  fill  out  a  waybill  in  accordance  with  MPC  §  1138  and  must  specify 
which  fares  are  ramp  pickups. 
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Taxicab  Commission 

September  24,  2007  Rules  &  Regulations  Subcommittee 

Rules  Committee 
MINUTES 

Conference  Room  421 
September  24,  2007  at  10:00  A.M. 
City  Hall,1  Dr.  Carlton  B.  Goodlett  Place 

Present:  Breslin,  Gillespie,  Oneto 
Absent:  0 

Commission  called  the  meeting  to  order  at  10:10  A.M. 

ATTENDENCE:  Deputy  Director  Jordanna  Thigpen,  Executive  Secretary 
Tamara  Odisho  -  Taxi  Commission,  John  Lazar-  Luxor,  Marty  Smith- 
Delta,  Mark  Gruberg-  Green  Cab,  Vlad  -  United,  Tom  Stanghellini-  Luxor 
Cab,  Rich  Hybels-  Metro,  Hal  Melligard-  Yellow,  Jim  Gillespie-  Yellow, 
Public:  Carl  Macmurdo  Charles  Rathbone,  Hansu  Kim,  Mike  Spain,  Frank 
il/o-j  Fehey 

1.  Call  to  Order/Roll  Call 

2.  General  Public  Comment  (Please  limit  pub  lie  comment  to  items  not  on 
the  agenda) 

3.  Consideration  of  Requests  for  Changes  to  or  Verification  of  Current 
Taxicab/ Ramped  Taxi  Rules  &  Regulations,  Housekeeping  &  General 
Matters  [DISCUSSION  AND  POSSIBLE  ACTION;  EXPLANATORY 
DOCUMENTS] 

•  Charles  Rathbone:  (speaking  on  his  own  behalf)  Rule  9-  suggests  adding 
language  on  waybills  to  move  away  from  paper  to  electronic.  Companies 
with  dispatch  shouldn't  be  required  to  fill  out  waybills.  Electronic 
information  is  more  accurate.  Waybills  have  no  business  function. 

•  Jim  Gillespie:  Under  the  impression  CS  required  to  store  waybill  up  to  6 
years. 

•  Hansu  Kim:  Would  like  to  discuss  triplicate  waybills  at  later  time. 

•  Tom  Stanghellini:  Recommends  checking  with  District  Attorney's  office 
on  waybill  issue. 

•  Marty  Smith:  Rule  4a9-  Changing  on  lot  is  safety  issue. 

•  Rich  Hybels:  No  problems  in  30  years  to  shift-change  off  lot. 

•  Com  Breslin:  4a9  has  2  parts  will  both  be  on  the  next  agenda. 

•  Jim  Gillespie:  4a10-  drive  your  own  medallion  rule  doesn't  sever  public. 

•  Hal  Melligard:  80%  of  owners  driver  their  own  medallion. 

•  Peter  Witt:  Driver  for  20  years.  Top  lights  are  issues  for  drivers  and 
passengers.  Ramp  incentives  are  not  there  for  drivers,  there  is  a 
difference  between  ramp  and  regular  medallions. 

•  Mark  Gruberg:  5g-  Inspections  should  also  include  carbon  monoxide  in 
the  interior  of  the  taxi.  5a7-  Commission  needs  to  enforce  this  rule. 
Payment  to  dispatchers  of  $5-  20  denominations  language  needs  to  be 
strengthened.  6c10-impartial  should  be  reviewed. 

•  Frank  Fehey:  Waybills  to  be  given  to  drivers  upon  request.  Handwriting 
bad  on  waybills. 

•  CarlMacmurdo:  4c1  &6a10-  What's  he  point  of  the  medical  exam? 
Should  there  be  an  exam? 

•  Rich  Hybels:  4a10-  Reporting  when  using  a  spare. 

•  Com  Breslin:  Jordanna,  could  you  please  make  me  copies  of  any  memos 
or  rules  that  are  being  enforced  that  are  not  in  the  book. 

•  Mark  Zorgy:  Rule  6c8  -  requiring  badge  number  on  waybill,  no  place  on 
our  waybill.  Should  look  into  unifying  waybills. 
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•  Com  Oneto:  Would  like  copies  of  all  the  waybills;  paper  and  electronic. 

•  John  Lazar:  60%  of  driver's  do  not  fill  out  waybills  correctly.  DPT 
hassles  driver's  with  tickets  for  double  parking.  Keeping  up  waybills 
risky  for  drivers. 

•  Com  Breslin:  Would  it  be  difficult  to  streamline  waybills  for  the 
companies? 

•  John  Lazar:  What  are  the  priorities? 

•  Marty  Smith:  Training  at  least  1  week  on  cities  geography  and  at  least  8 
hours  of  sensitivity  training. 

•  Hansu  Kim:  Clarification  of  workers'  compensation  rules  and 
regulations. 

•  Rich  Hybels:  Tracy  case  required  Yellow  to  include  language  in  their 
contract. 

•  Barry  Komgold:  Wasn't  aware  spares  could  be  used  in  cab  is  out  of 
service.  Some  spares  are  in  bad  condition.  Drive  your  own  medallion 
rule  not  feasible.  Shift  changing  a  lot  is  pointless.  Top  light  issues  and 
radio  calls  1/  hour  are  not  practical. 

•  Hansu  Kim:  Gate  cap  between  big  and  small  companies  that  have 
different  services  should  be  discussed. 

•  Charles  Rathbone:  Electronic  forms  are  generated  by  computer  no  real 
forms.  Shift  changing  rule  inefficient. 

•  Com  Breslin:  Can  we  also  get  copies  of  NY  electronic  waybills? 

•  Carl  Macmurdo:  Standardizing  waybills  should  not  be  difficult. 

•  Mike  Spain:  Shift  changing  at  home  has  been  convenient  for  years. 
Bigger  company  lots  are  crowded.  Drive  your  own  cab  rule  is  intruding 
on  business  practices.  Waybills  are  used  for  criminal  cases  by  sfpd. 

•  Marc  Gruberg:  Gate  cap  is  not  an  issue  for  this  forum. 

•  John  Lazar:  Shift  changing  off  lot  is  an  issue,  since  we  do  not  know  who 
the  drivers  are  or  what  the  cab  looks  like. 

•  Marty  Smith:  Top  lights  should  be  secured  by  drivers  before  the  taxi  is 
taken  out.  Dispatch  companies  should  be  on  computer  not  on  paper. 
Long  term  lease  pay  less  than  gas  and  gate  and  are  able  to  afford  and 
make  money  for  them. 

•  Rich  Hybels:  Shift  change  at  different  times,  hours  and  places.  No 
problems  with  32  taxis  in  fleet.  Finger-printing  would  avoid  fraud. 

•  Tom  Stangellini:  E1-  Mandate  to  take  ride,  6eg-  If  driver  cannot  life 
luggage,  should  not  be  driving  taxi.  Off  lot  changing  issue.  Waybills 
need  to  unify.  Some  drivers  do  not  allow  dogs  in  their  taxi  because  of 
religious  reasons,  it  can  be  an  issue. 

•  Jim  Gillespie:  Opposing  comments  from  Metro  and  Luxor  on  issues.  Can 
see  both  sides,  80-90%  of  drivers  operating  properly,  but  10-20%  that 
are  not  are  ruining  the  system.  Shouldn't  change  rules  because  of  them. 
Options  to  lease  or  gate  and  gas  good  for  drivers. 

•  Richard  Wordly:  Top  light  issue  can  be  solved  with  a  3  wire  solution. 
One  radio  call  per  hour  is  an  issue  for  drivers  picking  up  dead  /no-show 
calls.  Conducted  an  informal  survey  at  airport  and  many  drivers  like  the 
option  to  lease. 

•  Peter  Witt:  Shift  changing  and  long  term  lease  issues:  Getting  a  taxi 
during  shift  change  is  difficult  at  4pm.  Long-term  leasing  is  better 
because  driver  can  change  off  the  lot.  Fog-City's  color  scheme  is  not 
contrasting.  Cannot  be  seen  at  night. 

•  Charles  Rathbone:  Takes  MUNI  and  bus  drivers  shift  change  while  on 
their  route. 


Commissioner  Follow-up: 

•  Com  Oneto:  Charter  Reform  group  will  be  meeting  and  should  address 
the  driving  requirement  issues.  Since  it  is  not  in  the  rule  book  it 
shouldn't  be  before  this  committee.  Role  here  is  to  listen  to  all 
comments,  make  it  efficient  to  all  color  schemes  and  at  the  same  time 
ensuring  drivers  do  not  get  taken  advantage  of. 

•  Pres  Gillespie:  Permits  are  property  of  City  and  County  of  San 
Francisco.  Park  and  Recreation's  rule  to  not  be  able  to  pick  up  in 
Golden  Gate  Park  should  be  looked  at.  Rule  6e2-  complying  with  all 
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requests  if  drivers  should  be  reviewed.  Prop  K  driving  requirement 
should  be  left  to  the  Charter  Committee. 

•  Com  Breslin:  Went  through  the  Rule  books  and  has  comments  on  all  of 
them  and  suggestions  for  others.  Equal  responsibility  between  color 
schemes  and  drivers.  Some  rules  that  are  not  in  the  book  but  are  being 
enforced.  No  resolutions  at  the  next  meeting. 

•  Jordanna  Thigpen:  Will  try  to  arrange  next  agenda  into  Rule  sections. 

•  Pres  Gillespie:  Also  to  include  DPT  tickets  at  Pac  Bell  Park. 

4.    Adjournment  at  12:11  P.M. 
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TAXI  COMMISSION 
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SUBCOMITTEE  MEMBERS 


PATRICIA  BRESLIN,  CHAIR 
PAUL  GILLESPIE 
TOM  ONETO 


HEIDI  MACHEN,  EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR 


RULES  AND  REGULATIONS  SUBCOMMITTEE 

DOCUMENTS  DEPT. 


1.  Call  to  Order/Roll  Call 

2.  General  Public  Comment  (Please  limit  public  comment  to  items  not  on  the  agenda) 

3.  Adoption  of  Minutes  from  the  September  24, 2007  Subcommittee  Meeting 

4.  Consideration  of  Amendments  to  Taxicab/Ramped  Taxi  Rules  &  Regulations,  Section  4,  Medallion 
Holders  piSCUSSION  AND  POSSIBLE  ACTION;  EXPLANATORY  DOCUMENTS] 

5.  Consideration  of  Amendments  to  Taxicab/Ramped  Taxi  Rules  &  Regulations,  Section  5,  Color  Schemes 
[DISCUSSION  AND  POSSIBLE  ACTION;  EXPLANATORY  DOCUMENTS] 

6.  Consideration  of  Amendments  to  Taxicab/Ramped  Taxi  Rules  &  Regulations,  Section  6,  Drivers 
[DISCUSSION  AND  POSSIBLE  ACTION;  EXPLANATORY  DOCUMENTS] 

7.  Consideration  of  Amendments  to  Taxicab/Ramped  Taxi  Rules  &  Regulations,  Section  9,  Ramped  Taxis 
[DISCUSSION  AND  POSSIBLE  ACTION;  EXPLANATORY  DOCUMENTS] 

8.  Adjournment 
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ACCESSIBLE  MEETING  POLICY 


Accessible  seating  for  persons  with  disabilities  (including  those  using  wheelchairs)  will  be  available. 

Individuals  who  are  unable  to  attend  the  meeting  but  would  like  to  comment  on  an  agenda  item  may  do  so  by  calling 
(415)  554-9632  during  the  meeting.  When  the  item  you  wish  to  comment  on  is  heard,  you  must  state  at  that  time  you 
wish  to  speak. 

Upon  request,  American  Sign  Language  interpreters  and/or  sound  enhancement  systems  will  be  available.  Please  contact  the 
Taxi  Commission  at  (415)  503-2180,  at  least  72  hours  prior  to  the  meeting.  Late  requests  will  be  honored  if  possible. 

Upon  request,  minutes  of  meetings  are  available  in  alternative  formats.  If  you  require  the  use  of  a  reader  during  a  meeting, 
please  contact  the  Taxi  Commission  at  (415)  503-2180,  at  least  72  hours  prior  to  the  meeting.  Late  request  will  be  honored  if 
possible. 

Individuals  with  severe  allergies,  environmental  illness,  multiple  chemical  sensitivity  or  related  disabilities  may  call  the  Taxi 
Commission  at  (415)  503-2180  to  discuss  meeting  accessibility.  In  order  to  assist  the  City's  efforts  to  accommodate  such 
people,  attendees  at  public  meetings  are  reminded  that  other  attendees  may  be  sensitive  to  various  chemical  based  products. 
Please  help  the  City  to  accommodate  these  individuals. 

The  closest  accessible  BART  station  is  located  in  the  Civic  Center  at  Market  and  Eighth  Streets.  Accessible  MUNI  lines  serving 
this  location  are  Nos.  42  and  90.  For  information  about  MUNI  accessible  services,  call  (415)  923-6142. 

Accessible  parking  is  available  at  the  following  locations:  two  (2)  designated  blue  curb  spaces  on  the  southwest  corner  of 
McAllister  Street  at  Van  Ness  Avenue;  and  the  Performing  Arts  Garage  (entrance  on  Grove  Street  between  Franklin  and  Gough 
Streets,  immediately  behind  the  San  Francisco  War  Memorial  and  Performing  Arts  Center). 

KNOW  YOUR  RIGHTS  UNDER  THE  SUNSHINE  ORDINANCE 

Government 's  duty  is  to  serve  the  public,  reaching  its  decision  in  full  view  of  the  public.  Commissions,  boards,  councils  and 
other  agencies  of  the  City  and  County  exist  to  conduct  the  people's  business.  The  Sunshine  Ordinance  assures  that 
deliberations  are  conducted  before  the  people  and  that  City  operations  are  open  to  the  people 's  review.  For  more  information 
onyour  rights  under  the  Sunshine  Ordinance  (Chapter  67  of  the  San  Francisco  Administrative  Code)  or  to  report  a  violation  of 
the  ordinance,  contact  Adele  Destro,  Interim  Administrator  by  mail  to  Sunshine  Ordinance  Taskforce,  City  Hall,  1  Dr.  Carlton 
B.  Goodlett  Place,  Room  244,  by  phone  at  (415)  554-7724,  by  fax  at  (415)  554-7854  or  by  e-mail  at  sotflaisfgov.  org 
Citizens  interested  in  obtaining  a  copy  of  the  Sunshine  Ordinance  can  request  a  copy  from  Ms.  Adele  Destro  or  by  printing 
Chapter  67  of  the  San  Francisco  Administrative  Code  on  the  Internet,  at  http://www.amJegal.com/sanfran/viewcode.htm 

SAN  FRANCISCO  LOBBYIST  ORDINANCE 

Attention:  Individuals  and  entities  that  influence  or  attempt  to  influence  local  legislative  or  administrative  action  may  be 
required  by  the  San  Francisco  Lobbyist  Ordinance  [SF  Campaign  &  Governmental  Conduct  Code  §  2. 1 00]  to  register  and  report 
lobbying  activity.  For  more  information  about  the  Lobbyist  Ordinance,  please  contact  the  San  Francisco  Ethics  Commission  at 
30  Van  Ness  Avenue,  Suite  3900,  San  Francisco,  CA  94102;  telephone  (415)  581-2300;  fax  (415)  581-2317;  web  site: 
sfgov.org/ethics. 

WARNING 

The  ringing  of  and  use  of  cell  phones,  pagers,  and  similar  sound-producing  devices  are  prohibited  at  this  meeting.  Please 
be  advised  that  the  Chair  may  order  the  removal  from  the  meeting  room  of  any  person(s)  responsible  for  the  ringing  or 
use  of  a  cell  phone,  pager,  or  other  similar  sound  producing  electronic  devices.  (San  Francisco  Administrative  Code,  sec. 
67 A.  1) 
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Rules  Committee 


MINUTES 
Conference  Room  421 
October  15,  2007  at  10:00  A.M. 
City  Hall,l  Dr.  Carlton  B.  Goodlett  Place 


Present:  Breslin,  Oneto 
Absent:  Gillespie 

Commission  called  the  meeting  to  order  at  10:25  A.M. 


GOVERNMENT 
DOCUMENTS  DEPT 

JAN  2  6  2012 


SAN  FRANCISCO 
PUBLIC  LIBRARY 

ATTENDENCE:  Deputy  Director  Jordanna  Thigpen,  Senior  Assistant  Danelle  Carey, 
Commissioner  Oka  -  Taxi  Commission,  Tom  Owens-City  Attorney,  Marty  Smith-  Delta,  Mark 
Gruberg-  Green  Cab,  Rich  Hybels-  Metro,  Jim  Gillespie-  Yellow,  Dan  Hinds-National,  Wesley 
Hollis-Executive,  Cindy  Ward-DeSoto,  Public:  Carl  Macmurdo,  Charles  Rathbone,  Mike  Spain 

1.  Call  to  Order/Roll  Call 

•  Com  Breslin:  We  would  like  a  full  meeting  and  with  all  the  rules  members  present  we 
would  like  to  reschedule  this  meeting.  We  will  today  approve  the  adoption  of  the  minutes 
since  we  have  a  quorum  and  I  would  like  to  move  that  up  to  second  then  move  to  general 
public  comment. 

2.  Adoption  of  Minutes  from  the  September  24,  2007  Subcommittee  Meeting. 

Adopted  without  objection. 

3.  General  Public  Comment  (Please  limit  public  comment  to  items  not  on  the  agenda) 

•  Charles  Rathbone:  We  should  consider  electronic  paperless  waybills.  NY  has  a 
paperless  system  that  can  be  printed  out. 
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•  Com  Breslin:  Do  you  know  if  its  easy  to  get  information  to  the  medallion  holders  and 
drivers  who  need  waybills? 

•  Charles  Rathbone:  Its  a  computerized  database  that  is  eminently  doable.  The  experts 
are  willing  to  discuss  this. 

•  Com  Oneto:  Can  you  print  out  waybills? 

•  Charles  Rathbone:  yes. 

•  Com  Breslin:  At  the  pleasure  of  the  president  I  would  like  to  have  a  presentation  from 
this  company  on  a  regular  meeting  agenda. 


•  Carl  Macmurdo:  (Comment  to  Tom  Owens)  I  thought  that  this  committee  was  here  to 
revise  and  figure  out  which  rules  need  to  be  kept.  The  Staff  recommendations  are  for  new 
rules. 

•  Tom  Owens:  The  committee  may  recommend  things  to  the  full  commission  which  will 
adopt  them  or  not  with  regulations. 

•  Com  Breslin:  Recommendations  are  not  set.  Its  not  a  rule  until  public  comment  and 
members  of  the  rules  committee  recommended  it  to  the  full  commission  where  they 
would  either  adopt  or  reject  it. 

•  Wesley  Hollis:  Owner  Operators  should  have  separate  rules.  Ill  be  forced  to  retire  a  car 
that  has  220  miles  on  it. 

•  Com  Breslin:  During  the  next  meeting  Jordanna,  can  you  tell  me  how  many  taxis  are 
solely  owner  operated? 

•  Jordanna  Thigpen:  I  guesstimate  10-12  but  I  will  get  the  accurate  number. 

•  Wesley  Hollis:  I  have  a  problem  with  the  1 8  inch  high  numbers  that  we  have  to  put  on 
our  cabs. 

•  Com  Breslin:  I  think  their  are  a  lot  of  safety  issues  involved  and  we  can  address  that 
because  its  one  of  the  rules. 

•  Michael  Spain:  Rules  were  originally  brought  up  to  the  TXC  6  months  ago.  I  feel  that 
the  rules  are  politically  motivated  by  staff. 

•  Mark  Gruberg:  There  should  be  the  opportunity  for  public  comment  on  each  rule. 

•  Com  Breslin:  There  will  be  public  comment  on  each  rule. 
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•  Mark  Gruberg:  About  the  electronic  paperless  waybills,  we  have  to  be  very  cautious 
about  creating  further  opportunities  for  cheating  and  fraud.  Any  system  needs  protection. 

•  Marty  Smith:  Be  careful  of  double  dipping  in  rules.  We  should  suggest  the  rules  to  the 
MTA  board. 

•  Com  Breslin:  Please  have  all  your  comments  in  sync  for  the  next  meeting,  we  have  very 
limited  time.  Have  your  comments  written  if  possible. 

•  Jordanna  Thigpen:  Items  4,5,6,7  continued  until  next  meeting. 

•  Com  Breslin:  For  the  next  meeting  put  everything  we  intend  on  discussing  on  the  agenda 
so  we  can  come  up  with  possible  recommendations. 

4.     Adjournment  at  10:42am. 
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October  29, 2007  at  10:30  a.m. 
City  Hall,  1  Dr.  Carlton  B.  Goodlett  Place 
Room  400 


OCT  2  6  2007 


Call  to  Order/Roll  Call 


SAN  FRANCISCO 
PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


2.  General  Public  Comment  (Please  limit  public  comment  to  items  not  on  the  agenda) 

3.  Adoption  of  Minutes  from  the  October  15,  2007  Subcommittee  Meeting 

4.  Consideration  of  Amendments  to  Taxicab/Ramped  Taxi  Rules  &  Regulations,  Section  1 ,  Authority  - 
1077(a)  MPC  [DISCUSSION  AND  POSSIBLE  ACTION;  EXPLANATORY  DOCUMENTS] 

5.  Copnsideration  of  Amendments  to  Taxicab/Ramped  Taxi  Rules  &  Regulations,  Section  2,  Response 
Time  Goals  [DISCUSSION  AND  POSSIBLE  ACTION;  EXPLANATORY  DOCUMENTS] 

6.  Consideration  of  Amendments  to  Taxicab/Ramped  Taxi  Rules  &  Regulations,  Section  3,  Definitions 
[DISCUSSION  AND  POSSIBLE  ACTION;  EXPLANATORY  DOCUMENTS] 

7.  Consideration  of  Amendments  to  Taxicab/Ramped  Taxi  Rules  &  Regulations,  Consideration  of 
Amendments  to  Taxicab/Ramped  Taxi  Rules  &  Regulations,  Section  4,  Medallion  Holders 
[DISCUSSION  AND  POSSIBLE  ACTION;  EXPLANATORY  DOCUMENTS] 

8.  Consideration  of  Amendments  to  Taxicab/Ramped  Taxi  Rules  &  Regulations,  Section  5,  Color  Schemes 
[DISCUSSION  AND  POSSIBLE  ACTION;  EXPLANATORY  DOCUMENTS] 

9.  Consideration  of  Amendments  to  Taxicab/Ramped  Taxi  Rules  &  Regulations,  Section  6,  Drivers 
[DISCUSSION  AND  POSSIBLE  ACTION;  EXPLANATORY  DOCUMENTS] 

10.  Consideration  of  Amendments  to  Taxicab/Ramped  Taxi  Rules  &  Regulations,  Section  7,  Training 
[DISCUSSION  AND  POSSIBLE  ACTION;  EXPLANATORY  DOCUMENTS] 

11.  Consideration  of  Amendments  to  Taxicab/Ramped  Taxi  Rules  &  Regulations,  Section  8,  Dispatch 
[DISCUSSION  AND  POSSIBLE  ACTION;  EXPLANATORY  DOCUMENTS] 

12.  Consideration  of  Amendments  to  Taxicab/Ramped  Taxi  Rules  &  Regulations,  Section  9,  Ramped  Taxis 
[DISCUSSION  AND  POSSIBLE  ACTION;  EXPLANATORY  DOCUMENTS] 

13.  Consideration  of  Amendments  to  Taxicab/Ramped  Taxi  Rules  &  Regulations,  Section  10,  Penalties 

14.  Adjournment 


ACCESSIBLE  MEETING  POLICY 


Accessible  seating  for  persons  with  disabilities  (including  those  using  wheelchairs)  will  be  available. 

Individuals  who  are  unable  to  attend  the  meeting  but  would  like  to  comment  on  an  agenda  item  may  do  so  by  calling 
(415)  554-9632  during  the  meeting.  When  the  item  you  wish  to  comment  on  is  heard,  you  must  state  at  that  time  you 
wish  to  speak. 

Upon  request,  American  Sign  Language  interpreters  and/or  sound  enhancement  systems  will  be  available.  Please  contact  the 
Taxi  Commission  at  (415)  503-2180,  at  least  72  hours  prior  to  the  meeting.  Late  requests  will  be  honored  if  possible. 

Upon  request,  minutes  of  meetings  are  available  in  alternative  formats.  If  you  require  the  use  of  a  reader  during  a  meeting, 
please  contact  the  Taxi  Commission  at  (4 1 5)  503-2 1 80,  at  least  72  hours  prior  to  the  meeting.  Late  request  will  be  honored  if 
possible. 

Individuals  with  severe  allergies,  environmental  illness,  multiple  chemical  sensitivity  or  related  disabilities  may  call  the  Taxi 
Commission  at  (415)  503-2180  to  discuss  meeting  accessibility.  In  order  to  assist  the  City's  efforts  to  accommodate  such 
people,  attendees  at  public  meetings  are  reminded  that  other  attendees  may  be  sensitive  to  various  chemical  based  products. 
Please  help  the  City  to  accommodate  these  individuals. 

The  closest  accessible  BART  station  is  located  in  the  Civic  Center  at  Market  and  Eighth  Streets.  Accessible  MUNI  lines  serving 
this  location  are  Nos.  42  and  90.  For  information  about  MUNI  accessible  services,  call  (415)  923-6142. 

Accessible  parking  is  available  at  the  following  locations:  two  (2)  designated  blue  curb  spaces  on  the  southwest  corner  of 
McAllister  Street  at  Van  Ness  Avenue;  and  the  Performing  Arts  Garage  (entrance  on  Grove  Street  between  Franklin  and  Gough 
Streets,  immediately  behind  the  San  Francisco  War  Memorial  and  Performing  Arts  Center). 

KNOW  YOUR  RIGHTS  UNDER  THE  SUNSHINE  ORDINANCE 

Government's  duty  is  to  serve  the  public,  reaching  its  decision  in  full  view  of  the  public.  Commissions,  boards,  councils  and 
other  agencies  of  the  City  and  County  exist  to  conduct  the  people's  business.  The  Sunshine  Ordinance  assures  that 
deliberations  are  conducted  before  the  people  and  that  City  operations  are  open  to  the  people 's  review.  For  more  information 
onyour  rights  under  the  Sunshine  Ordinance  (Chapter  67  of  the  San  Francisco  Administrative  Code)  or  to  report  a  violation  of 
the  ordinance,  contact  Adele  Destro,  Interim  Administrator  by  mail  toSunshine  Ordinance  Taskforce,  City  Hall,  1  Dr.  Carlton 
B.  Goodlett  Place,  Room  244,  by  phone  at  (415)  554-7724,  by  fax  at  (415)  554-7854  or  by  e-mail  at  sotftcpsfgov.  org 
Citizens  interested  in  obtaining  a  copy  of  the  Sunshine  Ordinance  can  request  a  copy  from  Ms.  Adele  Destro  or  by  printing 
Chapter  67  of  the  San  Francisco  Administrative  Code  on  the  Internet,  at  http://www.amlegal.com/sanfran/viewcode.htm 

SAN  FRANCISCO  LOBBYIST  ORDINANCE 

Attention:  Individuals  and  entities  that  influence  or  attempt  to  influence  local  legislative  or  administrative  action  may  be 
required  by  the  San  Francisco  Lobbyist  Ordinance  [SF  Campaign  &  Governmental  Conduct  Code  §  2. 100]  to  register  and  report 
lobbying  activity.  For  more  information  about  the  Lobbyist  Ordinance,  please  contact  the  San  Francisco  Ethics  Commission  at 
30  Van  Ness  Avenue,  Suite  3900,  San  Francisco,  CA  94102;  telephone  (415)  581-2300;  fax  (415)  581-2317;  web  site: 
sfgov.org/ethics. 

WARNING 

The  ringing  of  and  use  of  cell  phones,  pagers,  and  similar  sound-producing  devices  are  prohibited  at  this  meeting.  Please 
be  advised  that  the  Chair  may  order  the  removal  from  the  meeting  room  of  any  person(s)  responsible  for  the  ringing  or 
use  of  a  cell  phone,  pager,  or  other  similar  sound  producing  electronic  devices.  (San  Francisco  Administrative  Code,  sec. 
67A.1) 
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COMMISSIONERS  TELEPHONE  (415)  554-7737 
PAUL  GILLESPIE,  PRESIDENT,  ext.  3 
PATRICIA  BRESLIN,  VICE  PRESIDENT 
RICHARD  BENJAMIN,  COMMISSIONER,  ext.  1 
MALCOLM  HEIN1CKE,  COMMISSIONER,  ext.  4 
BRUCE  OKA,  COMMISSIONER,  ext.  5 
TOM  ONETO,  COMMISSIONER,  ext.  6 
MIN  PAEK,  COMMISSIONER,  ext.  7 

HEIDI  MACHEN,  EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR 

MEMORANDUM 

To:  Rules  Subcommittee  Members 
From:  Jordanna  Thigpen 
Date:  October  8,  2007 

Re:  Recommended  Rule  Changes  -  October  29, 2007  Agenda  


Consideration  of  various  Rules  &  Regulations  was  had  at  the  September  24,  2007  Agenda.  Staff  has 
listed  the  various  rules  that  were  suggested  for  change  and  has  made  recommendations  on  each  one.  The 
agenda  for  October  1 5,  2007  does  not  preclude  consideration  and  recommendations  for  other  Rules 
which  are  not  listed  in  this  memorandum;  this  is  meant  only  to  be  a  comprehensive  list  of  those  which 
were  noted  for  immediate  review. 

There  are  also  general  changes  and  housekeeping  changes  that  need  to  take  place,  such  as  correcting 
typographical  errors  and  ensuring  that  Taxi  Commission  officers  are  entitled  to  inspect  documents  along 
with  police  officers,  to  assist  in  the  transfer  of  administrative  functions  from  Taxi  Detail.  These  are  minor 
changes  which  appear  in  a  variety  of  rules  and  do  not  affect  the  substance  of  the  rule,  and  so  are  not  listed 
here. 


1 .  Rule  4.A.9:  Rule  4.A.9  actually  has  several  components.  One  component  is  that  medallion 
holders  shall  ensure  that  their  vehicle  shift-changes  on  taxicab  company  property.  Staff 
recommends  no  change  to  that  portion  of  Rule  4.A.9.  The  other  component  is  that  waybills  shall 
be  retained  on  taxicab  company  property  for  a  minimum  of  six  years.  Staff  recommends  no 
change  to  this  portion  of  Rule  4.A.9  due  to  the  fact  that  the  Rule  allows  for  scanning/electronic 
format  of  waybills  after  one  year  for  those  companies  who  choose  to  avail  themselves  of  that 
option. 

2.  Rule  4.A.10:  This  rule  requires  medallion  holders  to  drive  their  own  taxicab  number  vehicle 
when  complying  with  Proposition  K.  Staff  recommends  only  a  housekeeping  change  to  this  Rule 
to  reflect  "the  full  time  driving  requirement  provisions  of  MPC  s  1081(b)"  and  does  not 
recommend  eliminating  this  rule. 

3.  Rule  4.A.12:  Staff  proposes  adding  the  following  language:  "This  includes  the  submission  of 
false  and  fraudulent  waybills  or  other  documents." 

4.  Rule  4.A.13:  Staff  proposes  adding  a  Rule  4.A.13  to  reflect  the  responsibilities  of  medallion 
holders  to  complete  waybills  in  accordance  with  MPC  s  1 138.  Staff  proposes  adding  the 
following  provision: 


CITY  AND  COUNTY  OF 
SAN  FRANCISCO 


25  Van  Ness  Avenue,  Suite  420,  San  Francisco,  CA  94102 
(4 1 5)  503-2 1 80  •  Fax  (4 1 5)  503-2 1 86 
email:  sftaxi.commission@sfgov.org  *  www.sfgov.org/laxicommission 


1 


Rule  4.A.13:  All  Medallion  Holders  shall  use  the  waybill  format  prescribed  by  the  Taxi 
Commission  or  their  designee.  Waybills  shall  be  completed  in  indelible  ink,  and  shall 
include  the  medallion  holder 's  signature  at  the  commencement  of  this  shift  as  well  as  the 
badge  number  and  total  number  of  hours  worked.  Waybills  shall  be  time-stamped  by  a 
computerized  time  stamp  or  shall  contain  the  time  in  and  out  in  some  other  format.  This 
waybill  is  to  be  filed  at  the  Color  Scheme  Holder 's  principal  place  of  business  at  the 
conclusion  of  each  shift.  Waybills  that  do  not  comply  with  this  requirement  will  not  be 
counted  towards  the  Medallion  Holder 's  driving  requirement. 

5.  Rule  4.A.14:  In  accordance  with  a  parallel  rule  in  the  Driver  Section,  staff  recommends  adding 
the  following  language:  "Every  Medallion  Holder  shall  give  written  notice  to  the  Taxi 
Commission  within  ten  (10)  days  of  any  change  of  residence  address.  A  post  office  box  is  not 
permitted." 

6.  Rule  4.C.1:  This  rule  limits  the  layer  of  leases  to  3.  Staff  recommends  requiring  gas  and  gates 
only  for  all  shifts  to  eliminate  the  widespread  problem  of  leasing  in  the  industry. 

7.  Rule  5.A.7:  This  concerns  color  scheme  holders'  (and  their  employees')  acceptance  of  tips  and 
gratuities.  Staff  recommends  no  change  to  this  rule. 

8.  Rule  5.A.9:  This  concerns  false  statements  to  the  Taxi  Commission  or  Police  Department.  Staff 
recommends  adding  the  following  sentence.  "This  includes  submission  of  false  or  fraudulent 
waybills,  driver's  rosters,  and  other  documents." 

9.  Rule  5.B.6:  This  rule  requires  color  scheme  holders  to  ensure  that  medallion  holders  shift  change 
on  property.  Staff  recommends  amending  the  rule  only  to  eliminate  the  language  "for  'formal 
employee  operations'"  since  it  is  vague  and  does  not  appear  in  any  of  the  other  sections  where  this 
rule  appears. 

10.  Rule  5.C.10.b:  This  is  the  "top  light  on"  rule.  This  rule  requires  that  the  top  light  be  illuminated 
when  the  taxi  is  available  for  passengers.  This  rule  appears  in  the  Color  Scheme  section  and 
realistically  should  appear  in  the  Driver  section.  Staff  recommends  moving  the  relevant  language 
to  the  Driver  Section  and  creating  a  new  Rule  6.C.16,  and  amending  Rule  5.C.10.b  to  state  that 
"Such  top  light  shall  be  capable  of  illumination  at  all  times." 

U.  Rule  5.E.l.b:  Staff  recommends  eliminating  this  rule  as  it  is  obsolete  until  further  notification  by 
the  Board,  and  if  that  happens,  it  can  be  added  back  in. 

12.  Rule  5.G.2:  Staff  recommends  housekeeping  (c)  and  (d)  which  were  deleted  in  2003.  Staff 
recommends  adding  what  will  be  a  new  section  (e)  which  will  state  "State  of  California  Smog 
Certificate.  All  vehicles  shall  provide  evidence  of  a  current  smog  certificate  demonstrating 
compliance  with  State  of  California  air  quality  requirements  or  exemption  thereof." 

13.  Rule  5.H.10:  Staff  proposes  amending  5.H.10  to  require  presentation  of  waybills  to  the  Taxi 
Commission  with  the  following  language: 

...Color  Schemes  will  devise  their  own  waybill  filing  system  and  present  waybills  to  the 
Taxicab  Commission  or  their  designee  within  twenty-four  (24)  hours  of  notification.  The 
waybill  filing  system  shall  ensure  that  waybills  are  organized  numerically  or 
alphabetically  by  medallion  holder  and  by  day  and  month  for  each  medallion  holder. 
Color  Schemes  who  fail  to  comply  with  this  requirement  may  be  assessed  an 
administrative  penalty.  The  Commission  will  inspect  the  waybills  and  may  retain  any 
waybills  that  are  necessary  to  pursue  a  disciplinary  case.  Pursuant. . . 

14.  Rule  5.H.15:  Staff  recommends  amending  Rule  5.H.15  as  follows:  "On  the  first  business  day  of 
each  week,  all  Color  Scheme  Holders  shall  fax,  to  the  Taxi  Commission,  a  comprehensive  list  of 
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all  Drivers  and  Medallion  Holders  associated  with  the  Color  Scheme  which  shall  state  whether 
or  not  each  individual  has  submitted  waybills  for  the  previous  week.  Submission  of  false  or 
fraudulent  lists  shall  be  grounds  for  discipline  including  suspension  or  revocation  of  a  Color 
Scheme. " 

15.  Rule  5.H.16:  Despite  some  confusion  about  the  worker's  compensation  requirement,  worker's 
compensation  is  required  by  State  law  and  by  legal  precedent.  Therefore  staff  recommends  no 
change  to  Rule  5.H.16. 

16.  Rule  5.J.5:  Staff  recommends  adding  the  following  provision:  "Any  Color  Scheme  Holder, 
manager,  owner,  or  employer  having  actual  knowledge  that  a  medallion  holder  has  received  a 
conviction  for  Driving  Under  the  Influence  (DUI)  shall  immediately  notify  the  Taxi 
Commission." 

17.  Rule  5.K.1:  In  accordance  with  the  recommendations  above  pertaining  to  medallion  holders  staff 
recommends  eliminating  the  leasing  system  and  going  to  gas  and  gates. 

1 8.  Rule  6.A.10:  This  rule  concerns  medical  examinations  for  taxicab  drivers.  It  is  not  clear  that  this 
Rule  has  ever  been  enforced  in  the  history  of  Proposition  K.  Staff  recommends  eliminating  this 
Rule. 

19.  Rule  6.A.11:  In  accordance  with  the  recommendations  above,  staff  recommends  changing  this 
Rule  to  reflect  gas  and  gates  only. 

20.  Rule  6.C.1:  Staff  recommends  moving  the  relevant  language  concerning  the  top  lights  to  this 
section. 

21.  Rule  6.C.8:  Staff  recommends  changing  the  words  "A-card"  to  "badge  number." 

22.  Rule  6.C.10:  Although  this  Rule  is  unenforceable  industry-wide  from  a  resources  perspective, 
having  it  in  place  encourages  the  use  of  radio  calls.  Staff  recommends  no  change  to  this  Rule. 

23.  Rule  6.E.2:  Staff  recommends  eliminating  this  Rule  as  it  is  unacceptably  vague. 

24.  Rule  6.E.5:  Staff  does  not  recommend  any  changes  to  this  Rule. 

25.  Rule  6.E.6:  Staff  does  not  recommend  any  changes  to  this  Rule. 

26.  Rule  7.A.1:  Staff  recommends  that  the  training  for  new  taxicab  drivers  be  increased  to  a 
minimum  often  (10)  hours  to  include  an  extra  hour  for  sensitivity  to  individuals  who  fall  within 
the  purview  of  the  Americans  with  Disabilities  Act  and  an  extra  hour  for  customer  relations. 

27.  Rule  9.A.9:  Staff  proposes  adding  the  following  section:  "All  permit  holders  holding  a  ramped 
taxi  medallion  regulated  under  Division  IIA  of  Article  16  must  fill  out  a  waybill  in  accordance 
with  MPC  §  1 138  and  must  specify  which  fares  are  ramp  pickups." 
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Rules  and  Regulations  Subcommittee 

MINUTES 
October  29,  2007  at  10:30am 
City  Hall,l  Dr.  Carlton  B.  Goodlett  Place 
Room  400 


Present:  Breslin,  Oneto,  Gillespie 
Absent:  none 

Commission  called  the  meeting  to  order  at  10:48  A.M. 


GOVERNMENT 
DOCUMENTS  DEPT 

JAN  2  6  2012 

SAN  FRANCISCO 
PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


ATTENDENCE:  Deputy  Director  Jordanna  Thigpen,  Senior  Assistant  Danelle  Carey, 
Commissioner  Oka  -  Taxi  Commission,  Tom  Owens-City  Attorney,  Rich  Hybels-  Metro,  Jim 
Gillespie-  Yellow,  Dan  Hinds-National,  Wesley  Hollis-Executive,  Hansu  Kim 

1.  Call  to  Order/Roll  Call 

2.  General  Public  Comment  (Please  limit  public  comment  to  items  not  on  the  agenda) 

•  Jim  Gillespie:  90  second  rule  for  picking  up  people.  I  have  a  copy  of  the  Denver 
ordinance  and  would  like  to  calendar  this  topic. 

•  Com  Breslin:  We  will  continue  this  to  an  appropriate  time. 

3.  Adoption  of  Minutes  from  the  October  15,  2007  Subcommittee  Meeting. 

Adopted  without  objection. 

4.  Consideration  of  Amendments  to  Taxicab/Ramped  Taxi  Rules  &  Regulations,  Section  1, 
Authority  -  1077(a)  MPC  [DISCUSSION  AND  POSSIBLE  ACTION;  EXPLANATORY 
DOCUMENTS] 
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•  Jordanna  Thigpen:  Com  Breslin  asked  me  to  go  through  and  put  housekeeping  items 
on;  you  all  have  a  copy  of  that  right  in  front  of  you.  Staff  made  some  housekeeping 
recommendations. 

•  Com  Breslin:  On  Section  1  under  authority  I  see  that  a  portion  is  deleted.  If  you  could 
please  explain  why  this  change  is  made,  then  we  can  approve  or  discuss  it. 

•  Jordanna  Thigpen:  When  Prop  K  was  first  passed  it  was  added  as  Appendix  F  to  the 
Charter.  Prop  K  is  now  under  Article  16  of  the  Municipal  Police  Code.  This 
housekeeping  recommendation  would  simply  clean  up  that  language. 

•  Com  Breslin:  Are  there  any  regulations  left  in  Appendix  F? 

•  Jordanna:  There  is  an  Appendix  F;  City  Attorney  Owens  can  speak  to  that. 

•  Tom  Owens:  For  the  sake  of  accuracy  Proposition  K  is  now  Appendix  6  of  the 
Administrative  Code.  Appendix  F,  It  would  have  to  do  with  the  Controller's  roll  as  the 
county  services  auditor. 

•  Com  Breslin:  So  your  recommendation  is  just  to  add  the  Administrative  Code  Appendix 
6  and  to  delete  the  Appendix  F? 

•  Tom  Owens:  Correct. 

•  Com  Breslin:  There  is  one  other  section  I  wanted  to  bring  up,  under  authority  the 
Taxicab  Commission  or  Designee  may  suspend  or  exempt  any  or  all  enforcement  of  these 
rules  and  regulations  when  implementing  special  studies  and/or  projects  to  service  needs 
relating  to  PC&N,  I  have  not  seen  a  practice  of  that.  I  want  a  discussion  about  this  rule 
because  we  are  not  utilizing  it  to  the  extent  of  authority  that  the  Taxi  Commission  has. 

•  Com  Oneto:  I  think  we  would  need  to  get  the  definition  of  special  studies  and  projects. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  Was  this  originally  in  the  police  code  or  was  this  something  that  was 
added  by  the  Taxi  Commission? 

•  Jordanna  Thigpen:  I  can  research  this. 

•  Com  Breslin:  Should  we  be  asking  for  a  special  study? 

•  Com  Gillespie:  I  think  that  we  just  need  some  better  language. 

•  Jordanna  Thigpen:  MPC  1077  is  what  gives  authority  in  the  code  for  the  commission  to 
come  up  with  there  own  rules. 

•  Com  Breslin:  We  need  to  make  a  recommendation  to  the  commission. 

•  Jordanna  Thigpen:  I  will  prepare/find  as  much  history  as  possible  for  the  next  meeting. 
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•  Com  Breslin:  This  will  be  on  the  next  agenda,  there  are  no  recommendations. 


5.     Consideration  of  Amendments  to  Taxicab/Ramped  Taxi  Rules  &  Regulations,  Section  2, 
Response  Time  Goals  [DISCUSSION  AND  POSSIBLE  ACTION;  EXPLANATORY 
DOCUMENTS] 

Com  Gillespie:  Based  on  what's  here  they  are  good  goals 

Com  Oneto:  I  agree  with  Comm  Gillespie. 

Com  Oneto:  What  penalties  are  associated  with  having  these  goals? 

Jordanna  Thigpen:  There  are  currently  no  dispatch  standards.  No  one  has  ever  been 
prosecuted  for  failing. 

Com  Breslin:  We  should  make  recommendation  to  the  commission  to  review  dispatch 
success.  Maybe  the  response  time  goals  should  move  to  section  8. 

Dan  Hinds:  Reference  8. A. 6 

Com  Breslin:  It  would  make  more  sense  to  have  this  under  8.A.6,  which  is  partially  the 
dispatch  responsibility.  Driver's  responsibility  is  different  than  the  dispatch  responsibility. 

Jordanna  Thigpen:  Drivers  are  not  responsible  for  accepting  a  call  from  a  customer  and 
then  dispatching  himself  to  a  call,  that's  why  the  goals  are  different. 

Com  Breslin:  It  has  to  be  a  dual  responsibility.  We  can  take  public  comment. 

Com  Gillespie:  Are  you  still  advocating  moving  this  to  section  8. 

Com  Breslin:  Yes  and  cleaning  up  the  taxi  driver  rule. 

Com  Oneto:  You  might  want  to  put  how  many  calls  a  driver  refuses,  because  that's  more 
your  issue. 

Com  Breslin:  That's  not  my  issue;  we  don't  know  where  the  driver  is  at  the  time  of  the 
call.  I  would  suggest  that  the  goals  belong  with  the  dispatch  service. 


Public  Comment: 

•  Com  Oka  :  From  my  experience  this  is  more  of  an  incentive  goal.  Incentive  problem 
more  than  anything  else.  The  responsibility  has  to  be  both  dispatch  and  the  driver. 
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•  Com  Gillespie:  We  have  a  lot  of  different  rules  for  ramp  taxis 

•  Com  Breslin:  We  will  address  incentives  and  calls  pick  ups  under  ramp  taxis. 

•  Wesley  Hollis:  Goals  don't  belong  in  a  rules  and  regulations  book,  section  2  is 
inappropriate. 

•  Com  Breslin:  I  actually  think  that  we  need  to  encourage  response. 

•  Com  Oneto:  An  agenda  item  request  for  the  next  meeting  to  discuss  Section  2,  6.C.10 
and  8.A.6  all  at  the  same  time. 

•  Com  Breslin:  Lets  agenda  that.  There  are  no  recommendations  at  this  time. 


6.  Consideration  of  Amendments  to  Taxicab/Ramped  Taxi  Rules  &  Regulations,  Section  3, 
Definitions  [DISCUSSION  AND  POSSIBLE  ACTION;  EXPLANATORY  DOCUMENTS] 

Jordanna  Thigpen:  Staff  made  a  recommendation  to  delete  Section  K,  Formal  Employee 
Operations  because  this  has  caused  some  confusion  in  the  past. 

Com  Breslin:  I  understand  that  some  drivers  are  employees  and  some  are  not. 

Jordanna  Thigpen:  The  only  reference  we  found  to  it  in  the  rules  and  regulations  was 
pertaining  to  parking  a  taxi  cab  vehicle  off  of  the  color  schemes  business  premise.  Section  4.A.9. 

Tom  Owens:  I  don't  really  know  the  significance  but  it  would  apply  to  those  operations 
where  the  company  formally  acknowledges  that  the  drivers  are  employees  when  they  have  them 
on  payroll  or  issue  them  a  W-2  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Jordanna  Thigpen:  Section  G  of  the  definitions  includes  self-employment  as  an 
independent  contractor. 

Com  Breslin:  I  believe  this  allows  the  color  scheme  to  determine  whether  or  not  taxis  park 
at  or  away  from  the  color  scheme. 

Jordanna  Thigpen:  If  you  wanted  to  change  4.A.9  you  can  simply  say  for  business 
purposes. 

Com  Gillespie:  I  would  support  staff  recommendations. 
Com  Breslin:  Can  I  have  a  recommendation 
Com  Oneto:  Motion  to  delete 

Com  Gillespie:  2nd  motion 
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Com  Breslin:  For  the  record  if  one,  two  or  three  want  it  before  the  commission  for  a  change 
we  will  do  it.  I  wanted  to  take  a  look  at  the  definition  of  3H. 

Com  Gillespie:  We  might  want  to  amend  that  to  include  the  800  hour  change  that  we've 
made.  A  driver  does  not  have  a  driving  requirement  a  permit  holder  does. 


Public  Comment: 

•  Wesley  Hollis:  I  would  like  fleet  vehicles  to  be  defined  in  section  3. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  Are  you  proposing  3A  be  split  into  2  categories,  medallion  holders  or 
fleet  medallion  holders? 

•  Com  Breslin:  Just  to  list  it  as  a  definition.  I  would  like  the  definitions  to  be  in  alpha 
order. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  I  would  not  be  comfortable  with  the  term  owner/operator.  Are  you  just 
saying  that  the  person  who  single  shifts  his  vehicle  and  does  not  lease  it  to  anyone. 

•  Wesley  Hollis:  I  buy  the  car,  own  and  maintain  the  car  and  hire  my  own  drivers.  I  just 
pay  a  monthly  fee  to  the  company  for  the  use  of  radio  and  color  scheme,  I  am  a  sole 
proprietor. 

•  Com  Oneto:  Why  do  they  get  to  be  treated  differently? 

•  Wesley  Hollis:  They  get  lower  mileage  than  a  fleet  vehicle. 

•  Com  Oneto:  This  needs  to  be  defined  separately,  under  vehicle  usage.  (5.B.  1) 

•  Com  Breslin:  We  need  to  look  at  the  rules  and  if  its  prevalent  we  can  make  a  definition 
for  it. 

•  Wesley  Hollis:  Seems  to  me  that  it  would  be  logical  to  put  it  under  definitions. 

•  Com  Oneto:  The  city  does  not  make  a  distinction  because  they  are  all  the  same  permit. 

•  Jordanna  Thigpen:  Com  Breslin  asked  me  to  assemble  a  list  of  different  color  schemes 
that  are  single  medallion  companies.  There  are  a  total  of  1 3  color  schemes  with  4  or  less 
medallions  associated,  that's  current  as  of  today. 

•  Hansu  Kim:  There  is  confusion  with  the  different  types  of  arrangements  there  are. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  Should  rules  and  regulations  define  this? 

•  Hansu  Kim:  Yes,  it  will  be  helpful  in  the  future. 
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•  Com  Gillespie:  We  should  have  a  proposed  list  of  all  these  different  arrangements. 

•  Jordanna  Thigpen:  The  point  of  a  definition  section  of  any  statute  is  only  if  there  is 
actually  going  to  be  reference  to  that  late  on  in  the  rules. 

•  Com  Breslin:  What  I'd  like  to  propose  for  the  next  meeting  is  a  public  service  section. 

•  Com  Oneto:  This  is  a  book  of  rules  and  regulations,  what's  done  between  a  company  and 
permit  holder  is  between  them. 

•  Com  Breslin:  For  the  next  meeting,  Jordanna  have  a  list  of  the  different  styles  of 
operation  then  we  can  take  it  into  consideration  throughout  the  book.  I  am  going  to 
continue  items  4  on. 

•  Jordanna  Thigpen:  Next  meeting,  November  5,  2007  at  10:30pm,  room  421. 
7.  Adjournment. 
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CITY  AND  COUNTY  OF 
SAN  FRANCISCO 


TAXI  COMMISSION 
MAYOR  GAVIN  NEWSOM 


SUBCOMITTEE  MEMBERS 

PATRICIA  BRESLIN,  CHAIR 
PAUL  GILLESPIE 
TOM  ONETO 


HEIDI  MACHEN,  EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR 


1. 


RULES  AND  REGULATIONS  SUBCOMMITTEE 

DOCUMENTS  DEPT. 

November  5, 2007  at  10:30  a.m. 
City  Hall,  1  Dr.  Carlton  B.  Goodlett  Place  n  « 

Room  421  INUV  U  ^  2007 


Call  to  Order/Roll  Call  SAN  FRANCISCO 

2.  General  Public  Comment  (Please  limit  public  comment  to  items  not  on  the  agerula^'-'^  LIBRAR 

3.  Adoption  of  Minutes  from  the  October  29,  2007  Subcommittee  Meeting 

4.  Consideration  of  Amendments  to  Taxicab/Ramped  Taxi  Rules  &  Regulations,  Section  3,  Definitions 
[DISCUSSION  AND  POSSIBLE  ACTION;  EXPLANATORY  DOCUMENTS] 

5.  Consideration  of  Amendments  to  Taxicab/Ramped  Taxi  Rules  &  Regulations,  Section  4,  Medallion 
Holders  [DISCUSSION  AND  POSSIBLE  ACTION;  EXPLANATORY  DOCUMENTS] 

6.  Consideration  of  Amendments  to  Taxicab/Ramped  Taxi  Rules  &  Regulations,  Section  5,  Color  Schemes 
[DISCUSSION  AND  POSSIBLE  ACTION;  EXPLANATORY  DOCUMENTS] 

7.  Consideration  of  Amendments  to  Taxicab/Ramped  Taxi  Rules  &  Regulations,  Section  6,  Drivers 
[DISCUSSION  AND  POSSIBLE  ACTION;  EXPLANATORY  DOCUMENTS] 

8.  Consideration  of  Amendments  to  Taxicab/Ramped  Taxi  Rules  &  Regulations,  Section  7,  Training 
[DISCUSSION  AND  POSSIBLE  ACTION;  EXPLANATORY  DOCUMENTS] 

9.  Consideration  of  Amendments  to  Taxicab/Ramped  Taxi  Rules  &  Regulations,  Section  8,  Dispatch 
[DISCUSSION  AND  POSSIBLE  ACTION;  EXPLANATORY  DOCUMENTS] 

10.  Consideration  of  Amendments  to  Taxicab/Ramped  Taxi  Rules  &  Regulations,  Section  9,  Ramped  Taxis 
[DISCUSSION  AND  POSSIBLE  ACTION;  EXPLANATORY  DOCUMENTS] 

1 1 .  Consideration  of  Amendments  to  Taxicab/Ramped  Taxi  Rules  &  Regulations,  Section  1 0,  Penalties 

12.  Consideration  of  Consolidation  of  Duplicate  or  Parallel  Rules  in  the  Taxicab/Ramped  Taxi  Rules  & 
Regulations,  Sections  1-10  [DISCUSSION  AND  POSSIBLE  ACTION;  EXPLANATORY 
DOCUMENTS] 

13.  Adjournment 


ACCESSIBLE  MEETING  POLICY 


Accessible  seating  for  persons  with  disabilities  (including  those  using  wheelchairs)  will  be  available. 

Individuals  who  are  unable  to  attend  the  meeting  but  would  like  to  comment  on  an  agenda  item  may  do  so  by  calling 
(415)  554-9632  during  the  meeting.  When  the  item  you  wish  to  comment  on  is  heard,  you  must  state  at  that  time  you 
wish  to  speak. 

Upon  request,  American  Sign  Language  interpreters  and/or  sound  enhancement  systems  will  be  available.  Please  contact  the 
Taxi  Commission  at  (415)  503-2180,  at  least  72  hours  prior  to  the  meeting.  Late  requests  will  be  honored  if  possible. 

Upon  request,  minutes  of  meetings  are  available  in  alternative  formats.  If  you  require  the  use  of  a  reader  during  a  meeting, 
please  contact  the  Taxi  Commission  at  (415)  503-2 1 80,  at  least  72  hours  prior  to  the  meeting.  Late  request  will  be  honored  if 
possible. 

Individuals  with  severe  allergies,  environmental  illness,  multiple  chemical  sensitivity  or  related  disabilities  may  call  the  Taxi 
Commission  at  (415)  503-2180  to  discuss  meeting  accessibility.  In  order  to  assist  the  City's  efforts  to  accommodate  such 
people,  attendees  at  public  meetings  are  reminded  that  other  attendees  may  be  sensitive  to  various  chemical  based  products. 
Please  help  the  City  to  accommodate  these  individuals. 

The  closest  accessible  BART  station  is  located  in  the  Civic  Center  at  Market  and  Eighth  Streets.  Accessible  MUNI  lines  serving 
this  location  are  Nos.  42  and  90.  For  information  about  MUNI  accessible  services,  call  (415)  923-6142. 

Accessible  parking  is  available  at  the  following  locations:  two  (2)  designated  blue  curb  spaces  on  the  southwest  corner  of 
McAllister  Street  at  Van  Ness  Avenue;  and  the  Performing  Arts  Garage  (entrance  on  Grove  Street  between  Franklin  and  Gough 
Streets,  immediately  behind  the  San  Francisco  War  Memorial  and  Performing  Arts  Center). 

KNOW  YOUR  RIGHTS  UNDER  THE  SUNSHINE  ORDINANCE 

Government's  duty  is  to  serve  the  public,  reaching  its  decision  in  full  view  of  the  public.  Commissions,  boards,  councils  and 
other  agencies  of  the  City  and  County  exist  to  conduct  the  people's  business.  The  Sunshine  Ordinance  assures  that 
deliberations  are  conducted  before  the  people  and  that  City  operations  are  open  to  the  people 's  review.  For  more  information 
on  your  rights  under  the  Sunshine  Ordinance  (Chapter  67  of  the  San  Francisco  Administrative  Code)  or  to  report  a  violation  of 
the  ordinance,  contact  Adele  Destro,  Interim  Administrator  by  mail  to  Sunshine  Ordinance  Task  force,  City  Hall,  1  Dr.  Carlton 
B.  Goodlett  Place,  Room  244,  by  phone  at  (415)  554-7724,  by  fax  at  (415)  554-7854  or  by  e-mail  at  sotfta),sfgov.org 
Citizens  interested  in  obtaining  a  copy  of  the  Sunshine  Ordinance  can  request  a  copy  from  Ms.  Adele  Destro  or  by  printing 
Chapter  67  of  the  San  Francisco  Administrative  Code  on  the  Internet,  at  http://www.amlegal.coni/sanfran/viewcode.htm 

SAN  FRANCISCO  LOBBYIST  ORDINANCE 

Attention:  Individuals  and  entities  that  influence  or  attempt  to  influence  local  legislative  or  administrative  action  may  be 
required  by  the  San  Francisco  Lobbyist  Ordinance  [SF  Campaign  &  Governmental  Conduct  Code  §  2. 1 00]  to  register  and  report 
lobbying  activity.  For  more  information  about  the  Lobbyist  Ordinance,  please  contact  the  San  Francisco  Ethics  Commission  at 
30  Van  Ness  Avenue,  Suite  3900,  San  Francisco,  CA  94102;  telephone  (415)  581-2300;  fax  (415)  581-2317;  web  site: 
sfgov.org/ethics. 

WARNING 

The  ringing  of  and  use  of  cell  phones,  pagers,  and  similar  sound-producing  devices  are  prohibited  at  this  meeting.  Please 
be  advised  that  the  Chair  may  order  the  removal  from  the  meeting  room  of  any  person(s)  responsible  for  the  ringing  or 
use  of  a  cell  phone,  pager,  or  other  similar  sound  producing  electronic  devices.  (San  Francisco  Administrative  Code,  sec. 
67 A.  1) 
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CITY  AND  COUNTY  OF 
SAN  FRANCISCO 


TAXI  COMMISSION 
MAYOR  GAVIN  NEWSOM 


WORKING  GROUP  SUBCOMITTEE  MEMBERS 


PATRICIA  BRESLIN,  CHAIR 
PAUL  GILLESPIE 
TOM  ONETO 


3.4 


Rules  and  Regulations  Subcommittee 

MINUTES 


?>" hi 


November  5,  2007  at  10:30am 
City  Hall,  1  Dr.  Carlton  B.  Goodlett  Place 
Room  421 


DOCUMENTS  DEPT. 


Present:  Breslin,  Oneto,  Gillespie 
Absent:  none 


NOV  3  0  2007 

SAN  FRANCISCO 
PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


Commission  called  the  meeting  to  order  at  10:36  A.M. 


1. 


Call  to  Order/Roll  Call 


2.  General  Public  Comment  (Please  limit  public  comment  to  items  not  on  the  agenda) 

3.  Adoption  of  Minutes  from  the  October  29,  2007  Subcommittee  Meeting. 

Adopted  without  objection. 

4.  Consideration  of  Amendments  to  Taxicab/Ramped  Taxi  Rules  &  Regulations,  Section  3,  Definitions 
[DISCUSSION  AND  POSSIBLE  ACTION;  EXPLANATORY  DOCUMENTS] 

•  Jordanna  Thigpen:  Section  1  contains  the  subcommittees  vote  regarding  the  correct  provisions  of  the 
code.  Section  3,  the  only  recommendation  that  came  out  was  to  alphabetize  and  staff  did  that.  You  also 
voted  to  remove  Section  K,  which  was  "Formal  Employee  Operations"  that  was  removed. 

•  Com  Breslin:  Keep  all  changes  as  redline,  the  Taxi  Commission  has  to  review  them  as  well. 

•  Jordanna  Thigpen:  Did  you  want  to  discuss  anything  pertaining  to  Section  3? 

•  Com  Breslin:  Isn't  there  one  definition  we  were  going  to  pull  over  to  another  section? 

•  Jordanna  Thigpen:  At  the  last  meeting  you  discussed  the  full-time  driver,  Section  D. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  Add  800  hours  to  Section  D. 

•  Com  Breslin:  Why  are  we  defining  full-time  driver? 

•  Jordanna  Thigpen:  Full  time  driver  is  described  in  the  Municipal  Police  Code  and  the  only  time  that 
term  is  used  is  to  refer  to  medallion  holders  who  have  a  driving  requirement. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  Maybe  D  &  A  should  be  combined  in  some  way. 

•  Com  Breslin:  I  guess  we  should  be  aware  of  where  it's  used  in  the  rule  book. 

•  Jordanna  Thigpen:  I  would  suggest  we  should  use  pre-k  and  post-k  that  would  clarify  it. 

•  Carl  Macmurdo:  Applicants  can  be  affected. 

•  Jordanna  Thigpen:  I  would  probably  leave  it  the  way  it  is  just  because  the  Municipal  Police  Code  uses 
that  terminology. 


Public  Comment 

•  Tom  Stanghellini:  We've  also  been  told  that  the  drivers  have  to  drive  800  hours  or  1 56  shifts.  If  156 
shifts  are  going  equal  75%  of  the  business  days,  how  are  we  figuring  it  out? 

•  Jordanna  Thigpen:  That  was  done  by  resolution  by  the  commission. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  We  took  75%  of  the  business  day.  We  used  a  four  day  week,  we  were  being  lenient. 

•  Wesley  Hollis:  Anytime  something  is  governed  by  the  Municipal  Police  Code,  there  should  be  notes  so 
people  know  where  to  look. 

•  Jordanna  Thigpen:  We  can  reference  1081(f). 

•  Marty  Smith:  Municipal  Police  Code  says  that  you  can  assign  your  medallion  at  any  time. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  Prop  K  states  that  you  cannot  be  assigned,  bought,  sold  or  transferred. 

•  Tom  Owens:  Municipal  Police  Code  does  not  say  anything  about  assignment 

•  Mark  Gruberg:  There  is  a  provision  in  the  MPC  that  says  you  are  allowed  to  lease  your  medallion. 

•  Tom  Owens:  One  does  not  produce  full-time  driving  during  a  lease  of  medallion. 

•  Com  Oneto:  We  might  be  moving  this  to  Section  2. 

•  Com  Breslin:  If  response  time  goals  are  removed  or  deleted  then  definitions  will  become  Section  2. 

5.   Consideration  of  Amendments  to  Taxicab/Ramped  Taxi  Rules  &  Regulations,  Section  4,  Medallion 
Holders  [DISCUSSION  AND  POSSIBLE  ACTION;  EXPLANATORY  DOCUMENTS] 

•  Jordanna  Thigpen:  For  4A1,  there  was  no  change  recommended. 

•  Com  Breslin:  For  4A1,  are  there  any  additional  ordinances  for  commissions  or  departments? 

•  Jordanna  Thigpen:  No  because  it  says,  "And  all  other  governmental  jurisdictions  through  which  the  permit 
holders  traverse." 

•  Marty  Smith:  It  should  say  medallion  holders  are  responsible  for  all,  not  the  color  scheme.  Section  1 124  of 
the  Municipal  Police  Code,  assigning  medallions. 

•  Com  Breslin:  Section  1 124  of  the  Municipal  Police  Code  is  Lease  of  the  Taxicab  permit  (reads  section). 

•  Jordanna  Thipen:  The  New  Municipal  Police  Code  supersedes  the  old  one. 

•  Rich  Hybels:  Section  1  covers  California  Workers  Compensation  Laws. 

•  Marty  Smith:  Cab  drivers  are  independent  contractors. 

•  Tom  Owens:  Some  cab  drivers  are  employees  some  are  true  independent  contractors  and  the  case  law 
doesn't  supersede  the  law. 

•  Marty  Smith:  In  what  sense  is  a  driver  an  independent  contractor  or  not  an  independent  contractor? 

•  Tom  Owens:  If  the  employer  exercises  the  degree  of  the  performance  over  the  cab  drivers  duties,  they  would 
be  considered  an  employee. 

•  Com  Breslin:  As  they  apply  to  the  medallion  holder  any  contract  driver  (and/or)  any  of  the  medallion 
holder's  employees.  Put  (and/or)  so  we  can  pick  and  choose  what  applies. 

•  Jordanna  Thigpen:  You  could  put  "shall  comply  with  applicable  provisions  of  the  charter"  and  that  way  it 
only  covers  the  ones  that  apply. 

•  Com  Oneto:  Dept  of  Agriculture  and  Weights  and  Measures?  Should  that  be  in  parenthesis? 

•  Com  Breslin:  We  can  take  the  Agriculture  out.  Let's  go  forward  with  the  word  applicable. 

•  Jordanna  Thigpen:  Section  4A2,  no  staff  recommendations. 

•  Marty  Smith:  The  waybills  in  the  office  we  attach  credit  card  slips.  Would  it  be  okay  to  photograph  them? 
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•  Jordanna  Thigpen:  We  are  talking  about  4A2,  cooperation. 

•  Jordanna  Thigpen:  Section  4A3,  no  staff  recommendations. 

•  Carl  Macmurdo:  I  would  suggest  we  not  have  staff  read  this,  it  will  save  time. 

•  Com  Breslin:  We  are  doing  this  for  the  record.  No  changes  to  4A3. 

•  Jordanna  Thigpen:  Section  4A4,  no  staff  recommendations. 

•  Wesley  Hollis:  Section  4A4,  establishes  gas/gate  cabs. 

•  Jordanna  Thigpen:  Section  4A5,  no  staff  recommendation. 

•  Rich  Hybels:  That  eliminates  1 8  inch  numbers,  that  would  save  color  schemes  money. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  Since  colors  are  apart  of  a  color  scheme  I  would  think  it's  the  color  schemes  responsibility. 

•  Marty  Smith:  If  someone  is  going  to  be  running  his  cab  in  my  company  he  should  be  responsible  for  putting 
his  letters  on. 

•  Jordanna  Thigpen:  You  have  a  right  to  contract  any  way  you  want. 

•  Com  Breslin:  Seems  to  me  numbers  stay  with  the  medallion  holder. 

•  Mark  Gruberg:  Medallion  holder  is  also  responsible. 

•  Jordanna  Thigpen:  Through  the  chair ,  may  I  offer  a  suggestion  to  simply  change  the  language  to  "  All 
medallion  holders  shall  ensure  that  their  in  compliance  with  section  5C  of  the  Rules  &  Regulations" 

•  Wesley  Hollis:  The  format  needs  to  be  changed  in  the  rule  book  that  requires  us  to  put  dispatcher's  phone 
numbers  on  cabs.  Why  do  we  need  1 8  inch  high  numbers? 

•  Marty  Smith:  From  overhead  looking,  it's  important  for  the  safety  of  the  driver. 

•  Com  Breslin:  The  medallion  holder  and  Color  Scheme  need's  to  ensure  compliance. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  It  should  be  the  color  schemes  responsibility;  it  should  also  be  under  the  medallion  section. 

•  Com  Breslin:  So  we  are  putting  this  under  Medallion  Holder  section  also. 

•  Jordanna  Thigpen:  Section  4A6,  staff  does  recommend  removing  (1 1/9/99),  the  dates  they  were  amended. 
I  would  also  like  to  recommended  it  say  "  the  taxicab  commission  or  its  designee" 

•  Jordanna  Thigpen:  Section  4A7  (reads) 

•  Jim  Gillespie:  Long-term  leases  if  they  were  to  say  the  name  of  the  medallion  holder/color  scheme. 

•  Com  Breslin:  Why  was  it  decided  in  1999,  does  anyone  know? 

•  Jordanna  Thigpen:  I  tried  to  find  the  minutes  from  1 999  and  they  weren't  online.  They  are  at  offsite 
storage.  My  suspicion  is  that  its  there  is  due  to  the  triple  lease  rule. 

•  Com  Breslin:  I  personally  favor  keeping  the  name  of  the  medallion  holder  and/or  color  scheme  holder  in 
addition  to  a  drivers  name  if  applicable. 

•  Jim  Gillespie:  Just  take  "only"  out. 

•  Jordanna  Thigpen:  If  you're  going  to  keep  the  triple  layer  lease  rule  it  could  be  modified  to  say  "must  only 
be  under  the  name  of  the  medallion  holder,  color  scheme  holder  or  driver"  in  whose  name  a  lease  is  issued. 

•  Com  Breslin:  Doesn't  the  color  scheme  carry  the  larger  insurance? 

•  Marty  Smith:  All  companies  hold  one  million  dollars  anyhow. 

•  Com  Breslin:  You're  saying  it  would  have  to  be  the  medallion  holder  and  the  driver  or  the  color  scheme  and 
the  driver. 

•  Jordanna  Thigpen:  Just  those  three  types  of  classes  would  be  my  recommendation. 

•  Rich  Hybels:  I  recommend  that  only  financial  institutions  be  the  lien  holder. 
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•  Com  Oneto:  As  long  as  we  make  sure  that  the  insurance  is  covered. 

•  Jordanna  Thigpen:  Section  4A8  (reads)  no  amendments  or  suggestion  to  that  subsection. 

•  Com  Breslin:  Should  be  looking  to  having  more  vehicle  inspections? 

•  Mark  Grueburg:  There  are  some  concerns  at  the  UTW  that  should  be  revisited  at  the  Taxi  Commission 
Safety  hearing. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  It  used  to  be  once  a  year  and  anything  over  200,000  miles  we  said  twice  a  year. 

•  Com  Breslin:  We  may  want  to  consider  a  vehicle  category. 

•  Marty  Smith:  It's  pretty  catastrophic  to  the  public  taking  these  off  the  streets  for  vehicle  inspections  twice  a 
year. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  We  are  not  proposing  to  change  anything. 

•  Com  Breslin:  We  all  agreed  to  keep  it  as  it  is. 

•  Jordanna  Thigpen:  Vehicle  H,  no  vehicle  which  is  older  than  8  model  years  may  serve  as  a  taxicab. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  I'll  just  say  that  I  think  this  rule  will  be  changed  when  we  come  up  with  our  clean  taxi 
ordinance  and  it's  the  same  with  C. 

•  Com  Breslin:  C,  starting  mileage,  I  want  to  make  sure  that  people  thinks  that's  reasonable. 

•  Marty  Smith:  I  don't  see  why  couldn't  go  100,000  mile  hybrids. 

•  Com  Breslin:  This  is  better  to  be  looked  at  in  conjunction  with  the  hybrid,  we  will  make  that 
recommendation  for  the  commission  to  look  at  in  conjunction  with  the  purchase  of  hybrids. 

•  Wesley  Hollis:  I  bought  my  cars  before  these  rules  were  made  it's  not  fair  to  owner  operators. 

•  Jordanna  Thigpen:  This  is  a  larger  discussion  that  will  be  addressed  at  the  safety  hearing. 

•  Com  Breslin:  We  are  not  going  to  make  any  recommendation  at  this  time. 

•  Jordanna  Thigpen:  Rule  4A9  (reads).  Staff  recommends  no  change  to  shift  changing  on  color  scheme 
property.  We  also  recommend  it  say  instead  of  Taxi  Detail  that  it  says  Taxi  Commission. 

•  Rich  Hybels:  I  don't  see  a  problem  with  alternative  sites  due  to  safety  issues. 

•  Saam  Aryam:  There  are  complaints  of  cabs  parked  on  the  street  and  being  broken  into.  If  we  can  park  it  at 
1630  Davidson,  we  can  keep  these  cabs  off  the  streets. 

•  Com  Breslin:  Do  we  agree  or  not  for  the  vehicle  to  be  left  at  the  color  scheme  place  of  business  or  at  an 
alternate  location  approved  by  the  Taxi  Commission? 

•  Jordanna  Thigpen:  Commission  did  not  approve  the  Redwood  City  location  because  you  felt  it  was  too  far 
from  the  city.  And  another  issue  was  control  over  the  industry;  waybills  are  not  being  turned  in. 

•  Marty  Smith:  There  is  nothing  in  the  rule  books  that  say  medallion  holders  have  to  live  in  San  Francisco. 

•  Mark  Grueburg:  Having  the  cabs  out  of  town  is  not  a  good  idea. 

•  Com  Breslin:  Are  there  some  type  of  boundaries? 

•  Jim  Gillespie:  I  think  if  long-term  leases  were  able  to  shift-change  in  the  city  it  would  allow  greater  service. 
We  are  concerned  about  the  safety,  lost  &  found  and  waybills. 

•  Com  Breslin:  Shift  changing  off  property  can  be  beneficial. 

•  Jordanna  Thigpen:  Some  type  of  regulation  to  turn  in  waybills  and  lost  property  has  to  apply  with  existing 
rules. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  People  are  shift  changing  without  advising  the  Taxi  Commission.  We  have  to  get  people  in 
compliance.  Waybills  need  to  be  turned  in  daily  and  nightly. 

•  Com  Oneto:  I  agree,  we  need  to  keep  cabs  in  San  Francisco  to  serve  San  Francisco. 
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Com  Breslin:  Two  recommendations;  first  is  to  stand  as  is,  second  recommendation  is  to  shift  change  within 
San  Francisco  or  the  airport. 

Com  Oneto:  They  still  have  to  notify  the  Taxi  Commission  about  where  they  are  shift  changing. 

Com  Gillespie:  Not  only  notifying  but  with  approval. 

Jordanna  Thigpen:  Could  they  shift  change  at  taxi  stands? 

Com  Breslin:  If  we  are  forcing  shift  changing  in  a  local  geographic. 

Marty  Smith:  The  airport  is  not  a  good  location. 

Wesley  Hollis:  I  think  it's  inappropriate  and  there  is  no  way  to  enforce  this  rule. 

Com  Breslin:  I  have  a  suggestion,  because  drivers  now  need  copies  of  waybills  for  the  medallion  application 
process.  Due  to  the  change  of  color  schemes,  I  believe  these  waybills  should  be  centralized  electronically. 
And  on  number  1 0  of  driving  your  own  medallion,  I  believe  it  serves  the  public  better  if  they  can  drive  any 
medallion  if  there  medallion  is  not  available.  I  would  like  discussion  on  these  topics. 

Adjournment  at  12:36pm. 
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RULES  AND  REGULATIONS  SUBCOMMITTEE 


1. 


DOCUMENTS  DEPT 


December  5, 2007  at  10:30  a.m. 
City  Hall,  1  Dr.  Carlton  B.  Goodlett  Place 

Room  421  NOV  3  o  2007 

Call  to  Order/Roll  Call  SAN  FRANCISCO 

2.  General  Public  Comment  (Please  limit  public  comment  to  items  not  on  the  agenda/JBLlC  LIBRARY 

3.  Adoption  of  Minutes  from  the  November  5, 2007  Subcommittee  Meeting 

4.  Consideration  of  Amendments  to  Taxicab/Ramped  Taxi  Rules  &  Regulations,  Section  3,  Definitions 
[DISCUSSION  AND  POSSIBLE  ACTION;  EXPLANATORY  DOCUMENTS] 

5.  Consideration  of  Amendments  to  Taxicab/Ramped  taxi  Rules  &  Regulations,  Section  4,  Medallion 
Holders  [DISCUSSION  AND  POSSIBLE  ACTION;  EXPLANATORY  DOCUMENTS] 

6.  Consideration  of  Amendments  to  Taxicab/Ramped  Taxi  Rules  &  Regulations,  Section  5,  Color  Schemes 
[DISCUSSION  AND  POSSIBLE  ACTION;  EXPLANATORY  DOCUMENTS] 

7.  Consideration  of  Amendments  to  Taxicab/Ramped  Taxi  Rules  &  Regulations,  Section  6,  Drivers 
[DISCUSSION  AND  POSSIBLE  ACTION;  EXPLANATORY  DOCUMENTS] 

8.  Consideration  of  Amendments  to  Taxicab/Ramped  Taxi  Rules  &  Regulations,  Section  7,  Training 
[DISCUSSION  AND  POSSIBLE  ACTION;  EXPLANATORY  DOCUMENTS] 

9.  Consideration  of  Amendments  to  Taxicab/Ramped  Taxi  Rules  &  Regulations,  Section  8,  Dispatch 
[DISCUSSION  AND  POSSIBLE  ACTION;  EXPLANATORY  DOCUMENTS] 

10.  Consideration  of  Amendments  to  Taxicab/Ramped  Taxi  Rules  &  Regulations,  Section  9,  Ramped  Taxis 
[DISCUSSION  AND  POSSIBLE  ACTION;  EXPLANATORY  DOCUMENTS] 

1 1 .  Consideration  of  Amendments  to  Taxicab/Ramped  Taxi  Rules  &  Regulations,  Section  1 0,  Penalties 

12.  Consideration  of  Consolidation  of  Duplicate  or  Parallel  Rules  in  the  Taxicab/Ramped  Taxi  Rules  & 
Regulations,  Sections  1-10  [DISCUSSION  AND  POSSIBLE  ACTION;  EXPLANATORY 
DOCUMENTS] 

13.  Adjournment 


ACCESSIBLE  MEETING  POLICY 


Accessible  seating  for  persons  with  disabilities  (including  those  using  wheelchairs)  will  be  available. 

Individuals  who  are  unable  to  attend  the  meeting  but  would  like  to  comment  on  an  agenda  item  may  do  so  by  calling 
(415)  554-9632  during  the  meeting.  When  the  item  you  wish  to  comment  on  is  heard,  you  must  state  at  that  time  you 
wish  to  speak. 

Upon  request,  American  Sign  Language  interpreters  and/or  sound  enhancement  systems  will  be  available.  Please  contact  the 
Taxi  Commission  at  (415)  503-2180,  at  least  72  hours  prior  to  the  meeting.  Late  requests  will  be  honored  if  possible. 

Upon  request,  minutes  of  meetings  are  available  in  alternative  formats.  If  you  require  the  use  of  a  reader  during  a  meeting, 
please  contact  the  Taxi  Commission  at  (415)  503-2180,  at  least  72  hours  prior  to  the  meeting.  Late  request  will  be  honored  if 
possible. 

Individuals  with  severe  allergies,  environmental  illness,  multiple  chemical  sensitivity  or  related  disabilities  may  call  the  Taxi 
Commission  at  (415)  503-2180  to  discuss  meeting  accessibility.  In  order  to  assist  the  City's  efforts  to  accommodate  such 
people,  attendees  at  public  meetings  are  reminded  that  other  attendees  may  be  sensitive  to  various  chemical  based  products. 
Please  help  the  City  to  accommodate  these  individuals. 

The  closest  accessible  BART  station  is  located  in  the  Civic  Center  at  Market  and  Eighth  Streets.  Accessible  MUNI  lines  serving 
this  location  are  Nos.  42  and  90.  For  information  about  MUNI  accessible  services,  call  (415)  923-6142. 

Accessible  parking  is  available  at  the  following  locations:  two  (2)  designated  blue  curb  spaces  on  the  southwest  corner  of 
McAllister  Street  at  Van  Ness  Avenue;  and  the  Performing  Arts  Garage  (entrance  on  Grove  Street  between  Franklin  and  Gough 
Streets,  immediately  behind  the  San  Francisco  War  Memorial  and  Performing  Arts  Center). 

KNOW  YOUR  RIGHTS  UNDER  THE  SUNSHINE  ORDINANCE 

Government 's  duty  is  to  serve  the  public,  reaching  its  decision  in  full  view  of  the  public.  Commissions,  boards,  councils  and 
other  agencies  of  the  City  and  County  exist  to  conduct  the  people's  business.  The  Sunshine  Ordinance  assures  that 
deliberations  are  conducted  before  the  people  and  that  City  operations  are  open  to  the  people 's  review.  For  more  information 
on  your  rights  under  the  Sunshine  Ordinance  (Chapter  67  of  the  San  Francisco  A  dministratfve  Code)  or  to  report  a  violation  of 
the  ordinance,  contact  Adele  Destro,  Interim  Administrator  by  mail  to  Sunshine  Ordinance  Taskforce,  City  Hall,  1  Dr.  Carlton 
B.  Goodlett  Place,  Room  244,  by  phone  at  (415)  554-7724,  by  fax  at  (415)  554-7854  or  by  e-mail  at  sotMsfgov.org 
Citizens  interested  in  obtaining  a  copy  of  the  Sunshine  Ordinance  can  request  a  copy  from  Ms.  Adele  Destro  or  by  printing 
Chapter  67  of  the  San  Francisco  Administrative  Code  on  the  Internet,  at  http://www.amlegal.com/sanfran/viewcode.htm 

SAN  FRANCISCO  LOBBYIST  ORDINANCE 

Attention:  Individuals  and  entities  that  influence  or  attempt  to  influence  local  legislative  or  administrative  action  may  be 
required  by  the  San  Francisco  Lobbyist  Ordinance  [SF  Campaign  &  Governmental  Conduct  Code  §  2. 100]  to  register  and  report 
lobbying  activity.  For  more  information  about  the  Lobbyist  Ordinance,  please  contact  the  San  Francisco  Ethics  Commission  at 
30  Van  Ness  Avenue,  Suite  3900,  San  Francisco,  CA  94102;  telephone  (415)  581-2300;  fax  (415)  581-2317;  web  site: 
sfgov.org/ethics. 

WARNING 

The  ringing  of  and  use  of  cell  phones,  pagers,  and  similar  sound-producing  devices  are  prohibited  at  this  meeting.  Please 
be  advised  that  the  Chair  may  order  the  removal  from  the  meeting  room  of  any  person(s)  responsible  for  the  ringing  or 
use  of  a  cell  phone,  pager,  or  other  similar  sound  producing  electronic  devices.  (San  Francisco  Administrative  Code,  sec. 
67 A.  1) 
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CITY  AND  COUNTY  OF 
SAN  FRANCISCO 


TAXI  COMMISSION 
MAYOR  GAVIN  NEWSOM 


COMMISSIONERS  TELEPHONE  (415)  554-7737 
PAUL  GILLESPIE,  PRESIDENT,  ext.  3 
PATRICIA  BRESLIN,  VICE  PRESIDENT 


RICHARD  BENJAMIN,  COMMISSIONER,  ext.  1 


MALCOLM  HEINICKE,  COMMISSIONER,  ext.  4 
BRUCE  OKA,  COMMISSIONER,  ext  5 
TOM  ONETO,  COMMISSIONER,  ext  6 


MSN  PAEK,  COMMISSIONER,  ext  7 


HEIDI  MACHEN,  EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR 


MEMORANDUM 


DOCUMENTS  DEPT 


To:  Rules  Subcommittee  Members 
From:  Jordanna  Thigpen 
Date:  November  29, 2007 

Re:  Recommended  Rule  Changes  -  December  5, 2007  Agenda 


NOV  3  0  2007 

SAN  FRANCISCO 
PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


This  is  the  same  memorandum  which  had  issued  before  at  prior  meetings.  Everyone  has  a  copy,  it 
is  only  attached  for  benefit  of  members  of  the  public  who  may  not  have  attended  prior  meetings. 

Staff  Recommendations  on  Particular  Rules: 

1.  Rule  4.A.9:  Rule  4.A.9  actually  has  several  components.  One  component  is  that  medallion 
holders  shall  ensure  that  their  vehicle  shift-changes  on  taxicab  company  property.  Staff 
recommends  no  change  to  that  portion  of  Rule  4.A.9.  The  other  component  is  that  waybills  shall 
be  retained  on  taxicab  company  property  for  a  minimum  of  six  years.  Staff  recommends  no 
change  to  this  portion  of  Rule  4.A.9  due  to  the  fact  that  the  Rule  allows  for  scanning/electronic 
format  of  waybills  after  one  year  for  those  companies  who  choose  to  avail  themselves  of  that 
option. 

2.  Rule  4.A.10:  This  rule  requires  medallion  holders  to  drive  their  own  taxicab  number  vehicle 
when  complying  with  Proposition  K.  Staff  recommends  only  a  housekeeping  change  to  this  Rule 
to  reflect  "the  full  time  driving  requirement  provisions  of  MPC  s  1081(b)"  and  does  not 
recommend  eliminating  this  rule. 

3.  Rule  4.A.12:  Staff  proposes  adding  the  following  language:  "This  includes  the  submission  of 
false  and  fraudulent  waybills  or  other  documents." 

4.  Rule  4.A.13:  Staff  proposes  adding  a  Rule  4.A.13  to  reflect  the  responsibilities  of  medallion 
holders  to  complete  waybills  in  accordance  with  MPC  s  1138.  Staff  proposes  adding  the 
following  provision: 

Rule  4.A.13:  All  Medallion  Holders  shall  use  the  waybill  format  prescribed  by  the  Taxi 
Commission  or  their  designee.  Waybills  shall  be  completed  in  indelible  ink,  and  shall 
include  the  medallion  holder 's  signature  at  the  commencement  of  this  shift  as  well  as  the 
badge  number  and  total  number  of  hours  worked.  Waybills  shall  be  time-stamped  by  a 
computerized  time  stamp  or  shall  contain  the  time  in  and  out  in  some  other  format.  This 
waybill  is  to  be  filed  at  the  Color  Scheme  Holder's  principal  place  of  business  at  the 
conclusion  of  each  shift.  Waybills  that  do  not  comply  with  this  requirement  will  not  be 
counted  towards  the  Medallion  Holder 's  driving  requirement. 
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5.  Rule  4.A.14:  In  accordance  with  a  parallel  rule  in  the  Driver  Section,  staff  recommends  adding 
the  following  language:  "Every  Medallion  Holder  shall  give  written  notice  to  the  Taxi 
Commission  within  ten  (10)  days  of  any  change  of  residence  address.  A  post  office  box  is  not 
permitted." 

6.  Rule  4.C.1:  This  rule  limits  the  layer  of  leases  to  3.  Staff  recommends  requiring  gas  and  gates 
only  for  all  shifts  to  eliminate  the  widespread  problem  of  leasing  in  the  industry. 

7.  Rule  5.A.7:  This  concerns  color  scheme  holders'  (and  their  employees')  acceptance  of  tips  and 
gratuities.  Staff  recommends  no  change  to  this  rule. 

8.  Rule  5.A.9:  This  concerns  false  statements  to  the  Taxi  Commission  or  Police  Department.  Staff 
recommends  adding  the  following  sentence.  "This  includes  submission  of  false  or  fraudulent 
waybills,  driver's  rosters,  and  other  documents." 

9.  Rule  5.B.6:  This  rule  requires  color  scheme  holders  to  ensure  that  medallion  holders  shift  change 
on  property.  Staff  recommends  amending  the  rule  only  to  eliminate  the  language  "for  'formal 
employee  operations'"  since  it  is  vague  and  does  not  appear  in  any  of  the  other  sections  where  this 
rule  appears. 

10.  Rule  5.C.10.b:  This  is  the  "top  light  on"  rule.  This  rule  requires  that  the  top  light  be  illuminated 
when  the  taxi  is  available  for  passengers.  This  rule  appears  in  the  Color  Scheme  section  and 
realistically  should  appear  in  the  Driver  section.  Staff  recommends  moving  the  relevant  language 
to  the  Driver  Section  and  creating  a  new  Rule  6.C.16,  and  amending  Rule  5.C.10.b  to  state  that 
"Such  top  light  shall  be  capable  of  illumination  at  all  times." 

1 1 .  Rule  5.E.l.b:  Staff  recommends  eliminating  this  rule  as  it  is  obsolete  until  further  notification  by 
the  Board,  and  if  that  happens,  it  can  be  added  back  in. 

12.  Rule  5.G.2:  Staff  recommends  housekeeping  (c)  and  (d)  which  were  deleted  in  2003.  Staff 
recommends  adding  what  will  be  a  new  section  (e)  which  will  state  "State  of  California  Smog 
Certificate.  All  vehicles  shall  provide  evidence  of  a  current  smog  certificate  demonstrating 
compliance  with  State  of  California  air  quality  requirements  or  exemption  thereof." 

13.  Rule  5.H.10:  Staff  proposes  amending  5.H.10  to  require  presentation  of  waybills  to  the  Taxi 
Commission  with  the  following  language: 

. .  .Color  Schemes  will  devise  their  own  waybill  filing  system  and  present  waybills  to  the 
Taxicab  Commission  or  their  designee  within  twenty-four  (24)  hours  of  notification.  The 
waybill  filing  system  shall  ensure  that  waybills  are  organized  numerically  or 
alphabetically  by  medallion  holder  and  by  day  and  month  for  each  medallion  holder. 
Color  Schemes  who  fail  to  comply  with  this  requirement  may  be  assessed  an 
administrative  penalty.  The  Commission  will  inspect  the  waybills  and  may  retain  any 
waybills  that  are  necessary  to  pursue  a  disciplinary  case.  Pursuant. . . 

14.  Rule  5.H.15:  Staff  recommends  amending  Rule  5.H.15  as  follows:  "On  the  first  business  day  of 
each  week,  all  Color  Scheme  Holders  shall  fax,  to  the  Taxi  Commission,  a  comprehensive  list  of 
all  Drivers  and  Medallion  Holders  associated  with  the  Color  Scheme  which  shall  state  whether 
or  not  each  individual  has  submitted  waybills  for  the  previous  week.  Submission  of false  or 
fraudulent  lists  shall  be  grounds  for  discipline  including  suspension  or  revocation  of  a  Color 
Scheme. " 

15.  Rule  5.H.16:  Despite  some  confusion  about  the  worker's  compensation  requirement,  worker's 
compensation  is  required  by  State  law  and  by  legal  precedent.  Therefore  staff  recommends  no 
change  to  Rule  5.H.16. 

16.  Rule  5.J.5:  Staff  recommends  adding  the  following  provision:  "Any  Color  Scheme  Holder, 
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manager,  owner,  or  employer  having  actual  knowledge  that  a  medallion  holder  has  received  a 
conviction  for  Driving  Under  the  Influence  (DUI),  whether  at  the  time  of  application  for 
affiliation  with  a  color  scheme,  during  a  color  scheme  change,  or  during  the  duration  of  affiliation 
with  that  color  scheme,  shall  immediately  notify  the  Taxi  Commission."  Staff  recommends  a 
$250  minimum  penalty  for  this  offense.  This  is  absolutely  necessary  to  protect  the  integrity  of  the 
drivers  and  medallion  holders  in  this  industry. 

17.  Rule  5.K.1:  In  accordance  with  the  recommendations  above  pertaining  to  medallion  holders  staff 
recommends  eliminating  the  leasing  system  and  going  to  gas  and  gates. 

1 8.  Rule  6.A.10:  This  rule  concerns  medical  examinations  for  taxicab  drivers.  It  is  not  clear  that  this 
Rule  has  ever  been  enforced  in  the  history  of  Proposition  K.  Staff  recommends  eliminating  this 
Rule. 

19.  Rule  6.A.11:  In  accordance  with  the  recommendations  above,  staff  recommends  changing  this 
Rule  to  reflect  gas  and  gates  only. 

20.  Rule  6.C.1:  Staff  recommends  moving  the  relevant  language  concerning  the  top  lights  to  this 
section. 

21 .  Rule  6.C.8:  Staff  recommends  changing  the  words  "A-card"  to  "badge  number." 

22.  Rule  6.C.10:  Although  this  Rule  is  unenforceable  industry-wide  from  a  resources  perspective, 
having  it  in  place  encourages  the  use  of  radio  calls.  Staff  recommends  no  change  to  this  Rule. 

23.  Rule  6.E.2:  Staff  recommends  eliminating  this  Rule  as  it  is  unacceptably  vague. 

24.  Rule  6.E.5:  Staff  does  not  recommend  any  changes  to  this  Rule. 

25.  Rule  6.E.6:  Staff  does  not  recommend  any  changes  to  this  Rule. 

26.  Rule  7.A.1:  Staff  recommends  that  the  training  for  new  taxicab  drivers  be  increased  to  a 
minimum  often  (10)  hours  to  include  an  extra  hour  for  sensitivity  to  individuals  who  fall  within 
the  purview  of  the  Americans  with  Disabilities  Act  and  an  extra  hour  for  customer  relations. 

27.  Rule  9.A.9:  Staff  proposes  adding  the  following  section:  "All  permit  holders  holding  a  ramped 
taxi  medallion  regulated  under  Division  IIA  of  Article  16  must  fill  out  a  waybill  in  accordance 
with  MPC  §  1 138  and  must  specify  which  fares  are  ramp  pickups." 
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CITY  AND  COUNTY  OF 
SAN  FRANCISCO 


TAXI  COMMISSION 
MAYOR  GAVIN  NEWSOM 


WORKING  GROUP  SUBCOMTTTEE  MEMBERS 


PATRICIA  BRESLIN,  CHAIR 
PAUL  GILLESPIE 
TOM  ONETO 


Rules  and  Regulations  Subcommittee 

MINUTES 


December  5,  2007  at  10:30am 
City  Hall,  1  Dr.  Carlton  B.  Goodlett  Place 
Room  421 


DOCUMENTS  DEPT. 


Present:  Breslin,  Oneto,  Gillespie 
Absent:  none 


JAN  -  8  2C08 


SAN  FRANCISCO 
PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


1.  Call  to  Order/Roll  Call  ruDUU 

2.  General  Public  Comment  (Please  limit  public  comment  to  items  not  on  the  agenda) 

•  Marty  Smith:  We  should  have  a  meeting  solely  to  discuss  workers  compensation. 

•  Com  Breslin:  I  will  request  that  this  be  put  on  the  regular  commission  agenda  to  form  a  subcommittee 
and  see  if  the  commissioners  would  want  to  do  it. 

•  Hansu  Kim:  I'd  like  to  aggressively  talk  about  what  I  think  are  serious  problems  about  our  rules.  Many 
of  our  rules  are  being  applied  not  consistently.  Rules  are  based  on  the  older  model  of  the  Taxi  Industry. 

•  Com  Breslin:  Are  you  saying  throw  out  this  rule  book  or  continue  doing  what  we  are  doing? 

•  Hansu  Kim:  I'm  offended  that  we  are  trying  to  pursue  old  rules  that  do  not  apply. 

•  Chuffa:  I'm  for  the  driving  requirement  until  it's  changed.  For  the  fust  year  you  have  to  drive  1 56 
shifts.  People  should  get  the  chance  to  choose  between  800  hours  or  1 56  shifts. 

•  Nate  Dwiri:  (Presents  document  showing  tracking  of  a  cab).  We  can  present  this  information  anytime  to 
the  commission. 

•  Tariq  Mamoud:  I  don't  appear  in  the  minutes. 

•  Com  Breslin:  Most  comments  are  related  to  action.  Not  everybody  needs  to  be  included  in  the  minutes. 

•  Tariq  Mamoud:  I  represent  a  large  number  of  drivers.  I  am  surprised  this  rules  committee  is  still  going 
on,  we  are  going  to  MTA. 

3.  Adoption  of  Minutes  from  the  November  5,  2007  Subcommittee  Meeting. 

Adopted  without  objection. 

4.  Consideration  of  Amendments  to  Taxicab/Ramped  Taxi  Rules  &  Regulations,  Section  3,  Definitions 
[DISCUSSION  AND  POSSIBLE  ACTION;  EXPLANATORY  DOCUMENTS] 

•  Com  Breslin:  I  would  like  to  reorder  these  and  pick  up  where  we  left  off,  on  section  4,  Vehicle 
Operation  Standards.  We  have  some  commissioner  and  subcommittee  recommendations. 

•  Jordanna  Thigpen:  Clarifies  record  from  November  5,  2007  minutes;  regarding  Section  4A7. 


•    Com  Breslin:  We  are  looking  at  keeping  it  the  way  it  is  or  changing  it  to  include  the  driver.  The  other 
alternative  was  to  drop  off  "only". 

Public  Comment: 

•  Rich  Hybels:  The  car  has  to  be  in  the  company  name,  I'm  not  going  to  be  signing  any  notes  for 
anyone. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  Are  you  advocating  for  changing? 

•  Rich  Hybels:  I  guess  so. 

•  Chuffa:  Why  don't  we  leave  this  rule  as  it  is? 

•  Com  Breslin:  To  me  the  question  is;  are  we  going  to  add  the  driver  to  the  registration? 

•  Marty  Smith:  If  he's  buying  the  car,  the  driver  should  be. 

•  Jordanna  Thigpen:  My  concern  is  the  problem  of  brokers. 

•  Michael  Spain:  All  pink  slips  have  a  title  and  a  lien  holder.  The  title  can  be  in  anybody's  name. 

•  Marty  Smith:  In  the  controllers'  report  they  talked  about  the  long  term  lease  as  being  a  discounted 
gate  anyhow.  The  brokers  are  doing  a  good  job  running  sub-businesses. 

•  Com  Breslin:  Right  now  it  says  "Medallion  holder  and/or  Color  scheme  holder."  Can  it  say,  along 
with  the  driver  if  applicable? 

•  Tariq  Mamoud:  Whoever  owns  the  car  should  have  the  name. 

•  Nate  Dwiri:  We  should  allow  drivers  to  be  on. 

•  Hansu  Kim:  We  should  add  drivers  to  adapt. 

•  Barry  Taranto:  Problem  of  brokers. 

•  Tom  Oneto:  I  am  not  against  adding  the  driver,  but  we  need  to  put  more  teeth  in  Section  4C. 

•  John  Lazar:  When  you  buy  the  insurance  on  the  car  you  notify  them  of  who  is  the  owner  and  who 
is  driving  the  car. 

•  Mark  Gruberg:  There's  a  simple  notion  that  needs  to  be  injected;  who  is  paying  for  the  vehicle? 

•  Tom  Oneto:  Motion  that  we  add  drivers  on  to  this. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  Second 

AYES:  Breslin,  Gillespie 
NOES:  0 

Consideration  of  Amendments  to  Taxicab/Ramped  Taxi  Rules  &  Regulations,  Section  4,  Medallion 
Holders  [DISCUSSION  AND  POSSIBLE  ACTION;  EXPLANATORY  DOCUMENTS] 

•  Com  Breslin:  4. A. 8;  was  discussed  last  time.  4. A. 9;  shift  changing  on  color  scheme  property,  last  time 
we  discussed  shift  changing  at  BART  Stations  or  other  places. 

•  Com  Breslin:  I  am  concerned  about  shift  changing  off  property  because  of  distance  to  drivers.  A  lot  of 
people  are  doing  it. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  Distance  is  an  issue. 

•  Tom  Oneto:  Even  if  it  was  allowed  what  would  preclude  if  they  were  going  to  change  a  shift  at  a  BART 
station?  Why  wouldn't  a  cab  driver  be  able  to  pick  up  that  next  driver  at  the  BART  station  then  go  into 
the  yard? 

Public  Comment: 

•  Robert  Cesana:  Why  is  the  medallion  holder  responsible  and  not  the  color  scheme?  I  have  no 
control  of  my  cab  when  I'm  not  driving  it.  Crime  and  safety  are  big  risks. 
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•  Hansu  Kim:  This  is  an  antiquated  rule  in  my  opinion.  We  have  30%  of  the  industry  doing  long- 
term  leasing.  This  rule  hurts  public  service,  I  cannot  think  of  one  good  reason  to  keep  this  rule. 

•  Barry  Taranto:  This  is  my  favorite  rule  to  change.  There  is  an  existing  violation  everywhere.  It 
should  be  within  the  city  so  SFPD  can  control  it.  Long-term  lease  should  be  within  the  City  & 
County  of  San  Francisco  except  that  there  should  be  proper  documentation  at  the  Color  Scheme, 
Taxi  Detail  and  the  Taxi  Commission  so  that  they  know  where  the  cab  is  located  when  it's  not  in 
service. 

•  Michael  Spain:  New  arrangements  have  resulted  in  people  passing  cabs  off  wherever  it's 
convenient.  This  rule  only  helps  the  regulators. 

•  Ruach  Graffis:  If  there's  no  room  for  a  driver  to  park  the  cab  at  the  company  lot  we  may  end  up 
with  a  mobile  trailer  calling  itself  a  cab  company.  Color  Schemes  need  facilities. 

•  Saam  Aryan:  If  they  don't  have  enough  room,  they  should  be  allowed  to  shift  change  at  overflow 
lots. 

•  Tone  Lee:  Muni  is  allowing  shift  changes  throughout  the  city  for  efficiency. 

•  Dan  Hinds:  Shift  changes  occur  off  property  primarily  due  to  preferences  of  the  individuals 
involved. 

•  Wesley  Hollis:  This  rule  is  an  unreasonable  intrusion.  Drivers  should  change  shifts  wherever  is 
reasonable  to  them. 

•  Chuffa:  Rule  4.A.9  is  interfering  with  the  business  itself. 

•  Charles  Rathbone:  Color  Schemes  need  to  know  who  is  operating  the  cab  and  where  it  is.  Why  not 
restrict  the  privilege  to  cabs  that  are  GPS  enabled?  It  might  be  an  incentive. 

•  Nate  Dwiri:  There  are  practical  realities  that  infringe  upon  business.  The  fleet  is  about  to  be 
expanded  and  companies  would  have  to  have  more  room. 

•  Tariq  Mamoud:  Cars  have  been  stolen  many  times.  We  should  allow  shift  changes  in  the  City  and 
County  of  San  Francisco. 

•  Rich  Hybels:  Its  better  for  the  public  to  shift  change  in  the  city. 

•  John  Lazar:  The  Color  Scheme  should  be  responsible  for  collecting  credit  cards,  paratransit  and 
waybills.  They  should  know  whose  driving  the  car  and  checking  the  safety  of  the  vehicle. 

•  Marty  Smith:  I  am  for  changing  the  cabs  in  the  city.  Muni  changes  shifts  all  over  the  city. 

•  Jordanna  Thigpen:  We  should  try  a  pilot  program,  allowing  a  specific  company  that  would  agree  to 
report  the  results  accurately. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  A  wholesale  change  would  result  in  a  major  backlash  from  the  public.  I  understand 
that  there  are  long-term  leases  but  I  don't  think  the  city  wants  1 500  cabs  parked  on  the  streets. 

•  Tom  Oneto:  We  can't  allow  any  of  these  changes  where  SFPD  does  not  have  jurisdiction.  Muni 
does  allow  shift  changes  but  they  do  have  a  place  to  park  those  buses  when  there  not  in  service.  1 
have  a  problem  with  changing  it. 

•  Com  Breslin:  I  agree  it  should  be  in  the  city  if  we  go  forward.  I  like  the  idea  that  was  suggested  that 
it  should  be  limited  to  those  taxis  with  GPS  systems. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  How  many  parking  spaces  are  there  in  the  San  Francisco  taxi  industry? 

•  Barry  Taranto:  Gates  and  gas  cabs  still  should  be  changed  on  property.  The  cabs  have  to  be 
changed  in  the  city  no  matter  what.  There  should  be  huge  fines  if  the  manager  cannot  locate  the 
vehicle  within  an  hour. 

•  Dan  Hinds:  Lost  &  Found  is  handled  by  the  driver  calling  in. 
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•  Marty  Smith:  Companies  that  only  have  GPS  should  be  allowed  to  do  this,  that's  unfair.  It  should 
go  to  everybody. 

•  Carl  Macmurdo:  Long  term  leases  should  be  given  maximum  flexibility. 

•  Michael  Spain:  What  is  this  obsession  with  SFPD  controlling?  Everyone  knows  there  are  lots  of 
drivers  in  San  Mateo  County. 

•  John  Lazar:  People  are  driving  cabs  without  even  having  an  A-card.  It's  a  breach  of  security. 

•  Tariq  Mamoud:  The  issue  today  is  the  long  term  lease  holders  not  1500  cabs. 

•  Com  Breslin:  I'm  going  to  propose  that  we  are  at  an  impasse  here  on  this  particular  issue;  we  need  a 
little  more  information. 

•  Hansu  Kim:  I  think  there  is  a  misunderstanding  the  way  we  are  looking  at  drivers  and  long  term 
leases. 

•  Tom  Oneto:  Motion  to  move  everything  after  "pursuant"  in  4. A. 9.,  to  the  Color  Scheme  section. 

•  Com  Breslin:  Second,  Jordanna  Thigpen  to  prepare  report  on  how  many  people  have  requested 
under  4. A. 9  to  park  anywhere. 

AYES:  Breslin,  Gillespie 
NOES:  0 

•  Com  Breslin:  I  recommend  that  we  strike  section  4.A.10. 

•  Mark  Gruberg:  Public  interest  should  dominate 

•  Robert  Cesana:  It  is  not  in  the  public  interest  to  have  this  rule.  It's  up  to  the  Taxi  Commission  to  find 
an  electronic  way  to  verify  waybills. 

•  Barry  Toranto:  It  is  public  interest  for  medallion  holders  to  drive  their  own  vehicle.  It's  a  public  safety 
issue. 

•  Carl  Macmurdo:  It  does  not  service  the  public  when  a  cab  has  to  sit  in  the  lot.  I  appreciate  Patricia 
wanting  to  take  this  rule  away. 

•  Mark  Gruberg:  This  rule  needs  to  stay.  Fraud  is  an  enormous  problem,  this  doesn't  belong  in  this 
committee,  this  isn't  a  rule  its  apart  of  Prop  K. 

•  Ruach  Graffis:  I  agree  with  Mark  and  Barry. 

•  Tariq  Mamoud:  Let  the  cab  go  and  let  the  cab  serve  the  public.  There  are  many  other  ways  to  track  the 
waybills. 

•  Chuffa:  If  he's  not  driving  his  own  cab  it  means  there  is  some  kind  of  problem.  Fraud  is  every  where; 
don't  tie  everything  to  waybills  and  the  driving  requirement. 

•  Marty  Smith:  I  think  this  rule  should  be  done  away  with.  What  does  it  matter  what  cab  is  driven  as 
long  as  the  driving  requirement  is  met? 

•  Tone  Lee:  Many  permit  holders  are  old  and  tired  of  driving.  As  long  as  a  cab  is  ready,  who  cares? 

•  Com  Breslin:  Fulfilling  a  driving  requirement  is  not  remotely  related  to  what  cab  fulfills  it  in.  Let's 
tighten  up  the  condition  of  the  spares.  I  move  to  strike  4.A.10. 

•  Tom  Oneto:  I  would  have  to  vote  no  until  the  two  committees  have  a  dialogue. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  I  have  mixed  feelings  about  this  because  I  understand  that  it's  wasteful  to  have  a  cab 
sitting  in  the  lot  during  rush  hour.  I  think  maybe  this  can  be  a  percentage  thing.  I  think  most  medallion 
holders  want  to  drive  their  own  medallion. 

•  Com  Breslin:  The  motion  to  remove  this  rule  was  not  2nd  but  we  have  it  on  record. 

$$ 

Adjournment. 
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Rules  and  Regulations  Subcommittee 

AGENDA 


January  11, 2008  at  10:30  a.m. 
City  Hall,  1  Dr.  Carlton  B.  Goodlett  Place 
Room  408 


1 .  Call  to  Order/Roll  Call 

2.  General  Public  Comment  (Please  limit  public  comment  to  items  not  on  the  agenda) 

3.  Adoption  of  Minutes  from  the  December  5,  2007  Subcommittee  Meeting 

4.  Consideration  of  Amendments  to  Taxicab/Ramped  Taxi  Rules  &  Regulations,  Section  3,  Definitions 
[DISCUSSION  AND  POSSIBLE  ACTION;  EXPLANATORY  DOCUMENTS] 

5.  Consideration  of  Amendments  to  Taxicab/Ramped  Taxi  Rules  &  Regulations,  Section  4,  Medallion 
Holders  [DISCUSSION  AND  POSSIBLE  ACTION;  EXPLANATORY  DOCUMENTS] 

6.  Consideration  of  Amendments  to  Taxicab/Ramped  Taxi  Rules  &  Regulations,  Section  5,  Color  Schemes 
[DISCUSSION  AND  POSSIBLE  ACTION;  EXPLANATORY  DOCUMENTS] 

7.  Consideration  of  Amendments  to  Taxicab/Ramped  Taxi  Rules  &  Regulations,  Section  6,  Drivers 
[DISCUSSION  AND  POSSIBLE  ACTION;  EXPLANATORY  DOCUMENTS] 

8.  Consideration  of  Amendments  to  Taxicab/Ramped  Taxi  Rules  &  Regulations,  Section  7,  Training 
[DISCUSSION  AND  POSSIBLE  ACTION;  EXPLANATORY  DOCUMENTS] 

9.  Consideration  of  Amendments  to  Taxicab/Ramped  Taxi  Rules  &  Regulations,  Section  8,  Dispatch 
[DISCUSSION  AND  POSSIBLE  ACTION;  EXPLANATORY  DOCUMENTS] 

10.  Consideration  of  Amendments  to  Taxicab/Ramped  Taxi  Rules  &  Regulations,  Section  9,  Ramped  Taxis 
[DISCUSSION  AND  POSSIBLE  ACTION;  EXPLANATORY  DOCUMENTS] 

11.  Consideration  of  Amendments  to  Taxicab/Ramped  Taxi  Rules  &  Regulations,  Section  10,  Penalties 

12.  Consideration  of  Consolidation  of  Duplicate  or  Parallel  Rules  in  the  Taxicab/Ramped  Taxi  Rules  & 
Regulations,  Sections  1-10  [DISCUSSION  AND  POSSIBLE  ACTION;  EXPLANATORY 
DOCUMENTS] 

13.  Adjournment 
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ACCESSIBLE  MEETING  POLICY 


Accessible  seating  for  persons  with  disabilities  (including  those  using  wheelchairs)  will  be  available. 

Individuals  who  are  unable  to  attend  the  meeting  but  would  like  to  comment  on  an  agenda  item  may  do  so  by  calling 
(415)  554-9632  during  the  meeting.  When  the  item  you  wish  to  comment  on  is  heard,  you  must  state  at  that  time  you 
wish  to  speak. 

Upon  request,  American  Sign  Language  interpreters  and/or  sound  enhancement  systems  will  be  available.  Please  contact  the 
Taxi  Commission  at  (415)  503-2180,  at  least  72  hours  prior  to  the  meeting.  Late  requests  will  be  honored  if  possible. 

Upon  request,  minutes  of  meetings  are  available  in  alternative  formats.  If  you  require  the  use  of  a  reader  during  a  meeting, 
please  contact  the  Taxi  Commission  at  (4 1 5)  503-2 1 80,  at  least  72  hours  prior  to  the  meeting.  Late  request  will  be  honored  if 
possible. 

Individuals  with  severe  allergies,  environmental  illness,  multiple  chemical  sensitivity  or  related  disabilities  may  call  the  Taxi 
Commission  at  (415)  503-2180  to  discuss  meeting  accessibility,  hi  order  to  assist  the  City's  efforts  to  accommodate  such 
people,  attendees  at  public  meetings  are  reminded  that  other  attendees  may  be  sensitive  to  various  chemical  based  products. 
Please  help  the  City  to  accommodate  these  individuals. 

The  closest  accessible  BART  station  is  located  in  the  Civic  Center  at  Market  and  Eighth  Streets.  Accessible  MUNI  lines  serving 
this  location  are  Nos.  42  and  90.  For  information  about  MUNI  accessible  services,  call  (415)  923-6142. 

Accessible  parking  is  available  at  the  following  locations:  two  (2)  designated  blue  curb  spaces  on  the  southwest  corner  of 
McAllister  Street  at  Van  Ness  Avenue;  and  the  Performing  Arts  Garage  (entrance  on  Grove  Street  between  Franklin  and  Gough 
Streets,  immediately  behind  the  San  Francisco  War  Memorial  and  Performing  Arts  Center). 

KNOW  YOUR  RIGHTS  UNDER  THE  SUNSHINE  ORDINANCE 

Government's  duty  is  to  serve  the  public,  reaching  its  decision  in  full  view  of  the  public.  Commissions,  boards,  councils  and 
other  agencies  of  the  City  and  County  exist  to  conduct  the  people's  business.  The  Sunshine  Ordinance  assures  that 
deliberations  are  conducted  before  the  people  and  that  City  operations  are  open  to  the  people 's  review.  For  more  information 
on  your  rights  under  the  Sunshine  Ordinance  (Chapter  67  of  the  San  Francisco  Administrative  Code)  or  to  report  a  violation  of 
the  ordinance,  contact  Adele  Destro,  Interim  Administrator  by  mail  to  Sunshine  Ordinance  Task  force,  CityHall,  1  Dr.  Carlton 
B.  Goodlett  Place,  Room  244,  by  phone  at  (415)  554-7724,  by  fax  at  (415)  554-7854  or  by  e-mail  at  sotf(a)^fgov.org 
Citizens  interested  in  obtaining  a  copy  of  the  Sunshine  Ordinance  can  request  a  copy  from  Ms.  Adele  Destro  or  by  printing 
Chapter  67  of  the  San  Francisco  Administrative  Code  on  the  Internet,  at  http://www.amlegal.com/sanfran/viewcode.htm 

SAN  FRANCISCO  LOBBYIST  ORDINANCE 

Attention:  Individuals  and  entities  that  influence  or  attempt  to  influence  local  legislative  or  administrative  action  may  be 
required  by  the  San  Francisco  Lobbyist  Ordinance  [SF  Campaign  &  Governmental  Conduct  Code  §  2. 1 00]  to  register  and  report 
lobbying  activity.  For  more  information  about  the  Lobbyist  Ordinance,  please  contact  the  San  Francisco  Ethics  Commission  at 
30  Van  Ness  Avenue,  Suite  3900,  San  Francisco,  CA  94102;  telephone  (415)  581-2300;  fax  (415)  581-2317;  web  site: 
sfgov.org/ethics. 

WARNING 

The  ringing  of  and  use  of  cell  phones,  pagers,  and  similar  sound-producing  devices  are  prohibited  at  this  meeting.  Please 
be  advised  that  the  Chair  may  order  the  removal  from  the  meeting  room  of  any  person(s)  responsible  for  the  ringing  or 
use  of  a  cell  phone,  pager,  or  other  similar  sound  producing  electronic  devices.  (San  Francisco  Administrative  Code,  sec. 
67A.1) 
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Rules  and  Regulations  Subcommittee 

MINUTES 
January  11,  2008  at  10:30am 
City  Hall,l  Dr.  Carlton  B.  Goodlett  Place 
Room  408 


GOVERNMENT 
DOCUMENTS  DEPT 


JAN  2  6  ZOiZ 

SAN  FRANCISCO 
PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


Present:  Breslin,  Oneto 
Absent:  Gillespie 
Called  meeting  at  10:44  am 

1.  Call  to  Order/Roll  Call 

2.  General  Public  Comment  (Please  limit  public  comment  to  items  not  on  the  agenda) 
Com  Breslin:  Any  recommendations  will  be  forwarded  to  the  commission. 

Tone  Lee:  We  still  have  rules  based  on  police  rules  made  many  years  ago. 

3.  Adoption  of  Minutes  from  the  December  5,  2007  Subcommittee  Meeting. 
Adopted  without  objection. 

4.  Consideration  of  Amendments  to  Taxicab/Ramped  Taxi  Rules  &  Regulations^  Section  3, 
Definitions  [DISCUSSION  AND  POSSIBLE  ACTION;  EXPLANATORY  DOCUMENTS] 

Com  Breslin:  Last  time  I  had  an  impasses  regarding  item  4, 1  would  like  to  revisit  it. 

Com  Breslin:  I  would  like  to  begin  with  agenda  number  5. 

Jordanna  Thigpen:  We  will  continue  item  4 
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5.     Consideration  of  Amendments  to  Taxicab/Ramped  Taxi  Rules  &  Regulations,  Section  4, 
Medallion  Holders  [DISCUSSION  AND  POSSIBLE  ACTION;  EXPLANATORY 
DOCUMENTS] 

Jordanna  Thigpen:  (Reads  rule  4.A.10)  Staff  has  a  recommendation  to  specify  Municipal 
Police  Code  1081(f)  instead  of  "Appendix  2  etc." 

Com  Breslin:  I  recommended  deleting  this  section  and  I  would  like  to  send  it  to  the 
commissioners.  With  the  recommendation,  the  driving  requirement  should  not  be  held  to  which 
cab  they  drive.  I  would  like  to  know  the  process  to  remove  something  from  the  Municipal  Police 
Code. 

Jordanna  Thigpen:  It's  through  the  Board  of  Supervisors;  the  Commission  would  have  to 
make  a  resolution  and  the  Board  would  have  to  pass  an  ordinance. 


Public  Comment 

CharlcsRathbone:  It's  in  the  publics  interest  to  get  the  cabs  on  the  street  instead  of  sitting 
in  the  lot. 

Mark  Gruberg:  Rule  says,  unless  the  cab  is  out  of  service  they  don't  have  to  drive  a  spare. 
There  is  a  tremendous  possibility  of  abuse  here,  it's  going  to  be  hard  to  track  and  audit  medallion 
holders  if  they  drive  any  cab. 

Carl  Macmurdo:  I  want  to  review  auditing  and  tracking.  Sgt.  Simpson  addressed  that  if  a 
taxi  were  unavailable  it  would  be  considered  out  of  service.  If  I  drive  a  cab  it  doesn't  matter  what 
number  I  drive.  This  is  terrible  for  public  service  if  this  rule  is  enforced. 

Marty  Smith:  It  doesn't  make  a  difference  what  vehicle  is  driven;  if  a  medallion  holder 
drives  he  should  get  credit  for  it.  It  makes  a  big  difference  when  you  are  getting  the  cabs  out. 
This  is  a  law  that  is  no  good  and  should  be  done  away  with. 

Jim  Gillespie:  A  lot  of  people  felt  that  cabs  would  be  taken  care  of.  Majority  of  spares  are 
in  good  condition.  I  don't  support  this  because  I  think  the  public  is  better  served. 

Com  Oneto:  Is  it  just  the  medallion  holders  or  do  you  put  everyone's  waybills  in  alpha 

order? 

Jim  Gillespie:  We  store  all  medallions  by  individuals,  if  a  driver  is  on  the  list  it  takes  time 
to  pull  his  waybills. 

Com  Oneto:  Why  couldn't  you  keep  the  first  ten  on  the  list  that  are  up  for  medallions  in 

order? 
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Jim  Gillespie:  We  have  been  following  staff  instructions  when  organizing  waybills. 

Com  Oneto:  I  know  that  your  company  is  one  of  the  ones  with  GPS;  electronic  tracking. 
I've  been  asking  to  see  what  it  is  that  your  computer  system  produces  for  the  last  month. 

Jim  Gillespie:  We  don't  have  anything,  we  have  been  waiting  too.  We  purchased  two 
trailers  that  we  store  waybills  in. 

Com  Breslin:  Can  we  have  a  list  of  the  fields  that  are  in  that  GPS  system? 

Com  Oneto:  If  we  could  come  up  with  a  system  that  would  enhance  the  waybills,  it  would 
make  it  much  easier.  I'm  looking  to  see  what  we  can  come  up  with  that  can  be  more  efficient. 

Jim  Gillespie:  I'll  bring  that  up  as  a  point  so  that  we  can  develop  it  and  get  it  accepted. 

Jordanna  Thigpen:  Marty  wants  to  announce  electronic  waybills. 

Hansu  Kim:  There  are  several  companies  that  are  providing  electronic  cashiers.  You  will 
see  this  in  the  next  2-3  years.  One  thing  I  have  developed  is  a  triplicate  copy  waybill  so  the  driver 
can  always  have  a  copy,  as  well  as  the  Color  Scheme  and  the  Taxi  Commission. 

Com  Oneto:  Is  there  a  way  of  scanning  a  copy  of  a  waybill  into  the  computer? 

Hansu  Kim:  That's  what  Yellow  does,  electronically. 

Jordanna  Thigpen:  Marty  informed  me  that  he  has  an  electronic  waybill.  He  is  debuting  it 
on  January  23rd  at  his  company. 

Marty  Smith:  With  this  waybill,  it  works  off  the  meter  and  GPS.  It  takes  the  address  you're 
in  front  of  and  it  feeds  back  to  the  computer  at  the  company. 

Barry  Korngold:  I've  driven  cabs  that  medallion  holders  drive  all  the  time  and  they  don't 
keep  them  up.  I'm  tired  of  getting  in  cabs  that  aren't  fixed. 

Com  Oneto:  I  don't  have  an  issue  with  removing  this  if  it's  tied  into  a  technological 
advantage  that  we  could  use  to  monitor  what's  going  on.  Why  was  this  section  put  in  place  in  the 
first  place? 

Com  Breslin:  I'd  like  to  just  talk  about  how  this  technological  advantage  can  affect  driving 
your  own  taxi.  I  think  it's  really  unrelated,  my  sole  concern  is  driving  your  own  cab;  they  don't 
meet  the  driving  requirement  if  they  don't  drive  their  own  cab.  I  think  it's  unfair  as  far  as  the 
driving  requirement  is  concerned.  I  motion  to  send  a  recommendation  that  4. A.  10  is  deleted 
because  it  doesn't  make  sense. 

Com  Oneto:  I  won't  oppose  it  going  to  the  commission;  I  don't  think  it's  appropriate  to 
throw  this  out  to  the  commission  without  a  full  staff  on  the  committee. 
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Jordanna  Thigpen:  (Reads  Rule  4.A.11)  In  this  section  staff  recommends  to  change  "Taxi 
Detail"  to  the  "Taxi  Commission"  since  we  handle  all  the  administrative  functions.  For  your 
consideration,  there  had  been  some  discussion  that  once  people  have  fulfilled  the  driving 
requirement  they  won't  have  to  make  the  notification. 

Com  Breslin:  What  is  the  connection  between  not  driving  and  notifying?  If  they're  a 
medallion  holder  they  need  to  be  contacted  if  their  medallion  is  in  use. 

Jordanna  Thigpen:  They  are  required  to  notify  us  if  they  change  their  address,  which  is 
one  of  the  issues. 

Com  Breslin:  I'm  still  trying  to  reach  the  connection.  I  actually  tend  to  side  with  a  little 
invasion  of  privacy. 

Com  Oneto:  I  know  that  there  is  a  section  in  "drivers"  for  change  of  address  but  not  in  the 
medallion  holder  section. 

Jordanna  Thigpen:  Medallion  holders  are  required  to  get  an  A-card,  so  they  have  to 
comply  under  the  driver  section  to  comply  with  the  address  rule. 

Com  Oneto:  If  you  can  come  up  with  an  alternative  wording  that  would  require  them  to 
notice  a  change  to  where  they  can  be  reached. 

Com  Breslin:  It  should  parallel  the  drivers'  requirements,  they  would  need  to  notice  the 
Taxi  Commission  if  they  will  not  be  residing  at  the  address  on  file  for  10  days  or  more. 

Com  Oneto:  We  can  let  staff  come  up  with  some  language. 

Jordanna  Thigpen:  The  rules  need  to  be  a  little  more  stringent. 

Com  Breslin:  We  need  to  be  able  to  contact  the  medallion  holder  if  something  happens  with 
the  medallion. 

Charles  Rathbone:  We  are  in  this  business  for  freedom  and  independence. 

Hansu  Kim:  Speaking  on  behalf  of  Robert  Cesana,  he  finds  this  rule  personally  offensive. 
If  the  driver  is  fulfilling  the  requirement  then  it  should  not  be  the  Taxi  Commission's  business. 

Com  Breslin:  do  you  feel  that  the  medallion  holder  needs  to  keep  the  color  scheme 
informed? 

Hansu  Kim:  Majority  of  medallion  holders  basically  should  provide  contact  information  to 
the  Color  Scheme.  Communication  to  the  Color  Scheme  is  appropriate. 

Com  Breslin:  Should  we  put  this  under  Color  Scheme  and  not  Medallions? 
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Hansu  Kim:  A  medallion  holder  who  is  his  own  Color  Scheme  should  notify  their  dispatch, 
they  would  have  to  let  the  commission  know. 

Com  Oneto:  Medallion  holders  are  holding  a  city  asset;  I  believe  that  the  commission 
should  be  able  to  get  in  touch  with  these  people  because  of  this  situation. 

Hansu  Kim:  Robert  Cesana  has  a  problem  contacting  the  commission  when  he  driving  and 
not  driving.  Just  as  long  as  his  medallion  is  serving  the  public. 

Com  Oneto:  It's  appropriate  for  the  commissioners  to  know  contact  information. 

Com  Breslin:  We  have  to  deal  with  single  medallion/color  schemes  in  a  different  way 

Tone  Lee:  A  lot  of  medallion  holders  are  not  complying  with  this  law  to  notify  the  Taxi 
Commission,  they  don't  pay  attention  to  this.  I  think  the  30  days  is  very  important.  They  should 
require  the  Color  Scheme  to  notify  the  Taxi  Commission. 

Com  Breslin:  You  believe  that  at  all  times  we  need  to  know  how  to  contact  the  medallion 
holder?  Or  are  you  saying  we  need  to  know  that,  that  individual  went  somewhere  for  three  weeks? 

Jordanna  Thigpen:  Tone  is  saying  that  post  k  medallion  holders  must  notify  the 
commission  of  contact  information  but  also  notify  the  color  scheme  of  non-driving. 

Com  Breslin:  I  don't  see  anything  wrong  with  the  contact  issue. 

Marty  Smith:  Continuous  operation  is  what  is  important.  The  dispatch  company  should  be 
in  contact  with  the  medallion  holder  not  the  color  scheme.  This  rule  was  put  this  in  for  continuous 
operation  not  for  vacation. 

Barry  Korngold:  I  think  it's  an  invasion  of  privacy  because  it's  not  anyone's  business 
where  you  are  going.  I  think  it's  important  that  the  Taxi  Commission  has  contact  information. 

Com  Oneto:  If  we  wanted  to  send  certified  mail,  we  can't  do  it  over  the  phone. 

Barry  Korngold:  I  shouldn't  have  to  give  up  my  freedom. 

Mark  Gruberg:  I  don't  think  that  the  regulatory  purpose  is  strong  enough  to  keep  this;  I 
think  it  creates  a  regulatory  burden.  It's  a  privacy  issue,  contact  information  is  vital  for  medallion 
holders'  own  protection.  I  would  take  out  this  section  and  substitute  it  for  contact. 

Carl  Macmurdo:  With  that  said  the  30  days  should  be  120-1 80  days.  This  needs  to  be 
taken  out. 

Jim  Gillespie:  We  have  so  many  rules,  so  I  look  at  this  and  I  think  the  responsibility  should 
be  between  the  color  scheme  and  medallion  holder. 
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Com  Oneto:  I  understand  about  the  privacy  but  it's  been  a  concern  that  we've  had  issues  of 
medallion  holders  being  unreachable.  This  section  as  it's  written  should  be  taken  out  and  revised 
as  to  where  they  could  be  contacted. 

Jordanna  Thigpen:  I  think  Commissioner  Oneto's  point  could  be  dealt  with  by  a  document 
being  submitted,  if  you  are  gone  for  an  extended  period  of  time  you  agree  that  in  your  absence  we 
can  mail  materials  to  the  color  scheme.  I  can  draft  some  different  variations. 

Com  Breslin:  I'm  not  sure  if  I  would  like  to  hold  the  color  scheme  responsible. 

Jim  Gillespie:  Every  medallion  holder  would  have  to  sign  that  the  color  scheme  is  only 
doing  a  service. 

Jordanna  Thigpen:  I'll  draft  some  language  for  the  next  meeting.  {Reads  Section  4.A.12) 

Mark  Gruberg:  I  would  like  to  see  an  affirmative  statement  for  the  medallion  holders  to 
sign  how  many  hours  were  driven  for  the  years.  It  would  be  one  added  tool  in  getting  compliance. 

Jordanna  Thigpen:  It  can  be  in  the  Form  1095. 

Com  Breslin:  Recommendation  to  leave  it  as  it  is. 

Jordanna  Thigpen:  {Reads  Section  4.R.1) 

Com  Breslin:  Wasn't  there  something  to  do  with  the  owner  of  the  vehicle? 

Jordanna  Thigpen:  Section  4.A.7,  title  and  registration.  If  you  were  going  to  include 
change  to  4.A.7  you  would  have  to  add  "additional  party"  into  4.B.1 . 

Com  Breslin:  Do  you  have  the  wording  of  what  we  required  in  the  other  section? 

Jordanna  Thigpen:  I  don't  have  it  with  me  but  I  will  bring  it  next  time. 


Public  Comment: 

Charles  Rathbone:  What  is  the  need  of  having  a  medallion  holders  name  on  insurance? 
Does  the  insurance  company  require  50  different  documents?  If  you  work  for  UPS,  there  are 
1000s  of  drivers;  do  all  drivers  names  have  to  go  on  insurance? 

Jordanna  Thigpen:  UPS  is  under  general  liability,  their  drivers  are  employees. 

Charles  Rathbone:  In  the  case  there  is  an  accident  I  don't  see  the  importance  that  my  name 
be  shown  on  the  insurance  papers.  Its  just  seems  like  a  strange  burden. 

Jim  Gillespie:  I  personally  think  that  there  is  some  confusion,  when  it  comes  to  insurance 
policy,  they  get  a  list  of  drivers  and  medallion  holders,  they  know  at  the  insurance  company  who  is 
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driving  that  vehicle.  If  a  medallion  holder  buys  his  own  car/insurance  you  may  see  his  name  on 
the  insurance. 

Com  Breslin:  Every  time  you  take  on  a  new  medallion  you  update  your  insurance  list? 
Jim  Gillespie:  Yes.  Are  we  talking  about  registration? 
Jordanna  Thigpen:  We  will  get  to  4.B.3. 

Com  Breslin:  1  and  3  can  be  combined  with  the  exception  of  permit  registration. 

Marty  Smith:  When  a  medallion  holder  leases  his  medallion  to  a  driver  on  a  long-term 
lease,  you  can  let  him  have  his  name  on  the  registration. 

Mark  Gruberg:  Naming  the  medallion  holder  on  insurance  policies  will  be  additional 
protection  for  the  medallion  holder. 

Com  Breslin:  Is  there  any  instance  where  the  owner  of  the  vehicle  will  be  covered  in  this? 

Mark  Gruberg:  We  have  tons  of  owners  of  vehicles  who  are  not  medallion  holders 

Tone  Lee:  One  is  independent  or  gate/gas.  A  lot  of  cab  companies  have  insurance  under 
registered  owner.  This  is  a  little  complicated  with  the  current  law  and  DMV  law. 

Jordanna  Thigpen:  4.B.3  would  seem  to  duplicate  4.A.7. 

Com  Oneto:  No,  as  I  understand  it  all  the  medallion  holders  are  on  a  policy. 

Jordanna  Thigpen:  4.A.7  includes  spares;  4.B.3  is  a  little  bit  more  specific. 

Com  Breslin:  Moving  4.A.7  into  4.B.3.  I  would  like  to  know  if  anyone  has  a  problem  with 
that?  Does  anyone  have  any  issues  with  4.B.2? 

Jim  Gillespie:  I  was  pretty  sure  that  you  had  changed  4.A.7  to  propose  adding  the  name  of 
the  long  term  lease  driver. 

Jordanna  Thigpen:  The  owner  could  be  the  long  term  lease  holder  who  is  the  driver. 

Com  Breslin:  4.A.7  will  take  the  place  of  4.B.3,  anyone  have  a  problem  with  4.B.2? 

Jordanna  Thigpen:  (Reads  Rule  4.C.1) 

Com  Breslin:  Any  comments  or  proposed  changes? 

Charles  Rathbone:  Observation  is  I  understand  the  comments,  this  no  longer  reflects  the 
reality  of  the  taxi  industry. 

Jordanna  Thigpen:  One  recommendation,  increase  the  penalty  and  fines  for  more 
regulatory  power. 
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Mark  Gruberg:  I  wanted  to  agree  with  what  Charles  said.  We  have  a  regulatory  scheme; 
dispatch  services,  color  schemes,  drivers  and  medallion  holders,  there  are  lot  of  shadow 
companies. 

Com  Breslin:  Can  you  give  me  a  real  example  of  "managing  medallions" 

Marty  Smith:  They  are  making  deals  with  the  color  schemes  and  drivers. 

Com  Breslin:  Are  the  brokers  connected  with  the  Color  Scheme? 

Jordanna  Thigpen:  I  can  draw  you  a  flow  chart  for  the  next  meeting. 

Ruach:  There  are  medallion  holders/drivers  that  are  doing  illegal  things.  Three  layers  need 
to  be  enforced. 

Jim  Gillespie:  There  may  be  a  legitimate  broker  but  there  are  some  that  need  to  be  sought 
out  and  put  out  of  business.  I  have  caught  and  kicked  out  guys  that  were  doing  this  and  revoked 
their  contracts,  3  layers  are  sufficient. 

Saam  Aryan:  If  these  brokers  want  to  manage  why  don't  they  form  a  Color  Scheme?  They 
don't  want  a  color  scheme  because  they  don't  want  enforcement. 

Com  Breslin:  3  layers  need  to  have  more  teeth,  and  I'd  have  it  go  to  the  commission  to 
decide.  The  3  layers  don't  reflect  reality. 

Com  Oneto:  I  am  in  full  agreement;  we  do  not  need  a  4th  party  in  on  this. 

Jordanna  Thigpen:  The  underworld  is  starting  to  come  in  due  to  lack  of  real  penalties  for 
enforcement. 

Com  Breslin:  I  am  interested  in  seeing  the  flow  chart. 

Saam  Aryan:  Electronic  waybills  can  be  developed  very  easily. 

Jordanna  Thigpen:  (Reads  Rule  4.C.2) 

Com  Breslin:  I  see  no  problem,  public  comment? 

Public  Comment: 

Sylvia:  It  has  a  lot  to  do  with  the  management  and  the  police  department. 
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7.  Adjournment. 
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Cancelled 


Rules  and  Regulations  Subcommittee 

January  31,  2008  at  10:30  a.m. 
City  Hall,l  Dr.  Carlton  B.  Goodlett  Place 
Room  408 


GOVERNMENT 
DOCUMENTS  DEPT 

JAN  26  2012 

SAN  FRANCISCO 
PUBLIC  LIBRARY 

ACCESSIBLE  MEETING  POLICY 

Accessible  seating  for  persons  with  disabilities  (including  those  using  wheelchairs)  will  be 
available. 
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Members  of  the  public  who  wish  to  listen  to,  and/or  participate  in  this  meeting  but  are  unable  to 
physically  attend,  may  call  the  Taxi  Commission  Bridge  Line  at  (415)  554-9632.  Call  after  6:30 
pm  and  a  staff  person  will  handle  requests  to  speak  at  the  appropriate  times  on  the  agenda. 


Upon  request,  American  Sign  Language  interpreters  and/or  sound  enhancement  systems  will  be 
available.  Please  contact  the  Taxi  Commission  at  (415)  503-2180,  at  least  72  hours  prior  to  the 
meeting.  Late  requests  will  be  honored  if  possible. 


Upon  request,  minutes  of  meetings  are  available  in  alternative  formats.  If  you  require  the  use  of  a 
reader  during  a  meeting,  please  contact  the  Taxi  Commission  at  (415)  503-2180,  at  least  72  hours 
prior  to  the  meeting.  Late  request  will  be  honored  if  possible. 


Individuals  with  severe  allergies,  environmental  illness,  multiple  chemical  sensitivity  or  related 
disabilities  may  call  the  Taxi  Commission  at  (415)  503-2180  to  discuss  meeting  accessibility.  In 
order  to  assist  the  City's  efforts  to  accommodate  such  people,  attendees  at  public  meetings  are 
reminded  that  other  attendees  may  be  sensitive  to  various  chemical  based  products.  Please  help 
the  City  to  accommodate  these  individuals. 


The  closest  accessibleBART  station  is  located  in  the  Civic  Center  at  Market  and  Eighth 
Streets.  Accessible  MUNI  lines  serving  this  location  are  Nos.  42  and  90.  For  information  about 
MUNI  accessible  services,  call  (415)  923-6142. 


Accessible  parking  is  available  at  the  following  locations:  two  (2)  designated  blue  curb  spaces  on 
the  southwest  corner  of  McAllister  Street  at  Van  Ness  Avenue;  and  the  Performing  Arts  Garage 
(entrance  on  Grove  Street  between  Franklin  and  Gough  Streets,  immediately  behind  the  San 
Francisco  War  Memorial  and  Performing  Arts  Center). 


KNOW  YOUR  RIGHTS  UNDER  THE  SUNSHINE 

ORDINANCE 

Government's  duty  is  to  serve  the  public,  reaching  its  decision  in  full  view  of  the 

public.  Commissions,  boards,  councils  and  other  agencies  of  the  City  and  County  exist  to  conduct 
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the  people 's  business.  The  Sunshine  Ordinance  assures  that  deliberations  are  conducted  before 
the  people  and  that  City  operations  are  open  to  the  people 's  review.  For  more  information  on 
your  rights  under  the  Sunshine  Ordinance  (Chapter  67  of  the  San  Francisco  Administrative  Code) 
or  to  report  a  violation  of  the  ordinance,  contact  Adele  Destro,  Interim  Administrator  by  mail  to 
Sunshine  Ordinance  Task  force,  City  Hall,  1  Dr.  Carlton  B.  Goodlett  Place,  Room  244,  by  phone 
at  (415)  554-7724,  by  fax  at  (415)  554-7854  or  by  e-mail  at  sotf(3)jfgov.or2 

Citizens  interested  in  obtaining  a  copy  of  the  Sunshine  Ordinance  can  request  a  copy  from  Ms. 
Adele  Destro  or  by  printing  Chapter  67  of  the  San  Francisco  Administrative  Code  on  the  Internet, 
at  http://www.amlegal.com/sanfran/viewcode.htm 


SAN  FRANCISCO  LOBBYIST  ORDINANCE 

Attention:  Individuals  and  entities  that  influence  or  attempt  to  influence  local  legislative  or 
administrative  action  may  be  required  by  the  San  Francisco  Lobbyist  Ordinance  [SF  Campaign  & 
Governmental  Conduct  Code  §  2.100]  to  register  and  report  lobbying  activity.  For  more 
information  about  the  Lobbyist  Ordinance,  please  contact  the  San  Francisco  Ethics  Commission  at 
30  Van  Ness  Avenue,  Suite  3900,  San  Francisco,  CA  94102;  telephone  (415)  581-2300;  fax  (415) 
581-2317;  web  site:  sfgov.org/ethics. 


WARNING 

The  ringing  of  and  use  of  cell  phones,  pagers,  and  similar  sound-producing 
devices  are  prohibited  at  this  meeting.  Please  be  advised  that  the  Chair  may 
order  the  removal  from  the  meeting  room  of  any  person(s)  responsible  for  the 
ringing  or  use  of  a  cell  phone,  pager,  or  other  similar  sound  producing 
electronic  devices.  ( San  Francisco  Administrative  Code,  sec.  67A.1) 
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•  SFMTA  Board 

•  SFMTA  CAC 

•  Transit  Meetings 

•  Bicycle  Meetings 
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•  Livable  Streets 

•  Taxi  Meetings 

•  Walk  Meetings 

•  Parking  Meetings 

•  Traffic  Meetings 
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SFMTA      Municipal  Transportation  Agency 


SFMTA  home  >  About  Us  >  Meetings  >  Taxicab  Commission  >  February  8,  2008-Rules  and 
Regulations  Subcommittee 

Rules  and  Regulations  Subcommittee 
AGENDA 

February  8,  2008  at  10:30  a.m.  GOVERNMENT 

DOCUMENTS  DEPT 

City  Hall,l  Dr.  Carlton  B.  Goodlett  Place 

JAN  2  6  Z01Z 

Room  408 

SAN  FRANCISCO 

1 .  Call  to  Order/Roll  Call  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 

2.  General  Public  Comment  (Please  limit  public  comment  to  items  not  on  the  agenda) 

3.  Adoption  of  Minutes  from  the  December  5,  2007  Subcommittee  Meeting 

4.  Consideration  of  Amendments  to  Taxicab/Ramped  Taxi  Rules  &  Regulations,  Section  3, 
Definitions  [DISCUSSION  AND  POSSIBLE  ACTION;  EXPLANATORY 
DOCUMENTS] 

5.  Consideration  of  Amendments  to  Taxicab/Ramped  Taxi  Rules  &  Regulations,  Section  4, 
Medallion  Holders  [DISCUSSION  AND  POSSIBLE  ACTION;  EXPLANATORY 
DOCUMENTS] 

6.  Consideration  of  Amendments  to  Taxicab/Ramped  Taxi  Rules  &  Regulations,  Section  5, 
Color  Schemes  [DISCUSSION  AND  POSSIBLE  ACTION;  EXPLANATORY 
DOCUMENTS] 

7.  Consideration  of  Amendments  to  Taxicab/Ramped  Taxi  Rules  &  Regulations,  Section  6, 
Drivers  [DISCUSSION  AND  POSSIBLE  ACTION;  EXPLANATORY  DOCUMENTS] 

8.  Consideration  of  Amendments  to  Taxicab/Ramped  Taxi  Rules  &  Regulations,  Section  7, 
Training  [DISCUSSION  AND  POSSIBLE  ACTION;  EXPLANATORY  DOCUMENTS] 

9.  Consideration  of  Amendments  to  Taxicab/Ramped  Taxi  Rules  &  Regulations,  Section  8, 
Dispatch  [DISCUSSION  AND  POSSIBLE  ACTION;  EXPLANATORY  DOCUMENTS] 

10.  Consideration  of  Amendments  to  Taxicab/Ramped  Taxi  Rules  &  Regulations.  Section  9, 
Ramped  Taxis  [DISCUSSION  AND  POSSIBLE  ACTION;  EXPLANATORY 
DOCUMENTS] 
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1 1 .  Consideration  of  Amendments  to  Taxicab/ Ramped  Taxi  Rules  &  Regulations,  Section  1 0, 
Penalties 

12.  Consideration  of  Consolidation  of  Duplicate  or  Parallel  Rules  in  the  Taxicab/Ramped 
Taxi  Rules  &  Regulations,  Sections  1-10  [DISCUSSION  AND  POSSIBLE  ACTION; 
EXPLANATORY  DOCUMENTS] 

13.  Adjournment 


ACCESSIBLE  MEETING  POLICY 


Accessible  seating  for  persons  with  disabilities  (including  those  using  wheelchairs)  will  be 
available. 


Individuals  who  are  unable  to  attend  the  meeting  but  would  like  to  comment  on  an  agenda 
item  may  do  so  by  calling  (415)  554-9632  during  the  meeting.  When  the  item  you  wish  to 
comment  on  is  heard,  you  must  state  at  that  time  you  wish  to  speak. 


Upon  request,  American  Sign  Language  interpreters  and/or  sound  enhancement  systems  will  be 
available.  Please  contact  the  Taxi  Commission  at  (415)  503-2180,  at  least  72  hours  prior  to  the 
meeting.  Late  requests  will  be  honored  if  possible. 


Upon  request,  minutes  of  meetings  are  available  in  alternative  formats.  If  you  require  the  use  of  a 
reader  during  a  meeting,  please  contact  the  Taxi  Commission  at  (415)  503-2180,  at  least  72  hours 
prior  to  the  meeting.  Late  request  will  be  honored  if  possible. 


Individuals  with  severe  allergies,  environmental  illness,  multiple  chemical  sensitivity  or  related 
disabilities  may  call  the  Taxi  Commission  at  (415)  503-2180  to  discuss  meeting  accessibility.  In 
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order  to  assist  the  City's  efforts  to  accommodate  such  people,  attendees  at  public  meetings  are 
reminded  that  other  attendees  may  be  sensitive  to  various  chemical  based  products.  Please  help 
the  City  to  accommodate  these  individuals. 


The  closest  accessibleBART  station  is  located  in  the  Civic  Center  at  Market  and  Eighth 
Streets.  Accessible  MUNI  lines  serving  this  location  are  Nos.  42  and  90.  For  information  about 
MUNI  accessible  services,  call  (415)  923-6142. 


Accessible  parking  is  available  at  the  following  locations:  two  (2)  designated  blue  curb  spaces  on 
the  southwest  corner  of  McAllister  Street  at  Van  Ness  Avenue;  and  the  Performing  Arts  Garage 
(entrance  on  Grove  Street  between  Franklin  and  Gough  Streets,  immediately  behind  the  San 
Francisco  War  Memorial  and  Performing  Arts  Center). 


KNOW  YOUR  RIGHTS  UNDER  THE  SUNSHINE 

ORDINANCE 


Government 's  duty  is  to  serve  the  public,  reaching  its  decision  in  full  view  of  the 
public.  Commissions,  boards,  councils  and  other  agencies  of  the  City  and  County  exist  to  conduct 
the  people 's  business.  The  Sunshine  Ordinance  assures  that  deliberations  are  conducted  before 
the  people  and  that  City  operations  are  open  to  the  people 's  review.  For  more  information  on 
your  rights  under  the  Sunshine  Ordinance  (Chapter  67  of  the  San  Francisco  Administrative  Code) 
or  to  report  a  violation  of  the  ordinance,  contact  Adele  Destro,  Interim  Administrator  by  mail  to 
Sunshine  Ordinance  Task  force,  City  Hall,  1  Dr.  Carlton  B.  Goodlett  Place,  Room  244,  by  phone 
at  (415)  554-7724,  by  fax  at  (415)  554-7854  or  by  e-mail  at  sotf(a)^fsov.ors 

Citizens  interested  in  obtaining  a  copy  of  the  Sunshine  Ordinance  can  request  a  copy  from  Ms. 
Adele  Destro  or  by  printing  Chapter  67  of  the  San  Francisco  Administrative  Code  on  the  Internet, 
at  http://www.amlegal.com/sanfran/viewcode.htm 


SAN  FRANCISCO  LOBBYIST  ORDINANCE 
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Attention:  Individuals  and  entities  that  influence  or  attempt  to  influence  local  legislative  or 
administrative  action  may  be  required  by  the  San  Francisco  Lobbyist  Ordinance  [SF  Campaign  & 
Governmental  Conduct  Code  §  2.100]  to  register  and  report  lobbying  activity.  For  more 
information  about  the  Lobbyist  Ordinance,  please  contact  the  San  Francisco  Ethics  Commission  at 
30  Van  Ness  Avenue,  Suite  3900,  San  Francisco,  CA  94102;  telephone  (415)  581-2300;  fax  (415) 
581-2317;  web  site:  sfgov.org/ethics. 


WARNING 

The  ringing  of  and  use  of  cell  phones,  pagers,  and  similar  sound-producing 
devices  are  prohibited  at  this  meeting.  Please  be  advised  that  the  Chair  may 
order  the  removal  from  the  meeting  room  of  any  person(s)  responsible  for  the 
ringing  or  use  of  a  cell  phone,  pager,  or  other  similar  sound  producing 
electronic  devices.  ( San  Francisco  Administrative  Code,  sec.  67A.1) 

Explore: 

•  SFMTA  Board 

•  SFMTA  CAC 

•  Transit  Meetings 

•  Bicycle  Meetings 

•  Livable  Streets 

•  Taxi  Meetings 

•  Walk  Meetings 

•  Parking  Meetings 

•  Traffic  Meetings 

•  All  SFMTA 


Search  for  O  Meetings  only 
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SFMTA      Municipal  Transportation  Agency 


SFMTA  home  >  About  Us  >  Meetings  >  Taxicab  Commission  >  February  8,  2008  -  Rules  and 
Regulations  Subcommittee 


Rules  and  Regulations  Subcommittee 

MINUTES 
February  8,  2008  at  10:30am 
City  Hall,l  Dr.  Carlton  B.  Goodlett  Place 
Room  408 

Present:  Breslin,  Oneto,  Gillespie 
Absent:  None 
Called  meeting  at  10:43  am 

1.  Call  to  Order/Roll  Call :  Quorum 

2.  General  Public  Comment  (Please  limit  public  comment  to  items  not  on  the  agenda) 


GOVERNMENT 
DOCUMENTS  DEPT 

JAN  2  6  2012 

SAN  FRANCISCO 
PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


Marty:  I  have  a  question  about  the  way  people  are  chosen  for  medallions.  I  had  one  person 
that  went  to  the  Taxi  Commission  office  with  his  waybills  and  documentation  but  there  were  no 
medallions  available. 

Jordanna  Thigpen:  I  will  talk  about  this  offline  with  staff. 

Charles  Rathbone:  There  is  a  company  willing  to  come  to  San  Francisco  to  make  a 
presentation  on  electronic  waybills. 

Com  Oneto:  I  will  work  with  staff  on  that. 

Tariq  Mehmood:  Something  is  happening;  UTW  submitted  a  newsletter  for  the  drivers  to 
donate  money.  They  go  to  every  company  collecting  the  same  money.  There  arc  certain 
requirements  when  asking  to  donate  money. 

Com  Breslin:  Consult  with  staff. 
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Tariq  Mehmood:  Wouldn't  you  like  to  have  a  receipt  when  collecting  a  donation?  They 
don't  issue  receipts. 

3.  Adoption  of  Minutes  from  the  January  11,  2008  Subcommittee  Meeting. 

Adopted  without  objection. 

4.  Consideration  of  Amendments  to  Taxicab/Ramped  Taxi  Rules  &  Regulations,  Section  3, 
Definitions  [DISCUSSION  AND  POSSIBLE  ACTION;  EXPLANATORY  DOCUMENTS] 

•  Jordanna  Thigpen:  (reads)  Consideration  of  Amendments,  Section  3. 

•  Com  Breslin:  I  would  like  to  take  these  out  of  order;  we  will  forward  these  to  the 
commission  and  have  the  president  choose  which  one  to  address.  We  left  off  on  section 
4. 

5.  Consideration  of  Amendments  to  Taxicab/Ramped  Taxi  Rules  &  Regulations,  Section  4, 
Medallion  Holders  [DISCUSSION  AND  POSSIBLE  ACTION;  EXPLANATORY 
DOCUMENTS] 

•  Jordanna  Thigpen:  Presents  flowchart  to  members  (provided  with  staff  memo). 

•  Com  Breslin:  These  are  just  different  lease  arrangements. 

•  Jordanna  Thigpen:  The  real  issue  is  that  we  have  people  without  A-cards  and  we  don't 
have  control  over  them.  We  try  to  control  the  safety  of  the  driver  population. 

•  Com  Breslin:  We  will  take  public  comment  as  it  relates  to  CI,  Tom  and  I  was  in 

agreement  to  keep  it  at  3  layers. 

•  Jordanna  Thigpen:  Proposed  amendments;  Staff  proposes  to  clean  up  the  language  for 
Medallion  Holders  only. 

•  Com  Breslin:  I  don't  agree  with  the  driver  driving  at  least  12  hours  a  week. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  This  can  apply  to  not  only  the  medallion  holder  trying  to  set  a  minimum 

standard. 

Public  Comment: 

•  Michael  Spain:  Leases,  there  are  people  probably  in  this  room  not  adhering  to  this,  I 
don't  support  this.  This  should  not  be  the  Taxi  Commissions  problem,  it's  too  intrusive. 
The  3  layers  are  there  for  regulatory  purposes. 

•  Charles  Rathbone:  Non  permissible  scheme;  the  problem  is  that  the  driver  at  the  end  of 
the  line  is  not  on  the  Color  Schemes  roster. 
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•  Jordanna  Thigpen:  In  that  circumstance  they  are  not  affiliated  or  on  the  roster,  they  have 
no  connection. 

•  Charles  Rathbone:  As  long  as  the  driver  is  on  the  roster,  that  would  make  it  non 
permissible. 

•  Com  Breslin:  What  if  long  term  leases  are  getting  people  that  have  A-cards? 

•  Jordanna  Thigpen:  It's  not  permissible. 

•  Com  Oneto:  Is  the  long  term  lease  by  shift  or  do  they  get  the  car  all  the  time? 

•  Rich  Hybels:  Lease  to  a  driver,  they  are  not  allowed  to  have  anyone  else  drive  the 
vehicle.  He  supposed  to  be  the  only  one  driving. 

•  Charles  Rathbone:  From  a  Color  Schemes  point  of  view  it's  not  really  easy  to  detect 
that.  It's  a  problem  for  the  Color  Scheme  that  they  are  not  aware  of  it.  There  should  be  a 
tighter  enforcement. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  This  is  why  we  are  here  because  this  is  not  supposed  to  be  going  on.  It's 
against  the  spirit  of  Prop  K. 

•  Jordanna  Thigpen:  Diagrams  provided  are  for  both  Pre  and  Prop  K. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  Things  become  fraudulent. 

•  Marty  Smith:  As  far  as  I'm  concerned  we  have  to  have  a  roster  for  every  driver.  They 
have  to  go  through  our  insurance  or  our  insurance  will  drop  us.  If  there  isn't  a  weekly 
roster,  no  matter  long  term  lease,  he  has  to  be  on  the  schedule  and  it  has  to  be  posted. 

•  Mark  Gruberg:  The  problem  arises  when  one  driver  leases  to  another  driver.  It  becomes 
a  problem  with  the  long  term  leases.  I  see  that  as  problematic. 

•  Carl  Macmurdo:  I  tend  to  agree  with  Mike  Spain  but  on  the  other  hand  if  3  layers  lease 
are  getting  out  of  control  we  need  aggression. 

•  Michael  Spain:  We  are  going  to  have  more  definition  problems.  The  problem  with  3 
layers  is  you're  trying  to  put  something  in  the  box  that  is  constantly  trying  to  get  out  of 
the  box. 

•  Marty  Smith:  In  our  insurance  association  every  driver  no  matter  what  company  as  long 
as  they  belong  to  SFITA,  they  can  drive  for  any  company. 

•  Tariq  Mehmood:  We  have  to  tighten  it  as  much  as  we  can.  If  anyone  violates  this  rule, 
what  is  the  punishment? 
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•  Rich  Hybels:  I've  never  seen  problems  with  this,  there  are  so  many,  drivers.  These 
brokers  are  charging  as  much  as  they  want  for  gate.  The  main  lease  will  sign  a  lease  with 
his  drivers  and  cannot  charge  more  for  the  gate  than  the  Color  Scheme. 

•  Jordanna  Thigpen:  Cab  #60  is  at  seal  rock  on  Sunday  mornings. 

•  Charles  Rathbone:  Luxor  cab  long  term  leases  upkeep  their  vehicles  better  and  have 
better  service. 

•  Com  Breslin:  I  want  the  car  to  be  out  there  all  of  the  time.  And  a  long  term  lease  is 
driving  it  solely  and  not  letting  anyone  else  drive  the  vehicle. 

•  Hansu  Kim:  I  have  to  concur  here;  in  long  term  lease  arrangements  it's  very  rare  that  the 
driver  does  not  let  anyone  else  drive  the  vehicle.  Long  term  leases  are  very  beneficial  for 
drivers,  more  time  for  less  money.  For  the  company  its  regular  income.  Our  problem  is 
the  middle  man  leasing,  it  has  to  be  gotten  rid  of  ASAP.  Let's  not  mix  that  up  with  the 
legitimate  long  term  leases. 

•  Jordanna  Thigpen:  The  problem  there  is  that  the  driver  there  is  already  3  layers  by  the 
time  you  get  to  the  long  term  lease  driver.  The  problem  is  when  you  allow  drivers  to 
operate  as  color  schemes. 

•  Com  Breslin:  Long  term  lease  drivers  aren't  always  the  medallion  holder? 

•  Jordanna  Thigpen:  Philosophically  the  market  is  self  regulating  to  some  extent.  One  of 
the  main  problems  that  we  have  is  that  we  try  to  make  changes  based  on  numbers  we  have 
available  from  the  industry.  We  need  more  money  to  do  the  proper  enforcement.  As  to 
the  issue  of  punishment,  we  want  to  solve  these  problems  and  work  on  policy. 

•  Tariq  Mehmood:  Section  5H  clearly  mentions  that  Color  Schemes  need  records  of 
drivers  24/7  to  hand  over  to  the  Taxi  Commission.  Yellow  does  not  allow  people  to  drive 
shifts  and  Long  Term  Leases.  If  those  layers  are  violated,  there  will  be  some  elimination. 

•  Hansu  Kim:  Basically  medallion  holders  have  two  options;  hand  over  medallion  or  let 
the  Color  Scheme  handle  hiring  drivers  and  get  the  shift  they  want,  which  is  70%  of  the 
industry.  Middle  men  pay  more  than  the  Color  Scheme  and  offer  to  get  all  drivers  and 
shifts.  The  problem  is  the  medallion  holders  who  choose  to  work  with  brokers. 

•  Carl  Macmurdo:  Is  there  someway  to  amend  this  for  a  long  term  lease  arrangement? 

•  Marty  Smith:  It's  not  the  middle  man,  its  main  Color  Schemes  that  offer  $3000.00  for 
medallions. 

•  Mark  Gruberg:  On  the  long  term  leases,  I  have  to  point  out  that  there  are  some  extreme 
negatives.  You  don't  know  how  much  people  are  paying;  we  need  some  regulation  of 
rates.  I  see  no  excuse  for  a  K  holder  to  be  anything  but  a  gas/gate  driver. 
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•  Michael  Spain:  Gas/gate  is  a  restrain  of  trade  so  people  are  trying  to  find  a  way  around 
it.  We  don't  have  the  budgeting  to  regulate  the  industry. 

•  Com  Breslin:  Are  you  alright  with  the  language  suggested  by  staff? 

•  Com  Oneto:  We  have  to  stay  with  the  3  layers.  I'm  more  in  favor  of  the  Color  Schemes 
operating  these  leases  because  they  are  in  the  business  to  do  this.  I'm  not  opposed  to 
having  a  long  term  lease  as  long  as  in  some  form  or  another  we  have  all  the  drivers  who 
are  going  to  be  in  that  cab  on  a  roster. 

•  Com  Breslin:  When  you  say  you  don't  oppose  to  long  term  lease  having  other  drivers 
just  as  long  as  the  other  driver  are  on  a  roster? 

•  Com  Oneto:  The  roster  is  still  there  and  the  staff  can  refer  to  it  and  see  who  is  driving. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  I  don't  think  we  need  to  change  the  rule,  we  just  need  enforcement. 
Making  sure  drivers  have  A-cards. 

•  Jordanna  Thigpen:  So  you  would  take  out  driving  at  least  12  hours  a  week? 

•  Com  Breslin:  The  impermissible  lease  sample,  will  be  permissible  just  as  long  as  the 
driver  is  on  the  roster? 

•  Com  Oneto:  Yes,  because  you're  pulling  from  a  Color  Schemes  roster. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  I  think  this  is  the  Color  Schemes  job  to  get  vehicles  and  insurance. 

•  Tariq  Mehmood:  The  question  with  this  clause  that  is  left  unattended,  3rd  parties;  there  is 
no  enforcement  for  this. 

•  Com  Breslin:  Penalties  we  can  address. 

•  Jordanna  Thigpen:  The  penalty  to  violate  is  $250  which  is  classified  as  a  major 
violation  under  the  commission  rules.  I  can't  speak  about  confidential  investigations, 
there  will  be  a  situation  addressed  at  the  commission  level. 

•  Com  Breslin:  I  do  like  the  proposal  that  it  be  added  to  the  drivers  and  medallion  holders 
section. 

•  Jordanna  Thigpen:  The  only  other  rules  that  we  didn't  discuss  is  4C2. 

•  Michael  Spain:  4 A3,  it  gives  too  much  regulatory  authority  to  staff.  Do  we  need 
regulations  like  this  that  are  all  encompassing?  I  would  eliminate  that. 

•  Jordanna  Thigpen:  I  agree  that  it  saying  "adhere"  to  everything  and  "cooperate"  is  kind 
of  beating  them  over  the  head. 


http://www.sfmta.com/cms/ctaxicomm/85229_08.html 


1/26/2012 


Taxi  Commission  February  8,  2008  -  Rules  and  Regulations  Subcommittee 


Page  6  of  8 


•  Com  Oneto:  I  understand  wanting  to  take  it  out,  but  it  is  a  city  asset  so  a  medallion 
holder  is  ultimately  responsible. 

•  Com  Breslin:  4A4  covers  that. 

•  Com  Oneto:  It  doesn't  have  business  operation  and  dispatch  service. 

•  Jordan na  Thigpen:  I'll  take  a  stab  at  combining  1,2,3  and  4  and  fixing  the  language. 

•  Marty  Smith:  Isn't  there  freedom  of  choice  here?  I  think  3  and  4  should  be  eliminated. 

•  Rich  Hybels:  I  agree  that  this  is  a  good  provision.  Medallion  holders  should  be 
responsible  of  choosing  a  company  in  good  faith. 

•  Mark  Gruberg:  I  agree  with  Charles,  get  some  language  and  should  be  responsible  for 
violation. 

•  Jordanna  Thigpen:  The  reality  is  there  is  going  to  be  so  many  other  rule  violations.  It 
would  be  a  weak  argument. 

6.     Consideration  of  Amendments  to  Taxkab/Ramped  Taxi  Rules  &  Regulations,  Section  5, 
Color  Schemes  [DISCUSSION  AND  POSSIBLE  ACTION;  EXPLANATORY 
DOCUMENTS] 

•  Jordanna  Thigpen:  Reads  5A1  - 1  can  clean  this  up. 

•  Com  Oneto:  Weren't  we  going  to  take  out  Department  of  Agriculture? 

•  Jordanna  Thigpen:  Yes. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  Every  licensed  Color  Scheme  holder. 

•  Jordanna  Thigpen:  Reads  5A2-or  its  designee  is  the  only  thing.  Reads  5A3-  there  are 
several  issues  here,  ill  clean  up  the  language,  we  should  probably  make  it  more  current. 

•  Rich  Hybels:  Drivers  are  required  to  keep  Rules  and  Regulation  books. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  Responsibility  of  rules  books  should  not  be  in  the  Color  Scheme  section, 
it  should  be  driver's  responsibility. 

•  Com  Oneto:  I  have  an  issue  with  posting.  I'm  thinking  about  having  a  sign  off  sheet  for 
regulations. 

•  Dan  Hinds:  I  think  that  it  should  be  the  Color  Schemes  responsibility  to  make  it 
available. 

•  Hansu  Kim:  I  think  it's  asking  a  color  scheme  to  much  to  have  a  driver  sign  when  a  rule 
is  changed. 


http://www.sfmta.com/cms/ctaxicomm/85229_08.html 


1/26/2012 


Taxi  Commission  February  8,  2008  -  Rules  and  Regulations  Subcommittee 


Page  7  of  8 


•  Com  Oneto:  I'm  pretty  sure  Muni  has  there  drivers  sign  off  on  regulations.  If  this  were  a 
weekly  thing  I  would  agree  with  you  but  these  rules  have  only  changed  4  times  in  8  years. 

•  Jordanna  Thigpen:  When  a  new  book  comes  out,  I  don't  think  it's  a  problem  for  the 
color  scheme  to  get  the  signatures  on  paper. 

•  Michael  Spain:  What's  wrong  with  having  this  book  posted  at  every  Color  Scheme?  Its 
there  for  the  driver  to  read  anytime  they  want. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  We  should  require  Color  Schemes  to  post  any  changes. 

•  Com  Breslin:  Who  is  requiring  the  school  to  hand  it  out? 

•  Tariq  Mehmood:  During  lease  agreement  signings  it  says  that  you  have  agreed  and 
received  the  rule  book. 

•  Mark  Gruberg:  You  need  to  have  a  system  of  acknowledgment. 

•  Carl  Macmurdo:  Why  not  have  commission  send  a  certified  letter  to  all  drivers?  Would 
it  suffice  just  to  have  us  sign  off  every  year? 

•  Com  Breslin:  What  we  need  is  a  safety  net  to  fall  back  on. 

•  Com  Oneto:  You  want  to  be  fair  to  all  the  drivers,  and  make  sure  they  are  all  well 
informed. 

•  Hansu  Kim:  I  think  the  language  Jordanna  came  up  with  is  very  reasonable. 

•  Jordanna  Thigpen:  We  can  make  sure  that  all  the  amendments  are  done  at  a  certain  time 
each  year. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  I  would  make  the  title  of  the  book  larger. 

•  Carl  Macmurdo:  Can  it  be  put  that  Color  Schemes  leave  amendments  posted  until  the 
new  books  are  issued? 

•  Jordanna  Thigpen:  The  issue  is  the  posting;  if  we  are  going  to  require  that  a  new  copy 
be  handed  out  regardless  of  change  in  that  instance  the  real  issue  becomes  amendments  to 
sign  or  post. 

•  Com  Breslin:  I  would  propose;  shall  immediately  upon  receipt  of  amendments. 

•  Jordanna  Thigpen:  I  can  redirect  that  whole  paragraph. 

•  Com  Oneto:  I  suggest  that  we  have  one  session  on  waybills  and  biometric  scanning 
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7.  Adjournment  12:35pm 
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Rules  and  Regulations  Subcommittee 


AGENDA 
March  14,  2008  at  10:30  a.m. 
City  Hall,l  Dr.  Carlton  B.  Goodlett  Place 
Room  408 

1.  Call  to  Order/Roll  Call 

2.  General  Public  Comment  (Please  limit  public  comment  to  items 

3.  Adoption  of  Minutes  from  the  February  8,  2008  Subcommittee  Meeting 

4.  Consideration  of  Amendments  to  Taxicab/Ramped  Taxi  Rules  &  Regulations,  Section  3, 
Definitions  [DISCUSSION  AND  POSSIBLE  ACTION;  EXPLANATORY 
DOCUMENTS] 

5.  Consideration  of  Amendments  to  Taxicab/Ramped  Taxi  Rules  &  Regulations,  Section  4, 
Medallion  Holders  [DISCUSSION  AND  POSSIBLE  ACTION;  EXPLANATORY 
DOCUMENTS] 

6.  Consideration  of  Amendments  to  Taxicab/Ramped  Taxi  Rules  &  Regulations,  Section  5, 
Color  Schemes  [DISCUSSION  AND  POSSIBLE  ACTION;  EXPLANATORY 
DOCUMENTS] 

7.  Consideration  of  Amendments  to  Taxicab/Ramped  Taxi  Rules  &  Regulations,  Section  6, 
Drivers  [DISCUSSION  AND  POSSIBLE  ACTION;  EXPLANATORY  DOCUMENTS  | 

8.  Consideration  of  Amendments  to  Taxicab/Ramped  Taxi  Rules  &  Regulations,  Section  7, 
Training  [DISCUSSION  AND  POSSIBLE  ACTION;  EXPLANATORY  DOCUMENTS] 

9.  Consideration  of  Amendments  to  Taxicab/Ramped  Taxi  Rules  &  Regulations.  Section  S. 
Dispatch  [DISCUSSION  AND  POSSIBLE  ACTION;  EXPLANATORY  DOCUMENTS) 


GOVERNMENT 
DOCUMENTS  DEPT 

JAN  2  6  2012 

SAN  FRANCISCO 
PUBLIC  LIBRARY 

not  on  the  agenda) 
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Consideration  of  Amendments  to  Taxicab/Ramped  Taxi  Rules  &  Regulations,  Section  9, 
Ramped  Taxis  [DISCUSSION  AND  POSSIBLE  ACTION;  EXPLANATORY 
DOCUMENTS] 


11 


Consideration  of  Amendments  to  Taxicab/Ramped  Taxi  Rules  &  Regulations,  Section  10, 
Penalties 


12 


Consideration  of  Consolidation  of  Duplicate  or  Parallel  Rules  in  the  Taxicab/Ramped 
Taxi  Rules  &  Regulations,  Sections  1-10  [DISCUSSION  AND  POSSIBLE  ACTION; 
EXPLANATORY  DOCUMENTS] 


13 


Adjournment 


ACCESSIBLE  MEETING  POLICY 


Accessible  seating  for  persons  with  disabilities  (including  those  using  wheelchairs)  will  be 
available. 


Individuals  who  are  unable  to  attend  the  meeting  but  would  like  to  comment  on  an  agenda 
item  may  do  so  by  calling  (415)  554-9632  during  the  meeting.  When  the  item  you  wish  to 
comment  on  is  heard,  you  must  state  at  that  time  you  wish  to  speak. 


Upon  request,  American  Sign  Language  interpreters  and/or  sound  enhancement  systems  will  be 
available.  Please  contact  the  Taxi  Commission  at  (415)  503-2180,  at  least  72  hours  prior  to  the 
meeting.  Late  requests  will  be  honored  if  possible. 


Upon  request,  minutes  of  meetings  are  available  in  alternative  formats.  If  you  require  the  use  of  a 
reader  during  a  meeting,  please  contact  the  Taxi  Commission  at  (415)  503-2180,  at  least  72  hours 
prior  to  the  meeting.  Late  request  will  be  honored  if  possible. 


Individuals  with  severe  allergies,  environmental  illness,  multiple  chemical  sensitivity  or  related 
disabilities  may  call  the  Taxi  Commission  at  (415)  503-2180  to  discuss  meeting  accessibility.  In 
order  to  assist  the  City's  efforts  to  accommodate  such  people,  attendees  at  public  meetings  are 
reminded  that  other  attendees  may  be  sensitive  to  various  chemical  based  products.  Please  help 
the  City  to  accommodate  these  individuals. 
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The  closest  accessibleBART  station  is  located  in  the  Civic  Center  at  Market  and  Eighth 
Streets.  Accessible  MUNI  lines  serving  this  location  are  Nos.  42  and  90.  For  information  about 
MUNI  accessible  services,  call  (415)  923-6142. 


Accessible  parking  is  available  at  the  following  locations:  two  (2)  designated  blue  curb  spaces  on 
the  southwest  corner  of  McAllister  Street  at  Van  Ness  Avenue;  and  the  Performing  Arts  Garage 
(entrance  on  Grove  Street  between  Franklin  and  Gough  Streets,  immediately  behind  the  San 
Francisco  War  Memorial  and  Performing  Arts  Center). 


KNOW  YOUR  RIGHTS  UNDER  THE  SUNSHINE 

ORDINANCE 


Government's  duty  is  to  serve  the  public,  reaching  its  decision  in  full  view  of  the 
public.  Commissions,  boards,  councils  and  other  agencies  of  the  City  and  County  exist  to  conduct 
the  people 's  business.  The  Sunshine  Ordinance  assures  that  deliberations  are  conducted  before 
the  people  and  that  City  operations  are  open  to  the  people 's  review.  For  more  information  on 
your  rights  under  the  Sunshine  Ordinance  (Chapter  67  of  the  San  Francisco  Administrative  Code) 
or  to  report  a  violation  of  the  ordinance,  contact  Adele  Destro,  Interim  Administrator  by  mail  to 
Sunshine  Ordinance  Task  force,  City  Hall,  1  Dr.  Carlton  B.  Goodlett  Place,  Room  244,  by  phone 
at  (415)  554-7724,  by  fax  at  (415)  554-7854  or  by  e-mail  at  sotffijfsov.ors 

Citizens  interested  in  obtaining  a  copy  of  the  Sunshine  Ordinance  can  request  a  copy  from  Ms. 
Adele  Destro  or  by  printing  Chapter  67  of  the  San  Francisco  Administrative  Code  on  the  Internet, 
at  http://www.amlegal.com/sanfran/viewcode.htm 


SAN  FRANCISCO  LOBBYIST  ORDINANCE 


Attention:  Individuals  and  entities  that  influence  or  attempt  to  influence  local  legislative  or 
administrative  action  may  be  required  by  the  San  Francisco  Lobbyist  Ordinance  [SF  Campaign  & 
Governmental  Conduct  Code  §  2.100]  to  register  and  report  lobbying  activity.  For  more 
information  about  the  Lobbyist  Ordinance,  please  contact  the  San  Francisco  Ethics  Commission  at 
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30  Van  Ness  Avenue,  Suite  3900,  San  Francisco,  CA  94102;  telephone  (415)  581-2300;  fax  (415) 
581-2317;  web  site:  sfgov.org/ethics. 

WARNING 

The  ringing  of  and  use  of  cell  phones,  pagers,  and  similar  sound-producing 
devices  arc  prohibited  at  this  meeting.  Please  be  advised  that  the  Chair  may 
order  the  removal  from  the  meeting  room  of  any  person(s)  responsible  for  the 
ringing  or  use  of  a  cell  phone,  pager,  or  other  similar  sound  producing 
electronic  devices.  ( San  Francisco  Administrative  Code,  sec.  67A.1) 

Explore: 

•  SFMTA  Board 

•  SFMTA  CAC 

•  Transit  Meetings 

•  Bicycle  Meetings 

•  Livable  Streets 

•  Taxi  Meetings 

•  Walk  Meetings 

•  Parking  Meetings 

•  Traffic  Meetings 

•  All  SFMTA 


Search  for 
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Francisco,  California.  Copyright  ©  2000-2010  SFMTA.  All  rights  reserved.  Updated  February  5, 
2010 
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Rules  and  Regulations  Subcommittee 

MINUTES 
March  14,  2008  at  10:30am 
City  Hall,l  Dr.  Carlton  B.  Goodlett  Place 
Room  408 

Present:  Breslin,  Oneto,  Gillespie  GOVERNMENT 

DOCUMENTS  DEP 

Absent:  None 

JAN  2  6  2012 

Called  meeting  at  10:40  am 

SAN  FRANCISCO 

1.  Call  to  Order/Roll  Call :  Quorum  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 

2.  General  Public  Comment  (Please  limit  public  comment  to  items  not  on  the  agenda) 

•  Tariq  Mehmoud:  As  we  are  discussing  different  rules,  the  4C1  layer  has  been  violated 
by  UTW.  (Provided  handouts). 

•  Michael  Spain:  I  thought  this  rules  committee  was  working  to  simplify  and  get  rid  of 
redundant  rules.  I  don't  see  this  committee  doing  that.  I  see  people  with  economic  self 
interest  coming  to  these  meetings. 

•  Ruach:  I'm  with  Taxi  driver  institute,  every  week  when  I  talk  to  new  drivers,  I  ask  what 
id's  are  cab  drivers  suppose  to  carry  at  all  times.  In  the  rule  book  it  does  not  say  the 
driver  needs  to  carry  a  drivers  license  or  A-card,  it  needs  to  be  added. 

•  Pres  Gillespie:  Any  single  member  making  a  recommendation  to  the  rules  can  be  brought 
to  the  commission.  I  apologize  if  there  was  not  enough  communication  between  the 
President  and  the  Vice  President. 

•  Jordanna  Thigpen:  From  a  resources  perspective;  we  cannot  have  a  separate  agenda 
item  for  every  different  rule. 
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•  Pres  Gillespie:  We  would  have  a  list  of  things  that  people  would  like  to  change.  We 
would  then  draft  a  resolution  of  how  we  would  like  to  change  the  rules. . 

•  Com  Oneto:  If  we  bring  this  to  the  commission  and  do  it  item  by  item  or  section  by 
section  we  will  never  get  done.  I  think  that  we  have  to  limit  the  amount  of  public 
comment  or  have  to  do  blocks  of  it  otherwise  we  will  not  get  anything  done.  I  don't  see 
how  we  can  go  item  by  item. 

•  Com  Brcslin:  There  has  to  be  some  structure.  Most  of  the  work  is  done  by  the 
committee  and  if  people  don't  show  up  that's  a  lost.  I  don't  think  the  public  gets  enough 
time  so  I  want  to  suggest  that  a  block  of  time  is  set  aside,  for  this  agenda.  We  group  the 
things  that  come  out  of  this  meeting  into  three  groups,  all  things  we  are  leaving  alone,  all 
technical  changes  and  substantive  changes  and  those  should  be  listed  out.  Before  the 
resolution  is  made  we  need  to  hear  from  the  public. 

•  Pres  Gillespie:  How  about  we  draft  a  resolution  before  the  meeting.  We  can  write  a 
resolution  here  and  then  take  it  to  the  regular  commission  meeting.  Can  we  do  that? 

•  Tom  Owens:  Yes. 

•  Jordanna  Thigpen:  I'm  just  trying  to  figure  out  from  a  time  standpoint,  categorizing,  if 
there  is  no  change  we  don't  need  to  have  it  on  the  agenda. 

•  Com  Breslin:  I  disagree,  because  we  decided  at  this  meeting  that  it  doesn't  need  a 
change. 

•  Jordanna  Thigpen:  There  is  no  charter  obligation  that  this  committee  has. 

•  Com  Breslin:  I  would  do  what  Paul  suggested  under  technical  changes,  we  are 
addressing  rules  section  by  section. 

•  Jordanna  Thigpen:  There  are  16  separate  rules  in  the  medallion  holder  section. 

•  Pres  Gillespie:  Let's  try  to  do  two  per  meeting. 

•  Com  Breslin:  I  would  start  agenda  items  with  substantive  changes. 

•  Jordanna  Thigpen:  We  have  seven  commission  meetings  left. 

•  Hansu  Kim:  I  really  think  watching  what  happened  Tuesday  at  the  Taxi  Commission 
meeting  it's  important  to  let  the  public  speak.  When  we  go  to  the  commission  we  have  to 
have  a  recommendation  ready.  I  think  Jordanna  presented  the  issues  in  a  way  that  made  it 
biased  towards  a  particular  view.  That  concerns  me  because  a  director  presented  what 
was  not  discussed  at  this  meeting. 

•  Com  Breslin:  As  long  as  we  have  recommendation  before  we  go  to  the  commission  we 
would  not  have  this  type  of  complaint. 
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•  Michael  Spain:  Were  you  going  to  trickle  the  rules  up  to  the  Taxi  Commission? 

•  Com  Breslin:  I  recommended  we  do  it  as  we  solve  them. 

•  Michael  Spain:  I  watched  the  meeting  from  home  and  I  want  to  say  that  the  chair  of  the 
committee  presents  the  rules.  We  should  have  a  special  meeting  on  the  rules. 

•  Pres  Gillespie:  I  like  the  3  level  idea  and  we  should  come  out  of  this  meeting  with  a 
decision  so  we  can  come  up  with  a  resolution.  We  can  try  to  keep  it  at  two  per  meeting. 

•  Com  Breslin:  Do  we  want  to  move  forward  from  where  we  left  off? 

•  Com  Oneto:  Are  we  going  to  over  the  one  resolution  with  the  legislation  change? 

•  Com  Breslin:  Since  the  companies  would  be  buying  the  taxis  themselves,  the  drivers 
would  be  listed  on  the  registration. 

•  Jordanna  Thigpen:  Can  we  wait  for  that  item  because  we  haven't  got  to  that  item.  We 
haven't  adopted  the  minutes  yet. 

•  Pres  Gillespie:  We  can  go  back  to  where  we  left  off  from  the  meeting  on  Tuesday. 

•  Jordanna  Thigpen:  I  do  need  clear  direction. 

•  Tom  Owens:  You  don't  need  whereas  clauses,  you  only  need  be  it  resolves.  You're  just 
putting  the  decision  in  front  of  the  full  commission.  Each  resolution  would  be  separately 
agendized.  You  can  put  25  different  rules  changes  under  one  resolution.  Identify  high 
button  issues  and  the  low  ones  and  separate  them.  You  can  put  all  of  5A  under  one 
resolution. 

•  Jordanna  Thigpen:  I  was  asked  for  my  opinion  at  the  meeting.  I  just  wanted  to  clarify 
that. 

3.  Adoption  of  Minutes  from  the  February  8,  2008  Subcommittee  Meeting. 

Adopted  without  objection. 

4.  Consideration  of  Amendments  to  Taxicab/Ramped  Taxi  Rules  &  Regulations,  Section  3, 
Definitions  [DISCUSSION  AND  POSSIBLE  ACTION;  EXPLANATORY  DOCUMENTS] 

•  Jordanna  Thigpen:  (reads)  Consideration  of  Amendments,  Section  3. 

•  Com  Breslin:  Continue  Item  4,  Section  3,  definitions. 

5.  Consideration  of  Amendments  to  Taxicab/Ramped  Taxi  Rules  &  Regulations,  Sec  tion  4, 
Medallion  Holders  [DISCUSSION  AND  POSSIBLE  ACTION;  EXPLANATORY 
DOCUMENTS] 
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•  Jordanna  Thigpen:  4A7  (reads).  There  has  been  discussion  about  adding  a  driver  who 
holds  a  valid  lease.  We  have  a  case  coming  up  with  a  broker  and  the  issue  with  brokers  is 
very  severe.  The  brokers  are  one  issue;  technically  they  don't  apply  to  4C1 .  For  liability 
purposes  the  person  goes  after  the  registered  owner. 

•  Com  Breslin:  In  the  discussion;  can  only  one  name  be  on  certificate  of  registration/title? 

•  Jordanna  Thigpen:  Right  now,  Medallion  Holder  and  Color  Scheme. 

•  Com  Breslin:  Why  can't  we  say  Medallion  Holders  and/or  Color  Scheme  holder  and 
driver? 

•  Com  Oneto:  That's  apart  of  4A7,  we  talked  about  adding  the  driver  because  if  they  buy 
the  vehicle  they  have  to  insure  it.  I  want  to  see  what  the  Board  of  Supervisors  and  Mayor 
signed  as  far  as  that  $7.50  gate  increase.  If  a  driver  buys  a  vehicle  is  the  $7.50  taken  off 
of  the  lease? 

•  Pres  Gillespie:  If  you  are  on  a  long  term  lease  you  are  not  paying  a  gate  fee.  That  $7.50 
goes  to  Yellow  Cab  and  they  make  the  decision  as  to  what  they  do  with  that  money. 

•  Com  Breslin:  Do  we  want  to  grant  drivers  to  be  on  the  title  registration?  I  think  having 
their  name  on  it  gives  them  a  better  positioning. 

•  Pres  Gillespie:  Is  what  we  are  doing  today  going  to  affect  that? 

•  Jordanna  Thigpen:  When  you're  in  a  lawsuit  you  try  to  get  as  many  people  as  you  can. 

•  Com  Breslin:  Upon  drivers  request  or  if  applicable.  I  want  to  leave  the  door  open  for  the 
driver's;  we  are  trying  to  protect  them. 

•  Com  Oneto:  I  understand  but  I  don't  know  if  drivers  should  be  required  to  purchase 
vehicles  due  to  the  new  legislation. 

•  Com  Breslin:  Whether  we  like  it  or  not  the  $7.50  is  going  to  enable  the  companies  to  buy 
the  hybrid  vehicles. 

Public  Comment: 

•  Hansu  Kim:  The  Color  Scheme  identifies  the  drivers  and  it  ends  up  the  company  with 
liability.  It  helps  the  driver  having  the  name  on  the  registration.  A  long  term  lease 
arrangement  is  done  several  different  ways  and  the  driver  is  never  forced  to  buy  the 
vehicle.  Every  long  term  lease  is  always  a  discounted  rate.  If  someone  is  buying  a 
vehicle  they  would  then  have  to  purchase  a  more  expensive  vehicle  so  they  would  be  able 
to  charge  more. 

•  Com  Oneto:  On  a  long  term  lease  where  a  driver  has  to  purchase  a  car,  does  one  driver 
purchase  that  car? 


http://www.sfmta.com/cms/ctaxicomm/78274_0S.html 


1/26/2012 


Taxi  Commission  March  14,  2008  -  Rules  and  Regulations  Subcommittee 


Page  5  of  9 


•  Hansu  Kim:  Yes,  or  it  can  be  two  but  it's  up  to  the  driver  to  purchase. 

•  Com  Oneto:  We  have  three  levels  but  once  another  driver  gets  into  that  vehicle  it 
becomes  a  4th  level. 

•  Hansu  Kim:  I  beg  to  differ;  I  put  all  the  people  that  are  on  the  long  term  lease  on  a  3rd 
level. 

•  Com  Oneto:  A  driver  would  be  an  equipment  owner  which  enables  work  to  be  done. 

•  Hansu  Kim:  We  have  to  make  a  distinction  between  the  medallion  doing  a  long  term 
lease  or  a  driver  doing  the  long  term  lease. 

•  Jim  Gillespie:  This  legislation  didn't  change  anything.  The  $7.50  still  works  into  the 
gate  that  can  be  charged.  Long  term  leases  can  only  be  pre-k  medallions;  those  are  the 
only  medallions  to  be  leased  out.  I've  always  thought  it  was  a  shame  that  the  drivers  who 
purchased  vehicles  could  not  be  on  the  registration.  These  people  that  own  these  vehicles 
should  be  able  to  be  in  the  registration. 

•  Pres  Gillespie:  This  is  a  two  tier  gate.  What  is  the  advantage  to  the  driver  being  on  the 
registration? 

•  Jim  Gillespie:  The  guys  that  are  buying  these  vehicles  need  to  have  trust  because  they 
paid  for  it. 

•  Pres  Gillespie:  What  percentage  of  the  vehicles  in  Yellows  fleet  is  purchased  by  yellow? 

•  Jim  Gilespie:  About  320  gates,  the  other  90  are  pre-k  on  long  term  leases  and  60  are 
Color  Scheme. 

•  Pres  Gillespie:  Tom's  questions  about  the  $7.50,  are  the  drivers  subject  to  this  new  law? 

•  Jim  Gillespie:  They  are  still  under  the  same  rules.  Companies  don't  know  that  the 
brokers  are  there  they  do  it  under  the  Color  Schemes  nose. 

•  Com  Breslin:  Is  there  ever  a  case  where  there  is  a  driver  would  purchase  a  vehicle? 

•  Jim  Gillespie:  Yes,  the  driver  leases  a  pre-k  medallion  on  a  long  term  lease. 

•  Com  Breslin:  I  would  like  to  propose  a  rule  here  in  the  case  of  a  pre-k  medallion  holder. 

•  Michael  Spain:  You're  just  trying  to  regulate  the  industry  that  has  nothing  to  do  with 
you.  This  rule  is  really  about  3  layer  leasing.  Everyone  just  ignores  this  rule  and  works 
out  itself.  I  have  not  heard  a  case  made  about  why  this  is  bad  for  the  industry.  Some  of 
the  commissioner  questions  show  what  little  knowledge  you  have. 
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•  Ruach:  I  really  appreciate  your  energy  on  the  subject.  There  was  a  case  when  the  driver 
bought  the  vehicle  themselves  and  trusted  the  medallion  holder  but  at  some  point  the 
relationship  broke  up.  The  medallion  holder  took  the  medallion  and  vehicle  to  another 
company  because  there  name  was  not  on  the  registration.  Com  Oneto,  the  $7.50  is 
supposed  to  help  the  company  pay  for  low  emission  vehicles. 

•  Carl  Macmurdo:  It  comes  to  mind  and  J  appreciate  Oneto's  question.  I  think  if  it  is  your 
pleasure  to  allow  that  arrangement  but  you  don't  want  brokers  in  the  industry  you  can 
structure  the  language  of  4A9  to  allow  a  4th  level  of  leasing.  You  can  write  the  law  to 
allow  it. 

•  Com  Breslin:  We  had  a  discussion  about  4A3  that  Medallion  Holders  should  be 
reasonably  held  to  certain  compliance,  we  won't  talk  about  it  now. 

•  Dan  Hinds:  I  want  to  correct  something  as  far  as  National  Cab,  long  term  leases  where 
the  arrangement  is  the  Medallion  Holder  leases  the  Color  Scheme  and  radio  dispatch  its 
his  vehicle  that  he  purchases. 

•  Tariq  Mehmoud:  The  fact  is  that  someone  leases  from  company  and  gives  it  to  another 
driver  they  create  a  4th  layer. 

•  Com  Breslin:  We  need  to  figure  out  what  we  are  bringing  back  to  the  commission. 

•  Com  Oneto:  I  want  to  know  who  is  behind  the  cabs  all  the  time.  I  don't  have  an  issue 
with  a  driver  purchasing  a  vehicle  and  other  individuals  driving  it.  Where  we  are  having 
a  problem  is  where  it  gets  past  that  3rd  level. 

•  Com  Breslin:  Do  you  want  4A7  changed  or  not  changed? 

•  Com  Oneto:  I  would  be  okay  with  that  changing  if  we  had  a  roster  of  legal  drivers. 

•  Pres  Gillespie:  My  question  is  do  we  need  the  owner  of  the  vehicle  and  the  Color 

Scheme? 

•  Jordanna  Thigpen:  You  mean  the  Medallion  Holder  or  the  driver? 

•  Com  Oneto:  Are  the  leases  with  the  Color  Scheme? 

•  Pres  Gillespie:  It  could  be  with  the  permit  holder. 

•  Com  Oneto:  Whoever  the  leasee  is  they  should  be  on  the  registration  along  with  the 
owner. 

•  Jordanna  Thigpen:  We  have  a  comment  from  Hansu;  it  seems  like  the  Medallion  Holder 
should  be  on  there  because  they  are  responsible  for  the  permit. 
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•  Hansu  Kim:  We  fail  to  address  the  problem.  Only  taxi  drivers  who  are  on  the  vehicles  or 
a  Medallion  Holder  or  Color  Scheme  can  purchase  a  vehicle. 

•  Michael  Spain:  I  mentioned  that  every  pink  slip  has  a  title  holder  for  the  vehicle  and  also 
a  lien  holder.  Lien  holder  is  the  entity  that  owns  the  car,  if  the  title  holder  does  not  stick 
with  the  commitment.  Limits  of  liability  are  way  to  low  for  this  industry. 

•  Jordanna  Thigpen:  It  must  only  be  under  the  name  of  Medallion  Holder  and/or  Color 
Scheme  holder.  A  driver  holding  a  valid  lease  that  meets  the  requirements  of  4C1  can  be 
on  the  registration. 

•  Pres  Gillespie:  If  we  did  it  this  way  a  broker  who  is  not  a  driver  could  not  appear. 
Putting  this  item  on  the  commission  agenda  does  not  mean  that  a  decision  has  been  made. 

•  Jordanna  Thigpen:  I  think  the  4C1,  should  be  strengthened. 

•  Pres  Gillespie:  That's  one  thing  that  we  should  have  on  our  agenda 

•  Com  Breslin:  Do  we  need  a  change  to  4A3?  Before  we  get  to  the  public,  to  me  it  means 
every  Medallion  Holder  ensures  that  they  have  control  over  there  taxicab  only  if  they 
haven't  leased  it  out. 

•  Pres  Gillespie:  This  is  more  on  formality;  this  rule  will  not  be  used  against  a  Medallion 
Holder.  I  don't  see  a  reason  to  get  rid  of  it  or  change  it. 

•  Com  Breslin:  In  the  case  of  Union  cab  did  anything  adverse  happen  to  the  Medallion 
Holders? 

•  Jordanna  Thigpen:  No,  they  violated  this  rule  but  we  didn't  bring  them  up  on  charges 
because  it  seemed  as  they  were  victims  to  some  extent. 

•  Pres  Gillespie:  If  we  have  one  is  three  saying  the  same  thing  or  something  different. 

•  Jordanna  Thigpen:  Like  Union  cab  people  knew  what  was  going  on  there. 

•  Pres  Gillespie:  If  a  Color  Scheme  is  filling  out  the  waybills  on  the  Medallion  Holders 
behalf. 

•  Com  Breslin:  Every  medallion  holder  shall  ensure.  No  Medallion  Holder  should 
willingly  engage 

•  Carl  Macmurdo:  The  literal  language  creates  fear  among  Medallion  Holders.  After 
ensure  add,  "To  the  extent  possible  or  reasonable." 

•  Michael  Spain:  I  don't  know  that  Medallion  Holders  understand  the  day-day  business. 
Rules  and  Regulations  under  Color  Scheme  and  Dispatch  cover  every  aspect.  You  don't 
give  prosecutors  more  ammunition  than  they  already  have. 
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•  Tariq  Mehmoud:  Rule  number  three  and  four.  The  point  is  the  rule  is  good,  leave  the 
rule  as  it  is. 

•  Ruach  Graffis:  These  rules  exist  for  a  reason.  You  don't  want  to  give  weasels  room  to 
wiggle.  I  have  talked  to  drivers  that  watched  the  dispatcher  and  the  gas  person  sitting 
there  just  time  stamping  waybills  for  the  permit  holder  that  wasn't  driving.  The  company 
does  it  for  there  absentee  permit  holders. 

•  Com  Oneto:  The  permit  holder  is  responsible  for  everything;  they  are  holding  the  city 
asset.  From  them  everything  filters  down  that's  how  everyone  gets  to  work.  The  city  is 
giving  those  people  the  ability  to  work. 

•  Pres  Gillespie:  I  don't  see  any  reason  to  change  this  rule.  This  is  in  the  category  of  non- 
substantive. 

•  Com  Breslin:  I  would  suggest  merging  it  in. 

•  Jordanna  Thigpen:  We  can  prepare  a  resolution  regarding  4A7  and  also  put  in  all  the 

technical  and  note  changes. 

•  Com  Breslin:  You  can  have  the  same  resolution. 

•  Pres  Gillespie:  Under  insurance  and  registration,  4B3. 

•  Jordanna  Thipen:  We  were  going  to  move  4A7  into  4B3  because  it's  duplicative  of 
4B3.  Ill  prepare  it  and  there  will  be  more  opportunity  for  discussion. 

•  Pres  Gillespie:  We  will  do  the  no  changes  at  the  very  end. 

•  Com  Breslin:  4A9  we  are  continuing. 

•  Jordanna  Thigpen:  4C1  to  enhance  that  for  our  next  rules  meeting. 
7.  Adjournment  12:35pm 
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Rules  and  Regulations  Subcommittee 


AGENDA 

March  31, 2008  at  10:30  a.m.  GOVERNMENT 

DOCUMENTS  DEPT 

City  Hall,l  Dr.  Carlton  B.  Goodlett  Place 

JAN  26  2012 

Room  408 

SAN  FRANCISCO 

1.  Call  to  Order/Roll  Call  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 

2.  General  Public  Comment  (Please  limit  public  comment  to  items  not  on  the  agenda) 

3.  Adoption  of  Minutes  from  the  March  14,  2008  Subcommittee  Meeting 

4.  Consideration  of  Amendments  to  Taxicab/Ramped  Taxi  Rules  &  Regulations,  Section  3, 
Definitions  [DISCUSSION  AND  POSSIBLE  ACTION;  EXPLANATORY 
DOCUMENTS] 

5.  Consideration  of  Amendments  to  Taxicab/Ramped  Taxi  Rules  &  Regulations,  Section  4, 
Medallion  Holders  [DISCUSSION  AND  POSSIBLE  ACTION;  EXPLANATORY 
DOCUMENTS] 

6.  Consideration  of  Amendments  to  Taxicab/Ramped  Taxi  Rules  &  Regulations,  Section  5, 
Color  Schemes  [DISCUSSION  AND  POSSIBLE  ACTION;  EXPLANATORY 
DOCUMENTS] 

7.  Consideration  of  Amendments  to  Taxicab/Ramped  Taxi  Rules  &  Regulations,  Section  6, 
Drivers  [DISCUSSION  AND  POSSIBLE  ACTION;  EXPLANATORY  DOCUMENTS] 

8.  Consideration  of  Amendments  to  Taxicab/Ramped  Taxi  Rules  &  Regulations,  Section  7, 
Training  [DISCUSSION  AND  POSSIBLE  ACTION;  EXPLANATORY  DOCUMENTS! 

9.  Consideration  of  Amendments  to  Taxicab/Ramped  Taxi  Rules  &  Regulations,  Section  8. 
Dispatch  [DISCUSSION  AND  POSSIBLE  ACTION;  EXPLANATORY  DOCUMENTS  | 
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10.  Consideration  of  Amendments  to  Taxicab/Ramped  Taxi  Rules  &  Regulations,  Section  9, 
Ramped  Taxis  [DISCUSSION  AND  POSSIBLE  ACTION;  EXPLANATORY 
DOCUMENTS] 

11.  Consideration  of  Amendments  to  Taxicab/Ramped  Taxi  Rules  &  Regulations,  Section  10, 
Penalties 

12.  Consideration  of  Consolidation  of  Duplicate  or  Parallel  Rules  in  the  Taxicab/Ramped 
Taxi  Rules  &  Regulations,  Sections  1-10  [DISCUSSION  AND  POSSIBLE  ACTION; 
EXPLANATORY  DOCUMENTS] 

13.  Adjournment 
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Rules  and  Regulations  Subcommittee 

MINUTES 
March  31,  2008  at  10:30am 
City  Hall,l  Dr.  Carlton  B.  Goodlett  Place 
Room  408 


GOVERNMENT 
DOCUMENTS  DEPT 


Present:  Breslin,  Oneto,  Gillespie 
Absent:  None 
Called  meeting  at  10:42  am 

1.  Call  to  Order/Roll  Call :  Quorum 

2.  General  Public  Comment  (Please  limit  public  comment  to  items  not  on  the  agenda) 


JAN  2  6  2012 

SAN  FRANCISCO 
PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


Marty  Smith:  Can  we  get  an  agenda  on  workers  compensation?  If  we  are  going  to  allow 
companies  to  go  on  without  workers  compensation  it's  unfair. 

Com  Breslin:  We  used  to  give  credit  to  companies  with  workers  compensation. 

Pres  Gillespie:  We  removed  that  in  the  last  gate  legislation.  Workers  compensation  is  a 
requirement. 

Com  Breslin:  We  will  take  that  into  suggestion  for  a  future  meeting. 

Michael  Spain:  Rules  are  politically  motivated.  We  are  trying  to  establish  rules  for  people 
to  use  in  the  future. 

Arthur:  We  need  an  exit  strategy  for  Medallion  Holders. 

Com  Breslin:  I've  been  receiving  questions  relevant  to  rules  and  the  MTA  merger.  These 
meetings  are  crucial  to  guiding  policy  with  MTA. 
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Dir  Thigpen:  I  have  also  received  many  questions  regarding  the  merger.  There  will  be  a 
presentation  on  April  8  at  the  Commission  meeting  regarding  the  MTA  merger. 

Pres  Gillespie:  This  is  a  vital  process  we  are  going  through. 

Com  Breslin:  For  the  agenda,  we  can  go  where  we  left  off. 

3.  Adoption  of  Minutes  from  the  March  14,  2008  Subcommittee  Meeting. 

Adopted  without  objection. 

4.  Consideration  of  Amendments  to  Taxicab/Ramped  Taxi  Rules  &  Regulations,  Section  3, 
Definitions  [DISCUSSION  AND  POSSIBLE  ACTION;  EXPLANATORY  DOCUMENTS] 

No  discussion. 

5.  Consideration  of  Amendments  to  Taxicab/Ramped  Taxi  Rules  &  Regulations,  Section  4, 
Medallion  Holders  [DISCUSSION  AND  POSSIBLE  ACTION;  EXPLANATORY 
DOCUMENTS] 

•  Jordanna  Thigpen:  Reads  (section  4)  provides  explanatory  document;  resolution. 
Public  Comment: 

•  Mark  Gruberg:  I  have  a  problem  with  the  language  in  the  certificate/title  registration 
"must  only  be  in  the  name  of  the  Medallion  Holder  and  Color  Scheme  Holder".  Color 
Scheme  Holder  has  an  agreement  with  separate  companies  to  operate  Color  Schemes. 
Green  Cab  LLC  is  to  protect  individuals. 

Michael  Spain:  I  don't  understand  why  rules  are  being  instituted.  This  is  a  business 
decision.  Re-think  this  rule  or  remove  it. 

Jim  Gillespie:  This  change  was  suggested  because  GTU  checks  registration.  Giving  the 
opportunity  to  add  additional  names  to  the  registration.  "Holder"  was  added  to  Color  Scheme. 

Dir  Thigpen:  That  will  be  corrected. 

Marty  Smith:  These  are  business  decisions.  The  Taxi  Commission  is  interfering  with 
normal  business  activities. 

Rich  Hybels:  When  drivers  have  to  start  financing  cars  their  name  has  to  be  on  the 
registration. 

Ray  Slone:  I  would  like  to  ask  the  City  Attorney  if  this  resolution  is  illegal. 
Dir  Thigpen:  Do  you  mean  illegal  from  a  commission  standpoint? 
Tom  Owen:  Not  going  to  respond  right  now. 
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Pres  Gillespie:  We  make  decisions  because  medallions  are  property  of  the  City  and  County 
of  San  Francisco. 

Carl  Macmurdo:  I  advocate  "free  enterprise",  regarding  brokers  the  regulations  need  to 
determine  what  status  brokers  are  in  San  Francisco;  are  they  helping  or  hurting  the  industry. 

Com  Oneto:  We  need  to  delete  "holder"  from  4B3  and  5G2A. 

Dir  Thigpen:  5G2A  is  how  it  reads  now.  It's  a  little  different  than  the  title/registration. 

Com  Oneto:  4B3  was  put  in  due  to  insurance/financing  for  drivers  who  were  purchasing. 

Com  Breslin:  To  protect  drivers  who  have  ownership  of  the  vehicle. 

Pres  Gillespie:  It  doesn't  say  anything  about  brokers. 

Com  Breslin:  Can  we  vote  to  go  forward? 

Dir  Thigpen:  Recommendation  does  not  mean  it's  adopted. 

Pres  Gillespie:  In  favor  to  approve  changes. 

Com  Oneto:  Just  eliminate  'Holder"  from  4B3  and  we  can  adopt  the  recommendation. 

Com  Breslin:  Passes,  this  will  go  forward  to  the  full  commission. 

6.     Consideration  of  Amendments  to  Taxicab/Ramped  Taxi  Rules  &  Regulations,  Section  5, 
Color  Schemes  [DISCUSSION  AND  POSSIBLE  ACTION;  EXPLANATORY 
DOCUMENTS] 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  Reads  Section  5 
Public  Comment: 

•  Charles  Rathbone:  I  have  a  concern  regarding  the  gate  increase.  I  think  companies  are 
going  to  use  the  money  from  gate  to  get  medallions  away  from  Luxor  cab.  I  am  going  to 
ask  the  commission  to  have  a  restriction  of  changing  color  schemes  to;  3  years  of 
financial  statements,  dispatch  system  (GPS),  companies  should  accept  credit  cards.  Also 
make  sure  that  companies  have  workers  compensation  and  that  all  payments  to  Medallion 
Holders  are  documented  on  a  1099  form. 

•  Pres  Gillespie:  We  currently  don't  have  any  restrictions  with  the  new  gate  fee. 

•  Charles  Rathbone:  I  am  comfortable  with  the  long  term  lease  because  it's  protected  by  a 
company  such  as  Luxor. 

•  Pres  Gillespie:  The  gate  increase  intent  was  for  green  vehicles. 
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•  Charles  Rathbone:  Com  Heinicke  did  a  layout  regarding  dispatch,  that's  a  good  place  to 
start. 

•  Pres  Gillespie:  Regents  dispatch  is  a  good  example. 

•  Com  Oneto:  I  agreed  with  Com  Heinicke  on  all  these  issues.  Your  company  can  charge 
the  gate  increase  also. 

•  Charles  Rathbone:  Revenue  will  go  to  the  place  it  needs  to  go  to  enhance  service. 

•  Rich  Hybels:  I  just  had  to  raise  a  pre-k  medallion  by  $300  a  month  because  Desoto 
offered  $300  more  to  one  of  my  medallions.  There  is  going  to  be  bidding.  Brokers  that 
I'm  aware  of  charges  whatever  they  want. 

•  Ray  Slone:  I  think  what  you  are  doing  is  illegal. 

•  Mark  Gruberg:  Restrictions  are  not  really  appropriate.  The  1099  form  is  a  federal  tax 
document.  Requiring  dispatch  to  be  computerized  is  putting  companies  out  of  business 
that  can't  afford  it. 

•  Dan  Hinds:  Are  all  items  on  4  being  moved  into  item  5?  I  want  to  talk  about  4H10. 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  We  are  discussing  5H10  at  this  time. 

•  Michael  Spain:  Isn't  this  a  late  stage  to  propose  rules?  Large  companies  use  rules  to 
favor  businesses  decisions.  Small  independent  companies  haul  a  lot  more  passengers  than 
the  larger  ones.  Asking  for  rules  that  come  down  on  small  companies  and  individuals  are 
unfair. 

•  Arthur:  Companies  need  to  have  workers  compensation.  Any  company  that  does  not  use 
the  $7.50  to  purchase  hybrid  vehicles  should  not  use  it  in  any  other  way. 

•  Marty  Smith:  We  used  to  have  a  cap  of  $1800  on  Medallion  Holder  payments.  This  has 
to  be  capped  and  people  need  to  provide  proof  of  workers  compensation. 

•  Pres  Gillespie:  That  is  no  longer  apart  of  the  legislation. 

•  Com  Breslin:  We  don't  have  that  rule  we  have  a  practice. 

•  Marty  Smith:  If  an  independent  contractor  was  the  right  contract  they  would  not  need 
workers  compensation. 

•  Pres  Gillespie:  Are  you  asking  us  to  clarify  a  rule  for  workers  compensation? 

•  Marty  Smith:  Yes. 

•  Pres  Gillespie:  5A1  stated  "comply  with  workers  compensation  laws."  Explicit 
requirement. 


http://www.sfmta.com/cms/ctaxicomm/78968_08.html 


1/26/2012 


Taxi  Commission  March  31,  2008  -  Rules  and  Regulations  Subcommittee 


Page  5  of  10 


•  Marty  Smith:  Per  State  labor  laws;  with  a  payroll  of  zero  you  do  not  need  workers 
compensation. 

•  Jim  Gillespie:  I  don't  think  anyone  wants  rules  in  place  that  cannot  be  enforced.  There  is 
no  need  for  a  lease  cap. 

•  Pres  Gillespie:  What  do  you  think  about  adopting  restrictions? 

•  Jim  Gillespie:  My  focus  is  Yellow  cab,  and  I  don't  feel  the  need  for  it. 

•  Com  Breslin:  Transfer  restrictions  that  protect  free  business  trade? 

•  Com  Oneto:  Workers  compensation  is  in  5  different  places.  Page  26,  #16  (5H16).  That 
is  our  way  of  getting  around  this.  This  section  states  "display"  posting  of  certificate.  A 
certificate  is  different  than  posting  laws. 

•  Com  Breslin:  Going  back  to  Section  4,  (4A10)  did  we  decide  to  do  a  resolution? 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  You  wanted  to  delete  4A10. 

•  Com  Oneto:  If  we  went  to  biometric  scanning  we  wouldn't  have  to  talk  about  this. 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  Discussion  of  4A10  is  relevant  to  vehicle  requirements.  The  claim  is  that, 
Medallion  Holders  will  take  better  care  of  cabs.  4A10  is  still  pending. 

•  Com  Breslin:  We  should  start  proceeding  to  Section  5.  We  are  going  to  save 
housekeeping  for  the  end. 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  I  feel  like  I  could  house  keep  on  these  as  far  as  legal  language.  I  can  do  it 
for  the  final  draft. 

•  Com  Breslin:  5A1;  as  a  housekeeping,  any  public  comment? 

Public  Comment: 

•  Charles  Rathbone:  Change  it  to  "must  have  workers  compensation". 

•  Rich  Hybels:  Not  only  for  single  shifts.  If  there  is  any  control  he  is  someone's  employee 
which  means  you  need  workers  compensation. 

•  Mark  Gruberg:  Disciplinary  hearing  officer  staled  on  the  Regents  decision  that  all  Color 
Schemes  have  to  have  workers  compensation. 

•  Com  Breslin:  Keep  wording  as  "complying  with  laws". 

•  Marty  Smith:  Is  Weights  and  Measures  still  in? 
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•  Dir  Thigpen:  We  cleaned  that  up  and  removed  Department  of  Agriculture. 

•  Com  Breslin:  What  does  State  law  require?  We  don't  have  the  required  documents  to 
discuss  that  right  now. 

•  Pres  Gillespie:  We  might  consider  amending  the  current  workers  compensation  rule  to 
make  requirements  more  explicit.  Workers  Compensation  in  Section  A. 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  I  can  draft  a  proposed  5A10  for  the  April  10  meeting. 

•  Com  Breslin:  No  action  on  5A1.  We  are  not  going  to  delete  workers  compensation  until 
we  know  compliance  issue.  Section  5A2;  Medallions  are  property  of  the  City  so  they  are 
under  regulation. 

•  Marty  Smith:  Waybills  and  contracts  are  property  of  the  companies.  Color  Schemes  can 
say  it's  none  of  your  business. 

•  Com  Breslin:  We  are  looking  to  centralize  waybills  once  they  become  electronic. 

•  Pres  Gillespie:  I  don't  see  any  changes  that  need  to  be  made.  Remove  the  comma 
between  cooperate. 

•  ComOneto:  We  are  allowed  to  regulate  this  issue  because  it's  City  &  County  property. 
I'm  for  removing  the  comma. 

•  Tom  Owen:  You  can  change  it  to;  Permit  holder  shall  reasonably  cooperate  with  the  Taxi 

Commission. 

•  Com  Breslin:  I  like  the  phrase  "in  good  faith" 

•  Tom  Owen:  Reasonably  rather  than  good  faith. 

•  Com  Breslin:  5 A3. 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  House  keeping  needs  to  happen  in  5 A3.  One  thing  SFMTA  may  consider 
is  that  during  A-card  renewal  they  receive  a  new  rule  book. 

•  Com  Breslin:  Whose  responsibility  is  it  that  Rules  and  Regulations  are  distributed? 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  Reality  is  we  would  have  to  add  on  a  cost  to  the  A-card  to  produce  rule 
books. 

•  Pres  Gillespie:  "Color  Scheme  Holder  shall  ensure",  I  would  get  rid  of  that. 

•  Com  Breslin:  I  think  that  this  is  a  driver  requirement. 
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•  Dir  Thigpen:  You  may  want  to  recommend  a  new  rule  that  a  copy  of  the  Rules  & 
Regulations  be  distributed  at  A-card  renewal. 

•  Pres  Gillespie:  It  should  be  in  the  training  section. 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  It  should  be  an  internal  policy  that  the  commission  staff  develops  to  ensure 
drivers  are  getting  rule  books.  It  can  also  be  in  the  driver  section.  Color  Schemes  are 
responsible;  it  should  be  a  rule  in  each  area. 

•  Com  Breslin:  Are  we  deleting  5A3  on  responsibility  of  the  Color  Scheme  to  get  the  rule 
book  to  the  drivers? 

•  Com  Breslin:  Color  Schemes  need  to  post  new  changes. 


Public  Comment: 

•  Mark  Gruberg:  We  should  require  training  schools  to  provide  copies  of  rule  books.  I 
don't  like  the  idea  of  the  rule  books  every  year,  its  unnecessary.  Only  with  changes 
should  they  be  re-issued. 

•  Arthur:  Any  change  can  be  posted  at  the  Color  Scheme.  Have  all  drivers  sign  off 
acknowledging. 

•  Rich  Hybels:  Eliminate  the  sentence  that  requires  drivers  to  have  the  rule  book  in  their 
vehicle. 

•  Com  Oneto:  I  think  if  the  school  trains  them  on  regulations  they  have  a  working 
knowledge. 

•  Com  Breslin:  We  can  add  this  under  the  training  school  section.  I  am  in  favor  of  the 
annual  renewal  of  the  rule  book  due  to  wear  and  tear. 

•  Pres  Gillespie:  Maybe  we  can  get  a  rough  estimate  of  cost  of  printing.  Rules  are 
available  online  as  well. 

•  Com  Breslin:  We  can  put  5A3  in  training. 

•  Com  Oneto:  There  can  be  a  sheet  of  rule  changes  that  the  drivers  sign  off  acknowledging 
the  changes. 

•  Com  Breslin:  What  about  Medallion  Holders  without  A-Cards? 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  1095  filing,  we  are  looking  to  combine  and  streamline  them.   I  can  work 
on  language  for  the  next  meeting. 

•  Com  Breslin:  5A4,  how  can  the  employees  ensure  that? 
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•  Pres  Gillespie:  The  essence  of  this  rule  is  for  the  commission  to  remove  the  vehicle  from 
service  until  it's  in  compliance. 

Public  Comment: 

•  Marty  Smith:  Who  are  employees? 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  Office  staff,  if  you  have  a  business  you  are  required  to  make  sure  your 
employees  are  in  compliance  with  the  law. 

•  Pres  Gillespie:  You  want  to  change  to  "and  their  employees"? 

•  Com  Breslin:  I'm  not  proposing  it. 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  I  don't  want  people  saying  my  employees  did  it  so  I'm  not  responsible, 
someone  has  to  take  responsibility. 

•  Mark  Gruberg:  The  first  part  is  completely  redundant;  the  second  part  is  a  penalty 
provision.  It  gets  messy  when  you  get  to  Color  Scheme  Holder  and  Color  Scheme.  It 
seems  that  the  rules  are  being  placed  on  the  holder. 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  It's  true,  someone  has  to  be  accountable. 

•  Ray  Slone:  Is  the  commission  in  compliance  with  Labor  Standards?  What  about  the 
relationship  with  living  wage? 

•  Tom  Owen:  If  drivers  are  employees  companies  are  required  to  comply  with  city  laws. 
Those  laws  do  not  apply  to  independent  contractors. 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  Key  personnel  are  subject  to  city  laws. 

•  Com  Breslin:  Do  we  need  to  be  more  specific? 

•  Tom  Owen:  You  could  eliminate  the  reference  of  employees.  Permit  holders  are 
responsible  regardless  of  structure  and  operation. 

•  Com  Breslin:  5A5,  any  changes? 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  For  investigation  they  would  want  to  know  the  vehicle  description.  I'm  not 
sure  of  the  purpose  of  this  rule. 

•  Com  Breslin:  Is  this  rule  relevant?  Is  this  rule  being  used? 

•  Com  Oneto:  Since  Taxi  Detail  is  included  we  need  to  talk  with  them.  This  rule  looks 
like  it's  in  two  sections. 

•  Com  Breslin:  5A6. 
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•  Dir  Thigpen:  Shouldn't  be  in  there,  it  pertains  to  ramps. 

•  Pres  Gillespie:  5A6  is  redundant  9A3  is  the  same  rule. 

•  Com  Breslin:  Just  removed.  On  to  5A7 

Public  Comment: 

•  Charles  Rathbone:  Absolutely  agreement  with  this  rule  as  it's  written. 

•  Mark  Gruberg:  This  is  one  of  my  pet  peeves.  This  rule  needs  to  be  strengthened. 
Tipping  someone  that  has  control  over  your  job.  Drivers  are  paying  this  as  protection. 

•  Rich  Hybels:  You  should  eliminate  it.  It's  never  going  to  be  enforced. 

•  Marty  Smith:  This  rule  is  impossible  to  enforce.  The  bigger  the  company  the  more  you 
pay  or  you  don't  work. 

•  Michael  Spain:  The  larger  the  company,  the  more  personnel  which  means  minimum 
wage  earners.  Dispatcher  looks  to  tips  as  an  essential  part  of  their  job. 

•  Arthur:  Not  one  person  gets  a  nickel  that  comes  thru  that  window,  it  only  goes  to 
dispatchers. 

•  Dan  Hinds:  I  have  many  opportunities  to  make  money  on  the  side  and  we  discourage  that 
at  National. 

•  Pres  Gillespie:  I  have  tipped  the  gas  man,  cashier  and  the  dispatcher.  It's  not  in 
exchange  for  cab  or  order.  They  don't  ask  for  tips  at  Yellow  Cab. 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  This  is  going  on  but  we  don't  receive  complaints  about  it.  We  will 
continue  the  rest  of  the  items. 

7.  Adjournment  12:38pm 
Explore: 

•  SFMTA  Board 

•  SFMTA  CAC 

•  Transit  Meetings 

•  Bicycle  Meetings 
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•  Livable  Streets 

•  Taxi  Meetings 

•  Walk  Meetings 

•  Parking  Meetings 

•  Traffic  Meetings 

•  All  SFMTA 
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2010 
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Rules  and  Regulations  Subcommittee 


AGENDA 
April  10,  2008  at  10:30  a.m. 
City  Hall,l  Dr.  Carlton  B.  Goodlett  Place 
Room  408 

1.  Call  to  Order/Roll  Call 

2.  General  Public  Comment  (Please  limit  public  comment  to  items 

3.  Adoption  of  Minutes  from  the  March  31,  2008  Subcommittee  Meeting 

4.  Consideration  of  Amendments  to  Taxicab/Ramped  Taxi  Rules  &  Regulations,  Section  3, 
Definitions  [DISCUSSION  AND  POSSIBLE  ACTION;  EXPLANATORY 
DOCUMENTS] 

5.  Consideration  of  Amendments  to  Taxicab/Ramped  Taxi  Rules  &  Regulations,  Section  4, 
Medallion  Holders  [DISCUSSION  AND  POSSIBLE  ACTION;  EXPLANATORY 
DOCUMENTS] 

6.  Consideration  of  Amendments  to  Taxicab/Ramped  Taxi  Rules  &  Regulations,  Section  5, 
Color  Schemes  [DISCUSSION  AND  POSSIBLE  ACTION;  EXPLANATORY 
DOCUMENTS] 

7.  Consideration  of  Amendments  to  Taxicab/Ramped  Taxi  Rules  &  Regulations,  Section  6, 
Drivers  [DISCUSSION  AND  POSSIBLE  ACTION;  EXPLANATORY  DOCUMENTS] 

8.  Consideration  of  Amendments  to  Taxicab/Ramped  Taxi  Rules  &  Regulations,  Section  7, 
Training  [DISCUSSION  AND  POSSIBLE  ACTION;  EXPLANATORY  DOCUMENTS] 

9.  Consideration  of  Amendments  to  Taxicab/Ramped  Taxi  Rules  &  Regulations,  Section  8. 
Dispatch  [DISCUSSION  AND  POSSIBLE  ACTION;  EXPLANATORY  DOCUMENTS! 


GOVERNMENT 
DOCUMENTS  DEPT 

JAN  2  6  2012 

SAN  FRANCISCO 
PUBLIC  LIBRARY 

not  on  the  agenda) 
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10.  Consideration  of  Amendments  to  Taxicab/Ramped  Taxi  Rules  &  Regulations,  Section  9, 
Ramped  Taxis  [DISCUSSION  AND  POSSIBLE  ACTION;  EXPLANATORY 
DOCUMENTS] 

1 1 .  Consideration  of  Amendments  to  Taxicab/Ramped  Taxi  Rules  &  Regulations,  Section  1 0, 
Penalties 

12.  Consideration  of  Consolidation  of  Duplicate  or  Parallel  Rules  in  the  Taxicab/Ramped 
Taxi  Rules  &  Regulations,  Sections  1-10  [DISCUSSION  AND  POSSIBLE  ACTION; 
EXPLANATORY  DOCUMENTS] 

13.  Adjournment 


ACCESSIBLE  MEETING  POLICY 


Accessible  seating  for  persons  with  disabilities  (including  those  using  wheelchairs)  will  be 
available. 


Individuals  who  are  unable  to  attend  the  meeting  but  would  like  to  comment  on  an  agenda 
item  may  do  so  by  calling  (415)  554-9632  during  the  meeting.  When  the  item  you  wish  to 
comment  on  is  heard,  you  must  state  at  that  time  you  wish  to  speak. 


Upon  request,  American  Sign  Language  interpreters  and/or  sound  enhancement  systems  will  be 
available.  Please  contact  the  Taxi  Commission  at  (415)  503-2180,  at  least  72  hours  prior  to  the 
meeting.  Late  requests  will  be  honored  if  possible. 


Upon  request,  minutes  of  meetings  are  available  in  alternative  formats.  If  you  require  the  use  of  a 
reader  during  a  meeting,  please  contact  the  Taxi  Commission  at  (415)  503-2180,  at  least  72  hours 
prior  to  the  meeting.  Late  request  will  be  honored  if  possible. 
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Individuals  with  severe  allergies,  environmental  illness,  multiple  chemical  sensitivity  or  related 
disabilities  may  call  the  Taxi  Commission  at  (415)  503-2180  to  discuss  meeting  accessibility.  In 
order  to  assist  the  City's  efforts  to  accommodate  such  people,  attendees  at  public  meetings  are 
reminded  that  other  attendees  may  be  sensitive  to  various  chemical  based  products.  Please  help 
the  City  to  accommodate  these  individuals. 


The  closest  accessibleBART  station  is  located  in  the  Civic  Center  at  Market  and  Eighth 
Streets.  Accessible  MUNI  lines  serving  this  location  are  Nos.  42  and  90.  For  information  about 
MUNI  accessible  services,  call  (415)  923-6142. 


Accessible  parking  is  available  at  the  following  locations:  two  (2)  designated  blue  curb  spaces  on 
the  southwest  corner  of  McAllister  Street  at  Van  Ness  Avenue;  and  the  Performing  Arts  Garage 
(entrance  on  Grove  Street  between  Franklin  and  Gough  Streets,  immediately  behind  the  San 
Francisco  War  Memorial  and  Performing  Arts  Center). 


KNOW  YOUR  RIGHTS  UNDER  THE  SUNSHINE 

ORDINANCE 


Government's  duty  is  to  serve  the  public,  reaching  its  decision  in  full  view  of  the 
public.  Commissions,  boards,  councils  and  other  agencies  of  the  City  and  County  exist  to  conduct 
the  people 's  business.  The  Sunshine  Ordinance  assures  that  deliberations  are  conducted  be  fore 
the  people  and  that  City  operations  are  open  to  the  people 's  review.  For  more  information  on 
your  rights  under  the  Sunshine  Ordinance  (Chapter  67  of  the  San  Francisco  Administrative  Code) 
or  to  report  a  violation  of  the  ordinance,  contact  Adele  Destro,  Interim  Administrator  by  mail  to 
Sunshine  Ordinance  Task  force,  City  Hall,  1  Dr.  Carlton  B.  Goodlett  Place,  Room  244.  by  phone 
at  (415)  554-7724,  by  fax  at  (415)  554-7854  or  by  e-mail  at  sotf(d)jfgov.ors 
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Citizens  interested  in  obtaining  a  copy  of  the  Sunshine  Ordinance  can  request  a  copy  from  Ms. 
Adele  Destro  or  by  printing  Chapter  67  of  the  San  Francisco  Administrative  Code  on  the  Internet, 
at  http ://www. amleRal . com/sanfran/viewcode . htm 


SAN  FRANCISCO  LOBBYIST  ORDINANCE 


Attention:  Individuals  and  entities  that  influence  or  attempt  to  influence  local  legislative  or 
administrative  action  may  be  required  by  the  San  Francisco  Lobbyist  Ordinance  [SF  Campaign  & 
Governmental  Conduct  Code  §  2.100]  to  register  and  report  lobbying  activity.  For  more 
information  about  the  Lobbyist  Ordinance,  please  contact  the  San  Francisco  Ethics  Commission  at 
30  Van  Ness  Avenue,  Suite  3900,  San  Francisco,  CA  94102;  telephone  (415)  581-2300;  fax  (415) 
581-2317;  web  site:  sfgov.org/ethics. 


WARNING 

The  ringing  of  and  use  of  cell  phones,  pagers,  and  similar  sound-producing 
devices  are  prohibited  at  this  meeting.  Please  be  advised  that  the  Chair  may 
order  the  removal  from  the  meeting  room  of  any  person(s)  responsible  for  the 
ringing  or  use  of  a  cell  phone,  pager,  or  other  similar  sound  producing 
electronic  devices.  ( San  Francisco  Administrative  Code,  sec.  67A.1) 

Explore: 

•  SFMTA  Board 

•  SFMTA  CAC 

•  Transit  Meetings 

•  Bicycle  Meetings 

•  Livable  Streets 

•  Taxi  Meetings 

•  Walk  Meetings 
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Parking  Meetings 
Traffic  Meetings 
All  SFMTA 
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Municipal  Transportation  Agency 


SFMTA  home  >  About  Us  >  Meetings  >  Taxicab  Commission  >  April  10,  2008  -  Rules  and 
Regulations  Subcommittee 


Rules  and  Regulations  Subcommittee 

MINUTES 
April  10,  2008  at  10:30am 
City  Hall,l  Dr.  Carlton  B.  Goodlett  Place 
Room  408 

Present:  Breslin,  Oneto,  Gillespie 
Absent:  None 
Called  meeting  at  10:47  am 

1.  Call  to  Order/Roll  Call :  Quorum 

2.  General  Public  Comment  (Please  limit  public  comment  to  items  not  on  the  agenda) 
•  Tariq:  4C1  we  want  more  teeth  in  this  clause. 


GOVERNMENT 
DOCUMENTS  DEPT 

JAN  2  6  2012 

SAN  FRANCISCO 
PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


Hansu:  If  and  when  the  TXC  merges  with  MTA,  they  will  have  authority  to  make 
changes.  My  concern  is  that  we  basically  are  taking  time  to  make  these  rules  changes  but 
may  not  take  affect  under  the  MTA. 

Com  Breslin:  We  need  to  copy  the  MTA  on  the  resolutions. 

Dir  Thigpen:  There  is  currently  no  protocol  to  send  things  to  the  MTA  Board.  Now 
going  forward  there  is  opportunity  for  public  hearing.  MTA  knows  that  this 
subcommittee  is  meeting  and  in  my  communications  I  have  made  it  abundantly  clear  that 
this  has  been  going  on  for  over  6  months.  My  understanding  is  that  they  are  taking  our 
recommendations. 

Com  Breslin:  With  our  timeline  in  mind  perhaps  I  need  to  be  more  aware  of  getting  the 
book  produced  before  the  merger  takes  place. 

Dir  Thigpen:  To  print  it  costs  money. 
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•  Breslin:  We  can  put  this  on  the  commission  website. 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  We  will  make  sure  that  changes  are  posted.  Any  amendments  will  be 
posted. 

•  Dan  Hinds:  Scott  Leon  came  to  our  office  and  pulled  Prop  K  waybills  which  he  indicated 
were  random.  My  problem  is  with  the  driving  requirement,  the  consequences  of  what  you 
are  doing  is  so  significant.  It  doesn't  take  a  lot  of  effort  to  look  at  a  medallion  holder's 
file. 

•  Marty  Smith:  I  would  like  to  talk  about  the  EER  which  requires  the  medallion  holders  to 
drive.  We  need  to  abandon  the  EER,  we  get  on  the  average  of  20  people  looking  for  work 
each  day,  and  we  need  those  shifts. 

3.  Adoption  of  Minutes  from  the  March  31,  2008  Subcommittee  Meeting:  Adopted  without 
objection. 

4.  Consideration  of  Amendments  to  Taxicab/Ramped  Taxi  Rules  &  Regulations,  Section  5, 
Color  Schemes       [DISCUSSION  AND  POSSIBLE  ACTION;  EXPLANATORY 
DOCUMENTS] 

•  Com  Breslin:  I  would  like  to  take  a  look  at  the  resolutions  to  see  if  we  will  put  these 
forward  to  the  commission. 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  Rule  5A3  resolution.  I  took  the  liberty  of  drafting  this  particular  piece 
based  on  your  prior  discussions  of  the  substance  of  what  you  wanted. 

•  Com  Oneto:  Couldn't  we  also  discuss  the  sign  off  sheet  from  the  drivers  that  they  are 
receiving  this? 

•  Com  Breslin:  Instead  of  a  sworn  statement,  to  have  them  actually  sign  upon  distribution? 

•  Pres  Gillespie:  Reads  5 A3. 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  It  says  "may  require". 

•  Pres  Gillespie:  We  are  taking  responsibility  away  from  the  Color  Scheme  and  putting  it 
more  on  the  city. 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  At  A-Card  renewal  the  city  should  be  giving  a  copy  of  the  rule  book. 

•  Com  Breslin:  How  would  you  know  if  you  lost  the  book,  would  you  just  contact  the 
commission  office? 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  Most  Color  Schemes  keep  them  and  the  commission  office  distributes  them 
Public  Comment: 
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•  Mark  Gruberg:  No  objection  to  the  resolution.  I  thought  it  was  going  to  be  under 
training  for  the  schools  to  distribute  the  rules. 

•  Com  Breslin:  We  do  intend  for  the  schools  to  have  a  directive. 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  I  will  amend  this  resolution  that  will  reference  this  under  that  section. 

•  Pres  Gillespie:  Leasing  layers  apply  to  everybody  as  to  a  lot  of  the  rules  in  the  book. 

•  Unknown:  What  about  titles,  how  much  you  pay  for  a  shift. 

•  Com  Breslin:  When  we  get  to  Section  K  are  you  suggesting  that  we  address  this? 

•  Unknown:  This  is  a  fourth  or  fifth  layer  contract. 

•  Com  Breslin:  Com  Oneto  suggested  that  we  look  at  the  layers  one  more  time. 

•  Tariq  Mehmood:  The  numbers  of  the  resolutions  are  the  same.  In  6B3,  we  should  keep 
it  in  the  Color  Scheme  section.  By  just  putting  it  in  just  the  driver  section  gets  rid  of 
Color  Scheme  responsibility. 

•  Pres  Gillespie:  It  will  be  the  city's  responsibility. 

•  Com  Breslin:  Move  to  approve. 

•  Com  Oneto:  2nd 

•  Com  Breslin:  All  in  favor  of  resolution  5 A3. 
AYES:  Gillespie,  Oneto,  Breslin  NO:  0 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  Resolution,  5A10  I  worked  on  some  language  that  would  reference  workers 
compensation. 

•  Tom  Owens:  I'm  going  to  recommend  some  amendments  to  the  language.  Who  qualifies 
employees;  insert  the  words  as  required  by  state  law.  Strike  the  words  affiliated  because 
it  does  not  indicate  a  working  relationship. 

•  Com  Breslin:  How  will  the  companies  know? 

•  Tom  Owens:  It's  a  fact  of  specific  determination  they  will  have  to  address  this  with  a 
workers  compensation  attorney. 

•  Com  Oneto:  Can  we  request  the  Color  Scheme  to  address  the  State  Compensation  to  sec 
if  there  driver  is  an  employee? 

•  Tom  Owens:  It's  a  more  practical  approach. 
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•  Com  Breslin:  My  concern  is  that  it  won't  stop  appeals  and  appeals,  the  system  will 
continue  the  way  it  is.  Is  there  a  way  that  we  can  get  a  workers  compensation  carrier  to 
access  the  list? 

•  Com  Oneto:  If  its  issued  by  medallion  but  required  by  the  driver. 

•  Tom  Owens:  It  covers  employees  working  for  that  company. 

•  Com  Oneto:  Can  we  request  that  the  Color  Schemes  or  the  affiliated  individual  provide 
us  with  their  coverage? 

•  Tom  Owens:  We  can  adopt  some  reporting  documents  along  those  lines. 

•  Pres  Gillespie:  As  I  understand  it,  we  are  the  only  jurisdiction  in  CA  that  has  any 
regulation  requiring  workers  compensation.  I  really  feel  like  we  should  have  a  common 
policy.  I  more  confused  about  this  issue.  The  cleanest  way  to  fix  this  is  to  pass  a  state 
law. 

•  Com  Oneto:  No  matter  which  way  we  go  with  this  we  are  still  going  to  have  to  know. 
By  medallion  we  need  to  know  which  ones  have  workers  compensation. 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  In  the  1095  process  they  have  to  sign  a  sworn  statement  that  they  are  in 
compliance  with  state  law. 

•  Com  Breslin:  Since  the  medallions  are  covered  individually,  as  part  of  every  application 
they  have  to  apply  for  workers  compensation. 

•  Tom  Owen:  They  won't  necessarily  get  us  where  we  need  to  be. 
Public  Comment: 

•  Hansu  Kim:  I  agree  with  the  way  Tom  interpreted  it.  We  want  every  driver  to  have 
workers  compensation.  The  question  is  are  independent  contractors  employees?  To 
make  a  blanket  statement  that  Color  Schemes  have  to  have  workers  compensation,  you 
can't  do  that. 

•  Com  Breslin:  If  you  are  single  shift  driver  does  that  mean  you  cannot  go  to  the  airport? 

•  Hansu  Kim:  It  is  literally  taking  money  and  putting  a  lighter  to  it,  you  are  losing  money. 

•  Tom  Owen:  It's  something  we  would  have  to  look  at  further.  We  have  to  figure  out  what 
the  justifications  are.  All  drivers  would  have  to  be  employees. 

•  Com  Breslin:  Some  airports  require  a  certain  code  of  dress  to  pick  up  at  the  airport. 

•  Tom  Owen:  There  is  certainly  a  policy  for  people  to  choose  a  certain  business  model. 
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•  Jim  Gillespie:  I  come  down  to  challenge  that.  I  guess  the  only  comments  are  to  clarify 
there  is  really  no  legal  way  that  requires  independent  contractors  to  have  workers 
compensation.  I'm  still  with  the  way  it  stands.  It's  really  because  of  our  area  and  the 
jurisdictions  here.  When  you  say  that  you  have  to  carry  workers  compensation  you  are 
over  stepping  legal  boundaries. 

•  Pres  Gillespie:  Yellow  cab  is  self  insured,  what  does  that  process  involve? 

•  Jim  Gillespie:  You  have  to  show  a  net  worth  for  auto  liability.  You  have  to  hold  money 
on  deposit  to  cover  your  losses.  We  are  do  it  based  on  our  financial  position.  We  do  this 
through  the  State  workers  compensation  investor  relations. 

•  Marty  Smith:  The  workers  compensation;  Tom  did  a  good  thing  with  the  changes.  We 
need  to  look  at  the  contract  that  the  companies  have  with  the  drivers  to  determine  if  these 
drivers  are  independent  contractors.  We  want  workers  compensation  or  industrial 
accidents.  In  our  company  everyone  is  a  Color  Scheme  so  our  Medallion  Holders  are  not 
covered. 

•  Pres  Gillespie:  So  you  just  get  that  for  your  Medallion  Holders? 

•  Marty  Smith:  No,  you  get  it  for  all  your  drivers,  it  covers  the  vehicle. 

•  Com  Breslin:  I  always  thought  that  the  contracts  were  a  protected  arena. 

•  Marty  Smith:  If  a  Medallion  Holder  drives  they  cover  them.  If  he  is  gates  &  gas, 
industrial  accident  covers  the  driver  up  to  $500K. 

•  Com  Oneto:  Are  there  different  levels  in  industrial  accident  insurance,  Tom  Owen,  since 
that  isn't  State  Law  "industrial  accident"  can  we  require  this  coverage  at  a  certain  level? 

•  Tom  Owen:  We  can  set  insurance  requirements  for  permittees.  We  would  have  to 
provide  our  accepting  of  the  industrial  accident. 

•  Com  Breslin:  Is  this  by  Color  Scheme  or  Medallion? 

•  Marty  Smith:  That  would  be  by  medallion. 

•  Tom  Owen:  Simply  looking  at  a  contract  does  not  determine  if  someone  qualifies. 

•  Pres  Gillespie:  Can  we  get  a  copy  of  those  18  steps? 

•  John  Lazar:  We  went  to  the  State  level;  I  don't  have  a  copy  with  mc.  Workers 
compensation  I  would  continue  to  have  unless  the  San  Francisco  city  says  that  you  cannot 
be  sued.  We  are  scared  to  be  challenged  if  we  don't  have  the  right  coverage.  AIG  says 
that  everyone  is  covered  under  our  workers  compensation.  We  are  paying  $250  a  month 
per  cab. 
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•  Pres  Gillespie:  You  get  it  because  you  don't  want  your  assets  placed  in  jeopardy. 

•  Mart}'  Smith:  We  can  make  industrial  accident  the  bottom  line. 

•  Charles  Rathbone:  EDD  has  published  a  document  under  the  Taxi  Driver  Regulation 
page.  I  will  suggest  what  business  model  is  acceptable.  What  is  in  the  interest  of  the 
people  of  San  Francisco?  What  you  might  want  to  do  under  section  5K  lease,  maybe  you 
only  want  to  have  a  Gates&  Gas  business  model.  There  is  no  way  to  escape  the  workers 
compensation. 

•  Carl  Macmurdo:  I  think  that  there  is  an  important  service  provided  by  the  long  term 
lease  model  as  well.  I  think  that  on  a  separate  issue  is  that  all  the  drivers  are  protected.  As 
far  as  the  1 8  point  test,  it's  very  confusing.  Some  of  these  companies  that  have  accidents 
that  don't  have  workers  compensation  just  close  there  business  and  kick  the  driver  to  the 
curb.  Then  the  medallion  holder  may  be  liable  for  that,  so  it  applies  to  them  as  well.  It's 
really  not  clear  that  workers  compensation  is  required. 

•  Mark  Gruberg:  The  courts  require  that  Desoto,  Luxor  and  Yellow  have  workers 
compensation  due  to  a  court  case  from  the  mid  90's. 

•  Com  Breslin:  As  required  by  law  or  for  everybody? 

•  Mark  Gruberg:  It  must  be  clearly  written  in  their  contract,  which  is  in  the  court 
decision.  The  notion  that  you  would  create  an  alternative  parallel  acceptable  system  is 
only  going  to  worstin  the  problem.  Every  company  is  going  to  latch  on  to  that.  The 
commission  is  now  creating  a  body  of  interpretation  around  workers  compensation  and  I 
think  you  going  down  the  right  path.  There  needs  to  be  a  level  playing  field  in  this 
industry. 

•  Pres  Gillespie:  Would  you  support  the  resolution? 

•  Mark  Gruberg:  It's  really  nothing  to  what  is  already  written  in  the  MPC.  I  don't  think 
your  doing  very  much  by  this  exercise.  I  think  the  commission  needs  to  continue  down 
this  path. 

•  Pres  Gillespie:  You  have  to  display  the  certificate  and  be  in  compliance  with  State  laws. 
This  intent  is  to  be  more  specific. 

•  Mark  Gruberg:  Section  1 147.4  says  that  you  have  to  be  in  compliance  with  State  law. 

•  Dan  Hinds:  I  was  General  Manager  of  DeSoto  at  that  time  during  the  Tracy  case.  The 
agreement  said  that  we  weren't  going  to  use  the  independent  contractors  to  deny  workers 
compensation.  Under  that  leasing  agreement  I  think  that  that  qualification  needs  to  be 
made.  At  National  cab  we  pay  roughly  200K  per  year  on  workers  compensation.  We 
have  a  business  model  question  here.  We  pay  by  medallion  and  workers  compensation 
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charges  us  for  each.  Going  back  to  the  comment  that  Hansu  made  is  to  limit  access  to 
people  at  the  airport.  Those  exceptions  are  going  to  be  limited  to  single  users. 

•  Pres  Gillespie:  When  you  get  the  airport  sticker  who  gives  that  to  you? 

•  Dan  Hinds:  GTU. 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  We  never  had  a  MOU  with  GTU.  I  would  like  to  establish  a  MOU.  I  will 
draft  that.  Basically  what  we  can  do  is  that  we  can  have  even  if  they  pass  inspection  TXC 
has  to  sign  off  and  certify  that  these  vehicles  pass  the  inspection  completely. 

•  Tariq  Mehmood:  Black  &  White  Checker  sent  a  letter  to  the  TXC  that  so  many 
medallions  are  covered  under  workers  compensation.  Through  this  I  will  request  Dir 
Thigpen  to  send  them  a  letter  of  what  medallions  are  single  shift.  Airport  means  that  they 
have  to  add  a  clause  in  there  laws  that  all  cabs  have  to  be  covered  under  workers 
compensation.  Where  are  the  rules  that  keep  them  in  the  loop  for  a  1  month  period?  If 
they  let  it  lapse  they  should  be  a  fine. 

•  Hansu  Kim:  In  my  opinion  this  is  the  most  difficult  situation.  Many  companies  don't 
cover  workers  compensation  and  I  think  Dan  said  it  best.  This  is  very  important  to 
address  and  create  an  even  plain  field  of  cost.  Addressing  this  problem  will  go  a  long 
way  on  availability. 

•  Pres  Gillespie:  Mark,  you  affiliated  with  Regents  for  dispatch,  how  did  you  go  about  this. 

•  Mark  Gruberg:  Workers  compensation  wrote  us  a  policy. 

•  Pres  Gillespie:  I  want  to  make  sure  that  permit  holders  are  covered. 

•  Mark  Gruberg:  Under  Green  Cab  every  driver  is  covered  and  our  coverage  is  by 
medallion  number  so  if  you  are  driving  that  cab  you  are  covered. 

•  Marty  Smith:  Under  the  State  Fund  medallion  holders  are  not  covered. 

•  Tom  Owen:  We  were  just  talking  about  liability  insurance.  You  don't  have  to  prove  that 
the  company  did  something  wrong  to  get  workers  compensation. 

•  Pres  Gillespie:  I  want  to  be  clear  about  when  workers  compensation  starts  and  where  it 
ends. 

•  Tom  Owen:  It's  however  the  courts  define  the  employment. 

•  John  Lazar:  I've  had  3  claims  with  Medallion  Holders.  All  three  insurance  companies 
cover  medallion  holders. 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  The  problem  of  brokers  is  5th  generation. 

•  Com  Breslin:  The  airport  sounds  like  a  good  incentive. 
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•  Pres  Gillespie:  I'm  starting  to  agree  with  Mark  Gruberg;  I  wonder  from  our  staff  what 
percentages  of  cabs  are  in  compliance. 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  I'm  not  prepared  to  answer  that  question;  we  can  have  a  staff  report  on  the 
April  22nd  meeting.    We  have  a  situation  right  now  with  the  airport  so  we  need  to 
improve  this  dialogue. 

•  Marty  Smith:  Bay  and  Regents  have  been  rewarded  while  we  all  were  in  full 
compliance.  If  a  medallion  holder  is  not  driving  the  cab  even  if  he's  single  shift  he  has  to 
have  workers  compensation. 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  MPC  has  something  regarding  transfers. 

•  Com  Oneto:  What  we  have  is  that  they  only  have  to  show  proof  of  work  compensation 
on  that  particular  medallion. 

•  Tom  Owen:  If  your  ready  to  say  you  are  not  going  to  allow  single  shift  its  better  to 
address  that  head  on. 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  Reads-  MPC  section  1 125. 

•  Pres  Gillespie:  We  can  deny  a  Color  Scheme  change  based  on  public  interest. 

•  Com  Oneto:  What  single  shifter  is  going  to  be  receiving  another  medallion? 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  There  is  just  one  more  section;  Subsection  D;  No  change  shall  be  made  by 
approval  of  Taxi  Commission. 

•  Com  Breslin:  This  conversation  was  long  overdue. 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  Next  meeting  is  on  May  7th. 

•  Pres  Gillespie:  I  won't  be  at  the  meeting  I'll  be  gone  from  May  1st  to  the  May  7th. 

•  Com  Breslin:  We  can  talk  about  this  at  the  commission  meeting. 

•  Tom  Owen:  It  will  be  better  to  agendize  the  subject  of  Color  Scheme  changes.  I  think  it 
will  be  very  informative  to  have  an  Insurance  representative  come  and  give  a  presentation 
at  the  meeting. 

5.  Adjournment  12:35 
Explore: 

•  SFMTA  Board 

•  SFMTA  CAC 
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Rules  and  Regulations  Subcommittee 


AGENDA 
June  10,  2008  at  10:30  a.m. 
City  Hall,l  Dr.  Carlton  B.  Goodlett  Place 
Room  408 

1.  Call  to  Order/Roll  Call 


GOVERNMENT 
DOCUMENTS  DEPT 

JAN  2  6  2012 


SAN  FRANCISCO 
PUBLIC  LIBRARY 

2.  General  Public  Comment  (Please  limit  public  comment  to  items  not  on  the  agenda) 

3.  Adoption  of  Minutes  from  the  April  10,  2008  Subcommittee  Meeting 

4.  Consideration  of  2008  Color  Scheme  Standards:  Proposed  Rules  4.A.13  and  5. A.  10, 
Amendments  to  MPC  §  1 125;  and  Proposed  2008  Color  Scheme  Standards  Regulations 
(see  Explanatory  Documents  for  Proposed  Amendments)  [ACTION] 

5.  Consideration  of  Clean  Air  Taxi  Program:  Proposed  Amendments  to  Rules  4. A. 6,  and 
Sections  5.D  and  5.G,  Proposed  Deletion  of  Rules  4.A.8,  5.B.1,  5.B.3,  and  5.B.8  of  the 
Rules  and  Regulations  (see  Explanatory  Documents  for  Proposed  Amendments) 
[ACTION] 

6.  Adjournment 


ACCESSIBLE  MEETING  POLICY 

Accessible  seating  for  persons  with  disabilities  (including  those  using  wheelchairs)  will  be 
available. 

Members  of  the  public  who  wish  to  listen  to,  and/or  participate  in  this  meeting  but  arc  unable  to 
physically  attend,  may  call  the  Taxi  Commission  Bridge  Line  at  (415)  554-9632.  Call  after  6:30 
pm  and  a  staff  person  will  handle  requests  to  speak  at  the  appropriate  times  on  the  agenda. 
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Upon  request,  American  Sign  Language  interpreters  and/or  sound  enhancement  systems  will  be 
available.  Please  contact  the  Taxi  Commission  at  (415)  503-2180,  at  least  72  hours  prior  to  the 
meeting.  Late  requests  will  be  honored  if  possible. 

Upon  request,  minutes  of  meetings  are  available  in  alternative  formats.  If  you  require  the  use  of  a 
reader  during  a  meeting,  please  contact  the  Taxi  Commission  at  (415)  503-21 80,  at  least  72  hours 
prior  to  the  meeting.  Late  request  will  be  honored  if  possible.  Individuals  with  severe  allergies, 
environmental  illness,  multiple  chemical  sensitivity  or  related  disabilities  may  call  the  Taxi 
Commission  at  (415)  503-2180  to  discuss  meeting  accessibility.  In  order  to  assist  the  City's 
efforts  to  accommodate  such  people,  attendees  at  public  meetings  are  reminded  that  other 
attendees  may  be  sensitive  to  various  chemical  based  products.  Please  help  the  City  to 
accommodate  these  individuals. 

The  closest  accessible  BART  station  is  located  in  the  Civic  Center  at  Market  and  Eighth 
Streets.  Accessible  MUNI  lines  serving  this  location  are  Nos.  42  and  90.  For  information  about 
MUNI  accessible  sendees,  call  (415)  923-6142. 

Accessible  parking  is  available  at  the  following  locations:  two  (2)  designated  blue  curb  spaces  on 
the  southwest  corner  of  McAllister  Street  at  Van  Ness  Avenue;  and  the  Performing  Arts  Garage 
(entrance  on  Grove  Street  between  Franklin  and  Gough  Streets,  immediately  behind  the  San 
Francisco  War  Memorial  and  Performing  Arts  Center). 


KNOW  YOUR  RIGHTS  UNDER  THE  SUNSHINE 
ORDINANCE 

A  meeting  is  a  public  forum  and  broad  reign  must  be  given  to  a  speaker's  right  to  self- 
expression.  A  member  of  the  public  has  the  right  to  criticize  the  policy  body's  programs, 
practices,  policies  and  services,  as  well  as  its  members  and  staff.  The  presiding  officer 
nonetheless  may  reasonably  confine  a  speaker's  comments  to  the  agenda  item  being  addressed  or, 
for  general  public  comment,  to  the  subject  matter  jurisdiction  of  the  policy  body. 

A  policy  body  has  the  power  to  adopt  reasonable  rules  and  regulations  relating  to  public 
comment.  Govt.  Code  Section  54954.3(b);  Admin  Code  Section  67.15(c).  The  Sunshine 
Ordinance  requires  all  policy  bodies  to  allow  each  member  of  the  public  to  speak  once  on  each 
calendar  item  for  up  to  three  minutes.  Admin.  Code  Section  67.15.  The  policy  body  may  limit 
public  comment  on  an  agenda  item  to  less  than  three  minutes  per  speaker,  based  on  such  factors  as 
the  nature  of  the  agenda  item,  the  number  of  anticipated  speakers  for  that  item,  and  the  number 
and  anticipated  duration  of  other  agenda  items. 

Government 's  duty  is  to  serve  the  public,  reaching  its  decision  in  full  view  of  the 

public.  Commissions,  boards,  councils  and  other  agencies  of  the  City  and  County  exist  to  conduct 
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the  people 's  business.  The  Sunshine  Ordinance  assures  that  deliberations  are  conducted  before 
the  people  and  that  City  operations  are  open  to  the  people 's  review.  For  more  information  on 
your  rights  under  the  Sunshine  Ordinance  (Chapter  67  of  the  San  Francisco  Administrative  Code) 
or  to  report  a  violation  of  the  ordinance,  contact  Adele  Destro,  Interim  Administrator  by  mail  to 
Sunshine  Ordinance  Task  force,  City  Hall,  1  Dr.  Carlton  B.  Goodlett  Place,  Room  244,  by  phone 
at  (415)  554-7724,  by  fax  at  (415)  554-7854  or  by  e-mail  at  sotf(a)^fsov.ors 

Citizens  interested  in  obtaining  a  copy  of  the  Sunshine  Ordinance  can  request  a  copy  from  Ms. 
Adele  Destro  or  by  printing  Chapter  67  of  the  San  Francisco  Administrative  Code  on  the  Internet, 
at  http://www.amlegal.com/sanfran/viewcode.htm 


SAN  FRANCISCO  LOBBYIST  ORDINANCE 


Attention:  Individuals  and  entities  that  influence  or  attempt  to  influence  local  legislative  or 
administrative  action  may  be  required  by  the  San  Francisco  Lobbyist  Ordinance  [SF  Campaign  & 
Governmental  Conduct  Code  §  2.100]  to  register  and  report  lobbying  activity.  For  more 
information  about  the  Lobbyist  Ordinance,  please  contact  the  San  Francisco  Ethics  Commission  at 
30  Van  Ness  Avenue,  Suite  3900,  San  Francisco,  CA  94102;  telephone  (415)  581-2300;  fax  (415) 
581-2317;  web  site:  sfgov.org/ethics. 


WARNING 

The  ringing  of  and  use  of  cell  phones,  pagers,  and  similar  sound-producing 
devices  are  prohibited  at  this  meeting.  Please  be  advised  that  the  Chair  may 
order  the  removal  from  the  meeting  room  of  any  person(s)  responsible  for  the 
ringing  or  use  of  a  cell  phone,  pager,  or  other  similar  sound  producing 
electronic  devices.  ( San  Francisco  Administrative  Code,  sec.  67 A.  1) 

Explore: 

•  SFMTA  Board 

•  SFMTA  CAC 

•  Transit  Meetings 

•  Bicycle  Meetings 
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SFMTA      Municipal  Transportation  Agency 


SFMTA  home  >  About  Us  >  Meetings  >  Taxicab  Commission  >  June  10,  2008  Rules  and 
Regulations  Subcommittee 


Rules  and  Regulations  Subcommittee 

MINUTES 
June  10,  2008  at  10:30am 
City  Hall,l  Dr.  Carlton  B.  Goodlett  Place 
Room  408 

Present:  Breslin,  Oneto,  Gillespie  GOVERNMENT 
Absent:  None  DOCUMENTS  DEPT 

Called  meeting  at  10:46  am 


JAN  2  6  Z012 


1.  Call  to  Order/Roll  Call :  Quorum  SAN  FRANCISCO 

PUBLIC  LIBRARY 

•  Com  Breslin:  I  would  like  to  change  the  order  of  the  items  on  the  Agenda;  5  is  time 
sensitive  so  5  first  then  4. 

2.  General  Public  Comment  (Please  limit  public  comment  to  items  not  on  the  agenda) 

•  Jim  Gillespie:  I  am  personally  perturbed  about  the  agenda  because  the  rules  committee  is 
supposed  to  discuss  rules.  This  is  the  same  agenda  item  as  the  Taxi  Commission  regular 
meeting. 

•  Com  Breslin:  We  don't  look  to  take  action  tonight. 

•  Carl  Macmurdo:  I  am  confused  about  the  charge  of  this  committee.  I  thought  we  were 
supposed  to  make  amendments  to  the  rule  changes  not  policy  decisions. 

•  Com  Breslin:  These  are  very  much  policy  matters.  We  are  more  open  ended  than  the  rule 
book. 

•  Mark  Gruberg:  This  should  receive  greater  liberation  and  attention  instead  of  going 
straight  to  the  commission  tonight. 
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•  Com  Breslin:  If  people  cannot  come  together  this  evening,  can  we  have  an  extension? 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  No,  Clean  Air  Taxi  takes  affect  on  July  1st  and  we  need  to  have  rules  prior 
to  that  time.  We  really  need  to  have  the  program  in  place  so  it's  fully  operational  and 
functional  by  July  1  st. 

•  Wesley  Hollis:  Security  cameras;  specified  the  requirements.  I  noticed  the  final 
specification  won't  be  posted  until  July.  Are  they  going  to  be  in  the  Rules  and 
Regulations  or  Police  Code? 

•  Marty  Smith:  I  think  the  specifications  have  to  be  up  to  25  megabytes. 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  The  specifications  will  not  be  released  until  July.  Everyone  with  Ray  wood 
has  to  replace  their  cameras.  We  are  in  the  process  of  ordering  laptops  and  we  will  be 
testing  the  cameras. 

3.     Adoption  of  Minutes  from  the  April  10,  2008  Subcommittee  Meeting: 
Public  Comment: 

•  Ray  Slone:  The  minutes  do  not  reflect  that  I  talked  about  the  legality  of  dispatch  and 
being  able  to  regulate  that. 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  We  will  review  the  tape. 

5.  Consideration  of  Clean  Air  Taxi  Program:  Proposed  Amendments  to  Rules  4.A.6, 
and  Sections  5.D  and  5.G,  Proposed  Deletion  of  Rules  4.A.8,  5.B.1,  5.B.3,  and  5.B.8 
of  the  Rules  and  Regulations  (see  Explanatory  Documents  for  Proposed 
Amendments)  [ACTION] 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  We  developed  this  program  for  an  incentive.  On  April  1st;  the  1st  Green 
Vehicle  Guide  was  released.  On  April  7th  surcharges  for  gates  took  effect.  On  May  1st, 
we  released  sample  fleet  conversion  plans  and  sent  two  reminders.  Only  two  companies 
did  not  comply  but  they  are  now  in  compliance.  July  1st,  this  takes  effect  and  the 
proposed  procedures  will  follow.  Comfort  has  two  ramp  cabs  so  technically  he  is  exempt, 
so  I  will  remove  his  fine.  What  we  proposed  is  that  right  now  the  way  that  you  are 
introducing  vehicles  to  the  fleet  is  by  bringing  it  to  GTU.  Some  people  are  taking  decals 
and  transponders  out  of  the  cars  on  the  lot  and  bringing  them  to  inspection  and  that  has 
led  to  some  problems  and  will  no  longer  be  able  to  happen.  All  we  are  asking  is  that  you 
fill  out  the  vehicle  form  and  we  will  fax  it  to  GTU  and  Dan  from  GTU  will  fax  it  back  to 
us.  As  far  as  rule  changes,  some  of  the  rules  don't  need  to  be  in  there.  If  section  5D  and 
5C,  4A8,  5B1,  5B3,  5B8,  and  4A6  will  be  amended  to  sections. 

•  Pres  Gillespie:  Talk  about  the  penalty  structure. 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  If  the  vehicle  introduction  forms  are  not  filled  out  and  they  take  initiative  to 
remove  transponders  from  another  vehicle  we  have  a  problem  and  at  that  point  will  asses 


http://www.sfmta.com/cms/ctaxicomm/85222_08.html 


1/26/2012 


Taxi  Commission  June  10,  2008  Rules  and  Regulations  Subcommittee 


Page  3  of  8 


the  penalties.  We  will  conduct  4  surprise  inspections.  We  will  inspect  in  the  city  and  at 
the  airport.  If  we  find  vehicles  that  have  not  submitted  the  form  we  will  asses  penalties. 
Proposed  on  a  size  basis;  we  would  asses  penalty  1 A  or  IB.  All  cars  would  then  come 
back  in  for  inspection  within  6  months.  If  at  the  time  of  inspection  or  during  the  surprise 
inspection;  2nd  violation  2A  or  2B.  Then  the  fleet  would  have  to  come  in  for  inspection. 
Then  3A  or  3B  will  be  assessed.  If  their  not  in  compliance  it  will  lead  to  revocation.  This 
is  a  priority  for  the  Mayor,  Taxi  Commission,  Board  of  Supervisors  and  the  people  of  the 
City  and  County  of  San  Francisco. 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  Section  5D  spares,  5G  covers  inspections.  We  just  got  rid  of  them  and  put 
a  whole  new  section  in.  Deletion  4A8,  5B1,  5B3,  5B8,  5D  and  5G.  In  place  of  those  we 
get  these  fresh  sections.  4A6  is  amended  to  state  that  all  inspections  shall  be  conducted  in 
accordance  with  the  Color  Scheme  section. 

•  Pres  Gillespie:  In  the  end  it's  the  responsibility  of  the  Color  Scheme  to  make  sure  they 
are  in  compliance  with  the  rules. 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  June  2nd  the  proposals  were  noticed.  The  rule  book  references  the 
commission  or  its  designee  which  in  this  case  is  GTU.  So  what  they  say  goes.  If  that 
section  remains  the  same,  we  don't  need  to  spell  out  the  administrative  process. 

•  Com  Breslin:  15D  as  far  as  the  spare  vehicles,  6  model  years  or  earlier? 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  The  amended  version  states  that.  My  job  is  simply  to  report  so  I'm  not 
offering  my  opinion. 

•  Com  Breslin:  5G4,  Jan  09,  5  model  years. 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  I  should  look  more  closely  into  ramps  but  we  can  explore  that  once  we  get 
to  that  section 

•  Pres  Gillespie:  Section  6,  salvage  that's  new? 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  Yes  that's  new,  it  was  asked  of  me  to  include  it  in  the  discussion. 

•  Pres  Gillespe:  I'm  for  the  idea  of  salvage  but  I  would  change  the  language  to  say  "no 
vehicles  may  be  placed  into  service"  I'm  a  little  skeptical  about  taking  vehicles  out  of 
service. 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  That  would  make  sense  so  it  wouldn't  require  anyone  to  scrap  anything. 

•  Com  Breslin:  Do  you  have  an  opinion  about  the  language. 

•  Tom  Owen:  Since  your  adopting  a  formal  process;  placed  into  service  will  be  fine. 
Public  Comment: 
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•  Ralph  Machovsky:  Vehicles  purchased  that  are  not  in  service  but  are  registered  under 
the  Color  Schemes  name  and  they  are  salvage  will  they  be  able  to  put  in  service  at  a  later 
date.  They  were  purchased  for  future  Medallion  Holders. 

•  Pres  Gillespie:  Salvage  does  not  kick  in  until  January  2009. 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  Rather  than  making  a  rule  for  one  person.  You  and  I  can  work  individually 
prior  to  July  1  st. 

•  Ralph  Machovsky:  If  it's  registered  by  a  certain  date  to  a  Color  Scheme. 

•  Marty  Smith:  Talk  about  spares;  right  now  they  don't  have  to  be  compliant  at  this  point. 
By  201 1  all  fleets  will  be  compliant. 

•  Rich  Hybels:  I  knew  I  was  going  to  hear  the  word  safety.  All  28  million  vehicle  accidents 
caused  by  mechanical  failure  are  .008.  I  also  bought  some  hybrids  that  are  salvage.  I 
don't  know  anybody  that  has  an  accident  caused  by  mechanical  failure.  I'm  so  upset.  I 
have  2002  vehicles  with  100k  miles  that  have  to  be  put  out  of  service  in  January. 

•  Pres  Gillespie:  In  the  age  section  we  are  changing,  8  models  year,  to  5  model  years  may 
serve. 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  You  still  have  to  set  an  outer  limit  as  far  as  serving. 

•  Rich  Hybels:  The  year  a  car  was  made  is  meaningless. 

•  Pres  Gillespie:  If  we  change  this  to  say;  placed  into  service.  After  Jan  2009  you  cannot 
"place  into  service"  a  vehicle  that  exceeds  the  model  years  in  the  rules. 

•  Rich  Hybels:  Salvage  vehicles  are  not  dangerous. 

•  Com  Breslin:  I  don't  see  the  word  safety  in  here. 

•  Rich  Hybels:  GTU  has  a  problem  with  salvage  vehicles. 

•  Com  Breslin:  Taxis  that  have  been  purchased  under  our  existing  rules  aren't  discarded. 

•  Charles  Rathbone:  Generally  this  is  about  upgrading  the  fleets,  that's  fine.  Specifics  of 
5D1 ;  new  language  that  would  be  a  six  model  year  has  been  changed  to  earlier.  5D3; 
spare  vehicle  operated  more  than  3  days.  We  will  be  sending  paperwork. 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  Right  now  this  is  already  in  affect  for  ramps. 

•  Com  Breslin:  Continuous? 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  I  have  to  think  about  that,  Charles  raised  a  good  point.  Policy  behind  this 
particular  rule  is  to  make  sure  that  two  vehicles  aren't  being  operated  at  the  same  time. 
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•  Charles  Rathbone:  I  have  a  problem  with  the  8  year  old  vehicles.  I  think  that  people 
should  get  rid  of  these  very  old  taxis.  I  know  that  salvage  means  that  there  are  two 
different  vehicles  that  have  been  cut  in  half  and  put  together  and  as  a  consumer  I  do  not 
want  to  get  into  that  type  of  vehicle.  Lastly  penalties,  it's  ok  to  have  them.  First  offense 
IB,  restricting  airport  decal  for  6  months.  So  for  small  companies  this  is  not  equitable.  I 
don't  think  that  one  car  in  the  fleet  can  put  the  whole  fleet  out  of  compliance. 

•  Jim  Gillespie:  I  don't  have  a  problem  with  the  penalty.  The  problem  is  with  the  airport 
restriction  (privileges)  you  affect  people.  I  have  some  concerns  about  making  that  a 
penalty.  Regarding  spares;  my  concern  is  if  we  are  making  it  too  restrictive  for  company's 
financial  budget.  Salvage  vehicle;  I  don't  want  to  be  in  a  cab  that  is  welded  together. 
Yellow  cab  bought  a  2008  Nissan  Altima  hybrid  124  miles  salvage  title.  I  think  GTU 
should  inspect  and  then  pass  on.  Failing  inspections;  5G8-if  a  vehicle  is  not  back  in 
service  within  30  days  it  should  be  permanently  out  of  service.  I've  seen  some  vehicles 
that  have  been  in  accidents  that  take  a  month  and  a  half  to  repair  which  makes  them 
permanently  out  of  service. 

•  Unknown:  A  spare  with  50k  miles  to  covert  to  regular  cab,  can  it  be  put  into  service? 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  Anything  that  is  status  quote  that  has  already  been  inspected  or  approved 
can  come  back  at  that  point.  You  would  be  allowed  to  do  that.  The  anticipation  is  that  you 
show  intent  for  future  vehicles,  I  will  approve  it. 

•  Dan  Hinds:  I'm  not  sure  what  the  problems  are  with  the  rules  in  place  right  now.  I  don't 
see  why  we  have  to  change  from  8  years?  Spare  cabs  usage;  if  we  understood  the 
problem,  we  can  contribute  to  the  solution.  It's  seems  like  a  top  down  approach.  The 
penalties  are  extraordinary.  I'm  a  little  concerned  about  the  way  the  penalties  are  set  up. 
Fake  medallions:  serious  problem  running  a  spare  with  a  fake  medallion  in  which  I 
support  severe  penalty  for.  Parts  aren't  always  available  and  the  right  parts  aren't  always 
sent,  these  things  happen. 

•  Ralph:  The  spares  should  be  checked  every  6  months  at  GTU.  We  have  spares  with  200k 
miles.  Can  a  car  be  put  on  stand  by  for  a  future  permit? 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  You  will  be  eligible  for  emergency  circumstances. 

•  Mark  Gruberg:  This  is  agendized  as  consideration  of  the  Clean  Air  Taxi  program.  I 
don't  see  the  urgency  to  go  forward  with  this.  I  say  take  your  time  with  this.  There  are 
other  problems  I  can  for  see  in  this,  we  have  a  vehicle  we  cannot  employ  as  a  regular  taxi 
we  have  to  take  it  out  of  service  and  after  30  days  we  have  to  sell  it  off  to  another 
company.  It's  not  flexible. 

•  Jane  Bolig:  I  think  operationally  cab  companies  are  in  the  position  of  having  a  spare  as  B 
more  acceptable  vehicle.  I  was  wondering  if  the  schedule  of  fines  to  apply  it  to  limos. 
pirates  and  out  of  town  vehicles.  They  should  be  subject  to  these  fines  as  well.  What  are 
your  standards  for  small,  medium  and  large  companies? 
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•  Dir  Thigpen:  1-30  small,  30-75  medium  and  75+  is  large. 

•  Jane  Bolig:  What  if  your  car  got  totaled  and  it's  not  available.  200K  miles,  where  did  that 
vehicle  come  from?  Why  would  be  place  another  burden  on  GTU  if  they  are  short  staffed 
by  adding  inspections.  Salvage:  there  are  vehicles  that  have  nothing  more  than  cosmetic 
reasons. 

•  Pres  Gillespie:  Who  is  a  salvaged  vehicle  designated  by? 

•  Pres  Gillespie:  We  can  have  a  whole  other  inspection  for  salvage  vehicles. 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  I  can  look  into  the  salvage  and  check  with  insurance  and  DMV  and  come 
back  with  more  information. 

•  Pres  Gillespie:  To  implement  Clean  Air  Taxi. 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  Existing  rules  state;  should  be  inspected  by  Commission  or  its  designee. 
Rules  need  to  be  changed  and  the  penalties  need  to  be  adopted. 

•  Gratchia:  I  would  urge  you  to  not  punish  the  companies  for  the  vehicles  that  they  already 
purchased.  Find  some  language  to  give  opportunity  in  emergency  situations  or  out  of 
service  cabs  to  have  an  extension.  I  hope  the  political  games  will  stop  somewhere.  When 
you  change  rules  you  harm  cab  drivers.  I'll  appreciate  if  you  give  room  for  cab  drivers  to 
move  around. 

•  Pres  Gillespie:  I  would  like  to  get  Color  Scheme  standards  in. 

•  Com  Breslin:  We  can  have  public  comment  on  Color  Scheme  standards  tonight. 

•  Marty  Smith:  If  I  do  3  years  at  70k  miles  it  comes  out  to  34  tons  a  year. 

•  Pres  Gillespie:  We  have  to  determine  what  an  average  taxi  does.  It  may  come  a  time  in 
the  future  that  a  car  gets  25  miles  per  gallon. 

•  Com  Oneto:  We  have  to  make  sure  it's  consistent  to  where  we  brought  it  from. 

•  Marty  Smith:  Salvage  vehicles;  maybe  it  should  be  put  before  the  commission. 

•  Roger  Cardenas:  Regular  vehicles  go  to  GTU  for  inspections.  On  salvage  it  has  to  go  to 
inspections  by  Highway  Patrol  and  then  the  documents  are  turned  into  DMV  and  then 
they  inspect  the  vehicle.  If  it's  out  of  state  they  check  it  more  thoroughly  than  a  regular 
car.  Commercial  vehicles  have  higher  standards  than  a  regular  vehicle. 

•  Com  Breslin:  Dir  Thigpen  is  going  to  get  us  all  the  different  check  points  of  what  the 
salvage  vehicle  goes  through. 
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•  Welsey  Hollis:  I  am  amazed  at  some  of  these  rule  changes  that  are  being  proposed. 
Referring  to  1-3  cab  companies.  Rules  regarding  spares  and  age  limitations.  And  once 
again  we  are  totally  ignored.  Small  companies  cannot  afford  to  buy  30k  cars.  If  you  force 
us  to  retire  cars  we  can't  afford  it  will  put  us  out  of  business  due  to  these  rules. 

•  Com  Oneto:  Housekeeping;  page  two,  once  approval  provided  and  submitted  to  GTU, 
request  sections,  what  about  long  term  lease  and  the  driver  who  owns  the  vehicle? 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  We  need  to  make  sure  there  is  a  clear  line  of  communication.  I  don't  think 
its  fair  to  Color  Schemes  that  long  term  lease  bring  the  car  down  to  the  inspection.  We 
need  to  ensure  that  we  are  making  rules  properly.  Currently  brokers  are  going  to  GTU  and 
having  cars  approved. 

•  Com  Oneto:  Proposed  penally  structure.  38  tons  per  vehicle;  don't  you  have  to  set  the 
percentage  by  the  year? 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  The  way  we  interpret  it  is  each  vehicle  counts  towards  the  average.  I  will 
look  at  the  plan  prior  to  approval  or  denial.  We  are  not  going  to  look  at  a  percentage. 

•  Com  Oneto:  Second  violation  language  needs  to  be  changed  to;  "companies  can't  receive 
a  medallion"... they  shouldn't  be  able  to  receive.  On  the  service  years  we  can  set  a 
declining  standard.. .7(2009),  6  (2010),  5  (201 1).  No  spare  over  60k  miles  can  be  put  into 
service. 

•  Com  Breslin:  Any  ways  to  bullet  point  the  issues  for  the  commission  tonight? 

•  Pres  Gillespie:  We  will  have  a  full  hearing  tonight. 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  I  can  draft  bullet  points  for  tonight. 

•  Pres  Gillespie:  Agenda  item  4  for  next  meeting 
6.  Adjournment  12:38pm. 
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AGENDA 
July  1,  2008  at  10:30  a.m. 
City  Hall,l  Dr.  Carlton  B.  Goodlett  Place 
Room  408 

1.  Call  to  Order/Roll  Call 

2.  General  Public  Comment  (Please  limit  public  comment  to  items  not  on  the  agenda) 

3.  Adoption  of  Minutes  from  the  June  10,2008  Subcommittee  Meeting  [ACTION] 

4.  Consideration  of  2008  Color  Scheme  Standards:  Proposed  Rules  4.A.13  and  5.A.10, 
Amendments  to  MPC  §  1 125;  and  Proposed  2008  Color  Scheme  Standards  Regulations 
(see  Explanatory  Documents  for  Proposed  Amendments)  [ACTION] 

5.  Adjournment 

ACCESSIBLE  MEETING  POLICY 

Accessible  seating  for  persons  with  disabilities  (including  those  using  wheelchairs)  will  be 

available. 

Members  of  the  public  who  wish  to  listen  to,  and/or  participate  in  this  meeting  but  are  unable  to 
physically  attend,  may  call  the  Taxi  Commission  Bridge  Line  at  (415)  554-9632.  Call  after  6:30 
pm  and  a  staff  person  will  handle  requests  to  speak  at  the  appropriate  times  on  the  agenda. 

Upon  request,  American  Sign  Language  interpreters  and/or  sound  enhancement  systems  will  be 
available.  Please  contact  the  Taxi  Commission  at  (415)  503-2180,  at  least  72  hours  prior  to  the 
meeting.  Late  requests  will  be  honored  if  possible. 

Upon  request,  minutes  of  meetings  are  available  in  alternative  formats.  If  you  require  the  use  of  a 
reader  during  a  meeting,  please  contact  the  Taxi  Commission  at  (415)  503-2180.  at  least  72  hours 
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prior  to  the  meeting.  Late  request  will  be  honored  if  possible.  Individuals  with  severe  allergies, 
environmental  illness,  multiple  chemical  sensitivity  or  related  disabilities  may  call  the  Taxi 
Commission  at  (415)  503-2180  to  discuss  meeting  accessibility.  In  order  to  assist  the  City's 
efforts  to  accommodate  such  people,  attendees  at  public  meetings  are  reminded  that  other 
attendees  may  be  sensitive  to  various  chemical  based  products.  Please  help  the  City  to 
accommodate  these  individuals. 

The  closest  accessible  BART  station  is  located  in  the  Civic  Center  at  Market  and  Eighth 
Streets.  Accessible  MUNI  lines  serving  this  location  are  Nos.  42  and  90.  For  information  about 
MUNI  accessible  services,  call  (415)  923-6142. 

Accessible  parking  is  available  at  the  following  locations:  two  (2)  designated  blue  curb  spaces  on 
the  southwest  corner  of  McAllister  Street  at  Van  Ness  Avenue;  and  the  Performing  Arts  Garage 
(entrance  on  Grove  Street  between  Franklin  and  Gough  Streets,  immediately  behind  the  San 
Francisco  War  Memorial  and  Performing  Arts  Center). 

KNOW  YOUR  RIGHTS  UNDER  THE  SUNSHINE 

ORDINANCE 

A  meeting  is  a  public  forum  and  broad  reign  must  be  given  to  a  speaker's  right  to  self- 
expression.  A  member  of  the  public  has  the  right  to  criticize  the  policy  body's  programs, 
practices,  policies  and  services,  as  well  as  its  members  and  staff.  The  presiding  officer 
nonetheless  may  reasonably  confine  a  speaker's  comments  to  the  agenda  item  being  addressed  or, 
for  general  public  comment,  to  the  subject  matter  jurisdiction  of  the  policy  body. 

A  policy  body  has  the  power  to  adopt  reasonable  rules  and  regulations  relating  to  public 
comment.  Govt.  Code  Section  54954.3(b);  Admin  Code  Section  67.15(c).  The  Sunshine 
Ordinance  requires  all  policy  bodies  to  allow  each  member  of  the  public  to  speak  once  on  each 
calendar  item  for  up  to  three  minutes.  Admin.  Code  Section  67.15.  The  policy  body  may  limit 
public  comment  on  an  agenda  item  to  less  than  three  minutes  per  speaker,  based  on  such  factors  as 
the  nature  of  the  agenda  item,  the  number  of  anticipated  speakers  for  that  item,  and  the  number 
and  anticipated  duration  of  other  agenda  items. 

Government's  duty  is  to  serve  the  public,  reaching  its  decision  in  full  view  of  the 
public.  Commissions,  boards,  councils  and  other  agencies  of  the  City  and  County  exist  to  conduct 
the  people 's  business.  The  Sunshine  Ordinance  assures  that  deliberations  are  conducted  before 
the  people  and  that  City  operations  are  open  to  the  people 's  review.  For  more  information  on 
your  rights  under  the  Sunshine  Ordinance  (Chapter  67  of  the  San  Francisco  Administrative  Code) 
or  to  report  a  violation  of  the  ordinance,  contact  Adele  Destro,  Interim  Administrator  by  mail  to 
Sunshine  Ordinance  Task  force,  City  Hall,  1  Dr.  Carlton  B.  Goodlett  Place,  Room  244,  by  phone 
at  (415)  554-7724,  -by  fax  at  (415)  554-7854  or  by  e-mail  at  sotf(a)sf20v.orz 


http :  //www.  sfmta.  com/cms/ctaxicomm/8  3  6 1 9_0  8  .html 


1/26/2012 


Taxi  Commission  July  1,  2008  -  Rules  and  Regulations  Subcommittee 


Page  3  of  4 


Citizens  interested  in  obtaining  a  copy  of  the  Sunshine  Ordinance  can  request  a  copy  from  Ms. 
Adele  Destro  or  by  printing  Chapter  67  of  the  San  Francisco  Administrative  Code  on  the  Internet, 
at  http://www.amlegal.com/sanfran/viewcode.htm 


SAN  FRANCISCO  LOBBYIST  ORDINANCE 

Attention:  Individuals  and  entities  that  influence  or  attempt  to  influence  local  legislative  or 
administrative  action  may  be  required  by  the  San  Francisco  Lobbyist  Ordinance  [SF  Campaign  & 
Governmental  Conduct  Code  §  2.100]  to  register  and  report  lobbying  activity.  For  more 
information  about  the  Lobbyist  Ordinance,  please  contact  the  San  Francisco  Ethics  Commission  at 
30  Van  Ness  Avenue,  Suite  3900,  San  Francisco,  CA  94102;  telephone  (415)  581-2300;  fax  (415) 
581-2317;  web  site:  sfgov.org/ethics. 


WARNING 

The  ringing  of  and  use  of  cell  phones,  pagers,  and  similar 
sound-producing  devices  are  prohibited  at  this  meeting. 
Please  be  advised  that  the  Chair  may  order  the  removal 
from  the  meeting  room  of  any  person(s)  responsible  for  the 
ringing  or  use  of  a  cell  phone,  pager,  or  other  similar  sound 
producing  electronic  devices.  (San  Francisco  Administrative 
Code,  sec.  67 A.  1) 
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Rules  and  Regulations  Subcommittee 

MINUTES 
July  1,  2008  at  10:30am 
City  Hall,l  Dr.  Carlton  B.  Goodlett  Place 
Room  408 

Present:  Breslin,  Oneto,  Gillespie 
Absent:  None 
Called  meeting  at  10:38  am 

1.  Call  to  Order/Roll  Call :  Quorum 

2.  Adoption  of  Minutes  from  the  June  10,  2008  Subcommittee  Meeting:  Adopted  without 
objection. 

Adoption  of  Minutes  from  the  April  10,  2008  Subcommittee  Meeting: 

•  Com  Breslin:  In  regards  to  the  person  who  had  an  objection  to  minutes  you  can  submit  a 
statement  which  can  be  added  to  the  record. 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  Pursuant  to  the  Sunshine  Ordinance;  150  words  and  can  become  official 
record  as  of  July  3rd. 

3.  Consideration  of  2008  Color  Scheme  Standards:  Proposed  Rules  4. A.  1 3  and  5. A.  1 0, 
Amendments  to  MPC  §  1 125;  and  Proposed  2008  Color  Scheme  Standards  Regulations  (see 
Explanatory  Documents  for  Proposed  Amendments)  [ACTION] 

Public  Comment: 

Charles  Rathbone:  Representing  Luxor  cab.  The  commission  has  spent  a  lot  of  time  on 
outrageously  out  of  compliance  companies.  I  think  that  these  examples  show  that  the  commission 
has  inadequate  tools  to  regulate  the  Color  Schemes.  Responsible  operation  of  lease  permits;  if  >  ou 
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grant  permission  for  operating  leases,  Luxor  will  be  first  in  line.  Dispatch  Standards:  should 
require  ramp  cabs.  There  is  nothing  about  minimum  size  cab  companies.  No  provision  about 
Medallion  Holders  changing  Color  Schemes.  The  general  manager  of  a  company  does  not  have  to 
be  a  Medallion  Holder.  The  idea  is  to  raise  standards  and  to  prevent  low  ball  operations. 

Jane  Bolig:  What  is  the  problem  being  addressed,  what  is  the  solution?  Overall  there  is  a 
problem  because  this  problem  should  have  involved  more  companies  than  Luxor.  So  this  is 
considered  as  a  Luxor  document.  All  of  us  should  have  had  input.  No  later  than  June  1st;  the 
commission  maintain  standards,  it  seems  to  me  that  giving  us  a  30  day  window  to  make 
adjustments  is  just  not  enough.  Manager  requirement;  Big  Dog  is  owned  and  operated  by  two  men 
who  are  not  Medallion  Holders  and  they  have  a  stake  in  the  fate  of  their  company.  This  is  a 
solution  looking  for  a  problem.  Credit  Cards;  we  have  been  waiting  to  implement  credit  cards 
because  we  have  been  told  that  debit  cards  are  on  their  way.  This  problem  can  be  addressed  by 
letting  companies  charge  a  reasonable  fee  for  credit  card's.  Companies 

end  up  paying  service  fees.  Gas  &  Gates;  we  have  people  that  have  made  substantial  investments, 
up  to  $20,000.  We  need  something  that  is  more  specifically  target  to  the  brokers  and  not  hurt  the 
people  who  made  investments. 

Com  Breslin:  Your  suggestions  are  always  great.  I  just  want  to  say,  I  want  to  wipe  away 
the  slate  that  people  are  thinking  that  one  company  is  controlling  the  decisions.  Commissioner 
Benjamin  was  told  he  could  not  voice  his  ideas  here  because  there  were  three  Commissioners. 

Jane  Bolig:  We  can  take  the  time  that  we  need  to  get  these  done.  I  apologize  for  saying 
those  statements.  I  do  hope  that  we  can  have  a  forum  here  where  we  don't  go  over  what  has  been 
presented. 

Mark  Gruberg:  Green  Cab;  the  genesis  of  this  came  from  Commissioner  Benjamin. 
Although  it  has  been  greatly  moderated,  this  was  clearly  the  product  of  a  Commissioner  that  is 
associated  with  a  large  cab  company.  Furthering  provision  that  would  benefit  his  company.  I  will 
go  to  bat  for  City  wide  dispatch  that  is  doing  things  that  no  other  companies  are  doing.  You  can 
call  and  ask  for  a  hybrid  and  they  will  send  one  to  you.  This  still  bears  a  taint  that  a  Commissioner 
who  made  decisions  and  should  not.  Commissioner  Slaughter  said  these  are  being  put  forward  as 
standards  of  transferring  medallions.  If  there  is  a  violation  here  is  this  a  forum  where  the  violation 
can  be  discussed?  There  can  be  questions  of  factor  on  any  of  this. 

Com  Breslin:  Do  you  think  that  companies  who  do  not  have  workers  compensation  should 
be  allowed  to  have  medallions  transferred  to  their  company? 

Mark  Gruberg:  I  think  the  workers  compensation  should  be  rule  and  any  company  that  is 
accused  of  not  having  it  is  entitled  to  a  hearing  to  that  matter  before  that  determination  is  made  but 
not  in  the  context  of  a  Color  Scheme. 

Com  Breslin:  I  would  like  you  to  bring  some  positive  recommendations  that  you  think 
might  work.  Instead  of  chopping  up  the  ones  before  us. 


http://www.sfmta.comycms/ctaxicomrn/85220_08.html 


1/26/2012 


faxi  Commission  July  1,  2008  -  Rules  and  Regulations  Subcommittee 


Page  3  of  9 


Carl  Macmurdo:  I  agree  with  Mark  and  Commissioner  Slaughter;  the  appropriate  way  to 
deal  with  these  issues  is  with  the  rule  books.  It  raises  ethical  questions.  I  think  it's  important  to 
consider  it.  Under  6B;  it  should  have  been  added  as  a  9th  one  because  it's  significantly  important. 
Medallion  Holder's  as  managers;  5  years  as  a  medallion  holder.  If  you  restrict  Color  Scheme 
changes  you  are  basically  saying  they  can't  hire  a  person.  Credit  cards  should  wait  for  one  year.  I 
think  you  should  find  out  the  basis  of  the  change  between  70-80%. 

Marty  Smith:  Managers;  I  think  this  is  a  company  decision,  it's  not  the  Commissions 
decision.  Credit  Cards;  An  officer  called  me  stated  that  his  driver  didn't  accept  credit  cards  and  I 
had  him  write  down  the  number  and  I  ran  the  credit  card.  It  should  be  apart  of  the  policy  for  all 
companies  to  accept  credit  cards.  Long  term  lease,  Gate  &  Gas  should  be  apart  of  the  way  a 
company  is  ran,  this  way  it  can  improve  business.  Clean  Energy;  compliance  should  have  been  a 
little  stricter.  Companies  should  be  able  to  charge  for  these  credit  cards  cashing.  Workers 
Compensation  prices  are  getting  cheaper,  but  industrial  accident  in  Southern  California  is  willing 
to  beef  it  up  and  it's  a  lot  cheaper  for  companies  and  they  do  insure  the  Medallion  Holders  as 
workers  compensation  doesn't. 

Com  Gillespie:  Are  you  in  favor  of  eliminating  Gate  and  Gas? 

Marty  Smith:  No  but  I  would  like  to  see  long  term  leases. 

Dan  Hinds:  I  feel  like  this  committee  has  done  a  good  job  with  the  upgrades  of  the  rule 
changes  and  identifltying  the  problems  as  we  go  along.  I  feel  like  we  got  off  track  here,  with  that 
said;  Managers;  I  think  that  it  seems  to  be  that  the  Executive  Director  is  looking  for  a  responsible 
individual  who  can  interface  with  the  Executive  Director's  office.  Credit  Cards;  Luxor  is  very  well 
aware  that  a  credit  card  proposal  is  on  the  way  in  a  timely  manner  and  debit/credit  cards  will  be  in 
all  cabs  by  the  end  of  the  year.  MPC  1 137;  if  we  already  have  it,  I  don't  understand  what  we  are 
trying  to  do  here.  Ramps  being  attached  to  regular  dispatch.  Ramp  vans  should  get  more  money 
for  their  rides.  What  we  should  have  is  some  centralized  operation  that  makes  orders  available  to 
all  ramp  vans  in  the  city.  In  that  situation  National/Veterans  will  take  them.  The  reason  we  don't 
is  because  we  don't  want  to  provide  bad  service. 

Robert  Cesana:  I'm  amazed  at  this  whole  thing.  The  reason  I'm  amazed  is  because  of 
compliance  with  the  Green  Air  Taxi  program;  we  should  be  proud  of  this  idea,  however  because  of 
the  way  it  was  implemented,  you  have  a  difficult  situation.  Many  independent  drivers  went  out 
before  the  deadline  and  bought  non-compliance  vehicles  because  they  were  much  cheaper.  The 
problem  is,  these  vehicles  now  cannot  be  transferred  into  almost  any  company  because  you  are 
going  to  alter  the  footprint.  Why  are  you  going  to  make  more  restrictions  on  a  quite  substantial 
amount  of  vehicles?  Let's  look  at  gas  and  gates;  legally  I'm  sorry  you  haven't  got  a  chance  to  put 
this  in.  The  reason  you  haven't  been  able  to  do  so  is  because  of  Prop  K.  Now,  under  this  proposal; 
you're  saying,  we  are  giving  you  a  medallion  but  you  have  to  go  to  someone  else  in  order  to 
operate.  This  is  in  conjunction  with  the  legislation  committee  who  is  taking  about  transferability. 
Most  new  medallion  holders  buy  a  vehicle  and  run  it  themselves  because  they  make  a  greater  cash 
flow.  You're  going  against  a  rule  that  is  being  debate  so  1  suggest  you  hold  off.  As  a  medallion 
holder,  I  attended  a  meeting  a  week  ago  where  the  medallion  holders  association  unanimous!) 
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agreed  that  you  are  going  to  put  restrictions  on  medallion  holders  to  change  companies.  Workers 
Compensation;  every  year  we  talk  about  workers  compensation  and  yet  you  have  never  faced  it,  as 
Marty  suggested  to  you.  We  pay  for  workers  compensation  and  I'm  not  covered.  That's  why  many 
owner,  drivers  are  opposed  to  that. 

Chris  Sweis:  Royal  Cab;  I  think  these  rules  should  be  focused  on  faster  more  efficient 
service.  Whether  or  not  they  are  a  Medallion  Holder  doesn't  not  matter.  We  are  members  of 
citywide  and  they  have  fantastic  service.  Where  ramp  medallions  are  does  not  solve  the  problem. 
If  a  Color  Scheme  does  not  pass  a  70-80  percent  score,  putting  them  on  probation  and  not  letting  a 
medallion  be  transferred  during  that  period  is  a  severe  penalty. 

Keith  Raskin:  Are  there  standards  for  the  industry  as  a  whole? 

Com  Breslin:  We  have  regulations. 

Keith  Raskin:  Gas  &  Gates  is  to  do  away  with  the  brokers.  I  have  a  concern  about  the  5 
medallions  getting  rid  of  the  small  companies.  All  of  these  things  are  in  place  they  just  need  to  be 
enforced.  The  public  is  being  served  better  by  long  term  leases. 

Com  Breslin:  I'm  glad  you  pointed  out  our  Rules  and  Regulations  book;  however  during 
the  past  months  we  have  been  looking  and  removing  rules  that  could  use  a  new  interpretation. 

Rich  Hybels:  I  agree  with  Dan  about  the  ramps,  I've  turned  down  several  of  them,  because 
of  profitability.  Gas  and  gates,  I  don't  lease  K  medallions  out  at  all.  I  managed  a  cab  company  for 
1  year  before  I  had  my  medallion.  I  can't  think  of  a  K  Medallion  Holder  that  can  run  my  company 
as  good  as  my  helper  so  that  doesn't  wash  to  well. 

Gratchia:  I'm  glad  you  are  the  Executive  Director;  you  are  a  very  smart  lady.  My  first 
wish  to  you  is  not  to  go  in  the  wrong  direction.  There  are  certain  rules  that  have  never  been 
enforced  by  the  Taxi  Commission.  One  of  the  biggest  problems  is  the  certain  brokers  who  operate 
medallions  illegally  and  it's  a  violation  of  the  Taxicab  Rules  &  Regulations.  If  we  resolved  this 
problem  in  the  past,  we  wouldn't  have  these  problems  today.  Every  Color  Scheme  knows  who  is 
controlling  the  medallions.  I  have  many  new  recommendations.  I  can  say  that  there  are  many 
other  more  important  standards.  If  we  do  have  centralized  dispatch  for  ramp  service  he  is  supposed 
to  in  20  minutes  show  up  or  they  supposed  to  dispatch  another  cab.  Clean  vehicles;  you  are  not 
giving  us  a  better  way  to  go  around. 

Public  Comment  closed. 

Com  Breslin:  There  is  a  slam  dunk  issue  about  the  bonafied  manager.  I  heard  a  lot  of 
testimony  headed  in  the  same  direction.  I  want  to  ask  our  Director  and  I  assume  this  is  on  here  for 
ease  of  communication. 

Dir  Thigpen:  The  bonafied  manager  each  Color  Scheme  put  in,  if  they  have  1 0  medallions 
or  more.  Key  personnel  1081.5;  we  then  audit  those  people  and  they  fail.  There  are  those  who  are 
friends  of  owners  and  we  find  out  and  they  will  be  disciplined  accordingly.  However,  this  goes 
further,  it's  not  relevant.  There  are  plenty  great  people  in  the  industry.  It  should  be  changed  to 
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"this  manager  shall  be  an  individual  who  has  a  permit  that  has  never  been  revoked  or  suspended 
by  the  commission."  People  get  disciplined  under  one  permit  and  they  just  go  to  another  permit. 
KSJ  was  recently  revoked.  Do  we  want  him  going  to  another  company  and  running  another 
company;  after  all  the  resources  the  Taxi  Commission  used?  This  is  why  we  would  like  to  have  a 
rule  regarding  a  5  year  with  prior  discipline.  I  can't  think  of  any  manager  now  that  would  fall 
under  this  category  so  it  would  not  affect  anyone  in  the  industry  right  now. 

Com  Breslin:  Key  personnel  exemption  for  a  bonafied  mgr. 

Dir  Thigpen:  The  vast  majority  of  our  resources  go  into  these  small  companies. 

Com  Gillespie:  This  proposal  came  out  to  raise  the  standards.  There  has  been  action  taken 
on  companies  that  were  not  in  compliance,  so  there  is  action  being  taken.  I  don't  feel  that  this  is 
the  structure  for  how  we  should  go  about  these  changes.  The  key  point  is  the  audit  percentages. 

Dir  Thigpen:  Prop  K;  July  8th.  Color  Scheme  is  August  1 1th. 

Com  Gillespie:  This  commission  has  standards.  I  haven't  made  the  leap  of  restricting 
Medallion  Holders  on  where  they  go.  As  an  example,  clean  air  taxi  programs;  this  is  going  to 
happen,  to  put  it  in  here  as  a  Color  Scheme  transfer,  seems  redundant.  We  are  going  to  comply 
with  this  clean  air  taxi  program.  We  still  have  to  do  some  work  on  the  penalties.  We  should  take 
each  one  of  these  individually. 

Com  Oneto:  One  thing  I  would  like  to  say  regarding  Commissioner  Slaughter;  I  don't  like 
to  comment  on  what  people  say  when  they  are  not  available.  What  I  took  away  from  what 
Commissioner  Slaughter  said  is,  right  at  this  moment  we  do  not  have  standards  on  refusing 
medallion  transfers.  I  think  he  meant,  if  we  did  have  standards  we  could  stop  medallions  from 
transferring.  In  the  managers  2A,  what  you  proposed  Dir  Thigpen;  the  second  sentence,  "this 
manager  should  be  an  individual  who  has  a  permit  that  has  never  been  revoked  or  suspended  by 
the  commissioners  in  the  last  5  years."  This  manager  will  be  accountable  for  the  actions  of  the 
Color  Scheme.  Shouldn't  the  Color  Scheme  be  responsible  for  the  manager? 

Dir  Thigpen:  If  the  person  is  not  a  permit  holder  at  all,  your  right  that  should  be  changed. 

Com  Breslin:  The  Color  Scheme  should  be  responsible  for  the  manager. 

Com  Gillespie:  I  think  this  can  be  the  first  sentence  of  2A  and  the  first  section  of  2B.  This 
is  saying  our  Commission  wants  one  designated  manager.  I  think  that  the  MPC  codes  gives 
guidelines  about  this. 

Dir  Thigpen:  A  lot  of  these  things  in  the  MPC  are  just  laws  existing  with  no  teeth.  1  don't 
want  to  assess  penalties  but  since  there  are  no  penalties  people  are  violating  the  law.  There  arc  no 
standards  so  people  don't  know  what  to  expect.  People  don't  know  what  to  expect  that  is  why 
there  is  a  culture  of  fear  that  has  been  created.  Because  there  hasn't  been  clear  guidelines.  1  don't 
want  to  assess  penalties  I  want  to  create  policy  that's  why  I  took  this  job. 
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Com  Oneto:  If  you  don't  establish  the  standards  you  are  awarding  the  people  who  are  not 
complying. 

Com  Breslin:  That  last  sentence  is  troubling  me  because  I  don't  know  the  true  definition  of 
a  bonafied  manager. 

Dir  Thigpen:  It  should  say  "  refer  the  key  personnel  exemption" 

Com  Breslin:  I  think  bonafied  manager,  is  accountability  rather  than  any  driving 
requirement. 

Com  Gillespie:  This  manager  can  be  a  non  permit  holder. 

Dir  Thigpen:  I  can  take  this  out,  and  make  some  clear  manager  penalties.  I  think  we  can  re- 
work that. 

Com  Breslin:  The  manager  is  the  vehicle  in  which  the  Color  Scheme  will' be  accountable. 
Dir  Thigpen:  We  can  just  take  it  out  entirely  "bonafied" 
Com  Gillespie:  What  about  manager  and  alternate? 

Com  Oneto:  I  don't  think  we  should  muck  it  up  that  much.  If  a  person  is  sick  they  can 
contact  the  commission  and  tell  who  the  designated  person  would  be  in  their  place. 

Dir  Thigpen:  Replacing  section  c,  I'll  take  a  stab  at  it. 

Com  Gillespie:  We  should  make  a  separate  resolution. 

Com  Breslin:  The  agent  can  be  an  owner  and  employee. 

Dir  Thigpen:  Agent  has  a  legal  meaning  under  the  law.  This  manager  is  someone  we  can 
always  talk  to;  receive  and  give  information. 

Public  Comment: 

Charles  Rathbone:  I  still  think  that  the  Medallion  Holder  section  should  stay  in  there. 

Com  Gillespie:  Isn't  the  key  personnel  a  strong  incentive  to  get  someone  in  there. 

Com  Oneto:  You  can't  have  a  "dummy"  in  there  because  now  the  Color  Scheme  is 
responsible  now  not  the  manager. 

Gratchia:  I  don't  have  a  medallion  yet,  but  you  have  to  be  an  A-card  holder.  I  hope  i'm  not 
going  to  be  affected. 

Carl  Macmurdo:  1081 .5  regarding  Key  Personnel;  for  a  long  time  it  was  called  bonafied 
mgr.  You  can  just  say  designated  contact  person  which  is  separate  from  key  personnel. 
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Marty  Smith:  I  agree  with  Com  Breslin  that  there  should  be  more  than  one  key  personnel. 
I  think  after  5  cabs  the  paperwork  starts  to  build  up  and  more  help  is  needed.  We  started  off  with 
5  and  now  we  have  19  and  the  paperwork  mounts. 

Rich  Hybels:  We  are  still  considering  C  right? 

Com  Breslin:  Yes,  just  deleting  the  whole  second  section. 

Mark  Gruberg:  I  don't  see  why  a  manager  should  have  to  have  any  kind  of  permit.  One 
person  might  do  it  far  more  competently. 

Robert  Cesana:  The  Taxi  Commission  staff  doesn't  have  to  have  any  qualifications  and  yet 
alternatively  most  of  them  tend  to  be  attorneys  or  have  qualifications  that  tend  to  help  them  do 
their  job. 

Com  Breslin:  I  think  we  are  all  aligned. 

Com  Gillespie:  I  would  prefer  that  we  brought  it  up  for  a  hearing  at  the  first  commission 
meeting. 

Dir  Thigpen:  The  agenda  is  full  for  July  8th. 

Com  Gillespie:  There  is  nothing  else  we  need  to  do  with  clean  air  all  we  need  to  work  on  is 
the  penalties.  The  draft  just  says  that  you  must  comply  with  clean  air. 

Com  Oneto:  I'm  willing  to  forgo  this  issue  but  not  completely  get  rid  of  it  until  we  establish 
the  penalties  for  clean  air.  You're  the  one  that  wanted  the  Color  Scheme's  responsible  for  the 
clean  air.  So  this  should  stay  here. 

Robert  Cesana:  I  have  to  agree  with  Com  Oneto.  You  haven't  got  a  definition  of  how 
vehicles  will  move  from  one  company  to  another.  This  vehicle  cannot  fit  into  the  new  footprint  of 
the  company. 

Marty  Smith:  I  talked  to  the  Executive  Director.  Should  it  be  the  same  vehicle  or  a  CNG  or 
hybrid?  If  it  reached  the  specs  it  could  be  a  gas  vehicle. 

Gratchia:  If  a  Color  Scheme  is  in  violation  we  should  have  an  admonishment  or  a  penalty. 

Dan  Hinds:  Each  Color  Scheme  has  to  come  up  with  an  approach  where  all  cars  will  be  a 
certain  standard.  If  a  vehicle  is  transferred  that  is  very  rare.  I  would  say,  if  a  vehicle  transfers  from 
one  to  another  and  thrown  out  of  compliance.  Give  them  until  the  next  interval  until  they  come 
back  into  compliance.  Don't  limit  the  transfer. 

Mark  Gruberg:  I  think  you  should  consider  these  rules  as  rules  so  they  are  not  redundant. 
We  should  consider  an  addition  to  the  penalties.  Deal  with  the  issue  of  Color  Scheme  transfers  as 
a  separate  item  from  the  rules. 
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Jane  Bolig:  I  understand  we  all  want  these  things,  whether  or  not  we  want  it,  we  have  to  be. 
We  have  to  provide  our  drivers  with  these  gas  saving  vehicles. 

Charles  Rathbone:  The  clean  air  standards  is  a  good  example  of  why  this  should  be  apart 
of  the  Color  Scheme  standards. 

Com  Gillespie:  I  don't  think  a  company  can  be  out  of  compliance.  I  don't  think  companies 
are  going  to  be  out  of  compliance  if  we  are  doing  our  job  right. 

Com  Breslin:  Where  does  it  state  that  we  can  reject  a  standard? 

Com  Oneto:  As  of  now  we  do  not  have  a  penalty  phase  for  clean  air.  If  we  establish  those 
standards  in  the  clean  air  policy  and  the  penalties  for  not  adhering  then  we  can  get  rid  of  this. 

Com  Breslin:  I  would  like  to  add,  not  in  compliance  at  last  audit. 

Dir  Thigpen:  Yes  people  will  be  out  of  compliance. 

Com  Breslin:  I  would  like  to  withdraw  my  last  statement  of  compliance  of  last  audit;  if  the 
Taxi  Commission  staff  will  be  monitoring  this. 

Dir  Thigpen:  I  work  on  facts  only.  Most  companies  had  good  results  this  year.  Why  don't 
we  see  the  results  of  the  audit  and  then  you  can  make  a  determination  after. 

Com  Breslin:  Are  we  done  with  clean  air  taxi? 

Dir  Thigpen:  Penalties  are  coming  up  on  July  8th,  so  why  don't  we  wait  until  then. 

Com  Oneto:  For  clarification  on  10  ramps,  you  don't  have  to  be  in  the  ramp  business  but 
you  have  to  have  10  or  more  ramp  vans.  We  need  to  get  a  little  better  language  on  that. 

4.        Public  Comment  (Please  limit  public  comment  to  items  not  on  the  agenda) 

•   .     Carl  Macmurdo:  Congrats  to  the  Executive  Director.  4A10,  what's  the  status  of  that? 

Com  Breslin:  It  was  resolved  and  we  are  waiting  for  Tom  Owen  on  that. 

Carl  Macmurdo:  5A2,  cooperating.  The  previous  Executive  Director  used  that  and  a  lot  of 
people  were  pressured  to  signed  formal  admonishments  which  they  felt  were  inaccurate.  I  hope 
that  there  will  be  some  standards  or  general  criteria  of  how  that  rule  would  be  used. 

Com  Breslin:  Maybe  this  should  be  used  to  for  the  designee. 

Marry  Smtth:  We  should  have  a  full  commission  on  the  workers  compensation.  It's  only  a 
policy  acting  as  a  law  right  now.  We  have  to  put  some  teeth  behind  it.  We  have  to  make  this  either 
a  city  ordinance  or  drop  it.  It  can't  continue  like  this.  Give  us  something  that  every  company  has  to 
live  with. 
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Gratchia:  I  would  like  to  remind  you  that  we  need  to  think  about  how  we  can  get  these 
brokers  out  of  the  business.  Its  illegal  and  that  is  something  that  we  should  focus  on. 

Mark  Gruberg:  Green  cab  has  suggested  some  rule  changes  that  you  might  consider.  If 
companies  are  previously  found  out  of  compliance,  companies  have  to  provide  off  street  parking 
for  all  cabs.  Minimum  pass  rate  at  GTU. 

Dir  Thigpen:  If  those  are  written  down,  please  email  them  to  me,  if  you  would  like  them  to 
be  included  in  future  memorandum. 

5.  Adjournment  12:37pm. 
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Rules  and  Regulations  Subcommittee 

AGENDA 
July  21,  2008  at  10:30  a.m. 
City  Hall,l  Dr.  Carlton  B.  Goodlett  Place 
Room  408 

1.  Call  to  Order/Roll  Call 

2.  General  Public  Comment  (Please  limit  public  comment  to  items  not  on  the  agenda) 

3.  Adoption  of  Minutes  from  the  July  1,2008  Subcommittee  Meeting  [ACTION] 

4.  Consideration  of  2008  Color  Scheme  Standards:  Proposed  Rules  4.A.13  and  5. A.  10, 
Amendments  to  MPC  §  1 125;  and  Proposed  2008  Color  Scheme  Standards  Regulations 
(see  Explanatory  Documents  for  Proposed  Amendments)  [ACTION] 

5.  Consideration  of  Commission's  Worker's  Compensation 
Requirements  [DISCUSSION  AND  POSSIBLE  ACTION] 

6.  Consideration  of  Commission's  Rules  Concerning  Long  Term  Leases  [DISCUSSION 
AND  POSSIBLE  ACTION] 

7.  Adjournment 


GOVERNMENT 
DOCUMENTS  DEPT 

JAN  26  2012 

SAN  FRANCISCO 
PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


http://www.sfmta.com/cms/ctaxicomm/84742_08.html 


1/26/2012 


Taxi  Commission  July  21,  2008  -  Rules  and  Regulations  Subcommittee 


Page  2  of  5 


ACCESSIBLE  MEETING  POLICY 

Accessible  seating  for  persons  with  disabilities  (including  those  using  wheelchairs)  will  be 

available. 


Members  of  the  public  who  wish  to  listen  to,  and/or  participate  in  this  meeting  but  are  unable  to 
physically  attend,  may  call  the  Taxi  Commission  Bridge  Line  at  (415)  554-9632.  Call  after  6:30 
pm  and  a  staff  person  will  handle  requests  to  speak  at  the  appropriate  times  on  the  agenda. 


Upon  request,  American  Sign  Language  interpreters  and/or  sound  enhancement  systems  will  be 
available.  Please  contact  the  Taxi  Commission  at  (415)  503-2180,  at  least  72  hours  prior  to  the 
meeting.  Late  requests  will  be  honored  if  possible. 


Upon  request,  minutes  of  meetings  are  available  in  alternative  formats.  If  you  require  the  use  of  a 
reader  during  a  meeting,  please  contact  the  Taxi  Commission  at  (415)  503-2180,  at  least  72  hours 
prior  to  the  meeting.  Late  request  will  be  honored  if  possible.  Individuals  with  severe  allergies, 
environmental  illness,  multiple  chemical  sensitivity  or  related  disabilities  may  call  the  Taxi 
Commission  at  (415)  503-2180  to  discuss  meeting  accessibility.  In  order  to  assist  the  City's 
efforts  to  accommodate  such  people,  attendees  at  public  meetings  are  reminded  that  other 
attendees  may  be  sensitive  to  various  chemical  based  products.  Please  help  the  City  to 
accommodate  these  individuals. 


The  closest  accessible  BART  station  is  located  in  the  Civic  Center  at  Market  and  Eighth 
Streets.  Accessible  MUNI  lines  serving  this  location  are  Nos.  42  and  90.  For  information  about 
MUNI  accessible  services,  call  (415)  923-6142. 


Accessible  parking  is  available  at  the  following  locations:  two  (2)  designated  blue  curb  spaces  on 
the  southwest  corner  of  McAllister  Street  at  Van  Ness  Avenue;  and  the  Performing  Arts  Garage 
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(entrance  on  Grove  Street  between  Franklin  and  Gough  Streets,  immediately  behind  the  San 
Francisco  War  Memorial  and  Performing  Arts  Center). 


KNOW  YOUR  RIGHTS  UNDER  THE  SUNSHINE 

ORDINANCE 


A  meeting  is  a  public  forum  and  broad  reign  must  be  given  to  a  speaker's  right  to  self- 
expression.  A  member  of  the  public  has  the  right  to  criticize  the  policy  body's  programs, 
practices,  policies  and  services,  as  well  as  its  members  and  staff.  The  presiding  officer 
nonetheless  may  reasonably  confine  a  speaker's  comments  to  the  agenda  item  being  addressed  or, 
for  general  public  comment,  to  the  subject  matter  jurisdiction  of  the  policy  body. 


A  policy  body  has  the  power  to  adopt  reasonable  rules  and  regulations  relating  to  public 
comment.  Govt.  Code  Section  54954.3(b);  Admin  Code  Section  67.15(c).  The  Sunshine 
Ordinance  requires  all  policy  bodies  to  allow  each  member  of  the  public  to  speak  once  on  each 
calendar  item  for  up  to  three  minutes.  Admin.  Code  Section  67.15.  The  policy  body  may  limit 
public  comment  on  an  agenda  item  to  less  than  three  minutes  per  speaker,  based  on  such  factors  as 
the  nature  of  the  agenda  item,  the  number  of  anticipated  speakers  for  that  item,  and  the  number 
and  anticipated  duration  of  other  agenda  items. 


Government 's  duty  is  to  serve  the  public,  reaching  its  decision  in  full  view  of  the 
public.  Commissions,  boards,  councils  and  other  agencies  of  the  City  and  County  exist  to  conduct 
the  people 's  business.  The  Sunshine  Ordinance  assures  that  deliberations  are  conducted  before 
the  people  and  that  City  operations  are  open  to  the  people 's  review.  For  more  information  on 
your  rights  under  the  Sunshine  Ordinance  (Chapter  67  of  the  San  Francisco  Administrative  Code) 
or  to  report  a  violation  of  the  ordinance,  contact  Adele  Destro,  Interim  Administrator  by  mail  to 
Sunshine  Ordinance  Task  force,  City  Hall,  1  Dr.  Carlton  B.  Goodlett  Place,  Room  244.  by  phone 
at  (415)  554-7724,  by  fax  at  (415)  554-7854  or  by  e-mail  at  sotm^fsov.ors 


http://www.sfmta.com/cms/ctaxicomm/84742_08.html 


1/26/2012 


Taxi  Commission  July  21,  2008  -  Rules  and  Regulations  Subcommittee 


Page  4  of  5 


Citizens  interested  in  obtaining  a  copy  of  the  Sunshine  Ordinance  can  request  a  copy  from  Ms. 
Adele  Destro  or  by  printing  Chapter  67  of  the  San  Francisco  Administrative  Code  on  the  Internet, 
at  http ://www . amle gal . com/sanfran/vie wcode . htm 


SAN  FRANCISCO  LOBBYIST  ORDINANCE 

Attention:  Individuals  and  entities  that  influence  or  attempt  to  influence  local  legislative  or 
administrative  action  may  be  required  by  the  San  Francisco  Lobbyist  Ordinance  [SF  Campaign  & 
Governmental  Conduct  Code  §  2.100]  to  register  and  report  lobbying  activity.  For  more 
information  about  the  Lobbyist  Ordinance,  please  contact  the  San  Francisco  Ethics  Commission  at 
30  Van  Ness  Avenue,  Suite  3900,  San  Francisco,  CA  94102;  telephone  (415)  581-2300;  fax  (415) 
581-2317;  web  site:  sfgov.org/ethics. 


WARNING 

The  ringing  of  and  use  of  cell  phones,  pagers,  and  similar  sound-producing 
devices  are  prohibited  at  this  meeting.  Please  be  advised  that  the  Chair  may 
order  the  removal  from  the  meeting  room  of  any  person(s)  responsible  for  the 
ringing  or  use  of  a  cell  phone,  pager,  or  other  similar  sound  producing 
electronic  devices.  ( San  Francisco  Administrative  Code,  sec.  67 A.  1) 

Explore: 

•  SFMTA  Board 

•  SFMTA  CAC 
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SFMTA      Municipal  Transportation  Agency 


SFMTA  home  >  About  Us  >  Meetings  >  Taxicab  Commission  >  July  21,  2008  -  Rules  and 
Regulations  Committee 


Rules  and  Regulations  Subcommittee 

MINUTES 
July  21, 2008  at  10:30am 
City  Hall,l  Dr.  Carlton  B.  Goodlett  Place 
Room  408 

Present:  Breslin,  Oneto,  Gillespie 
Absent:  None 
Called  meeting  at  10:41  am 

1.  Call  to  Order/Roll  Call :  Quorum 

2.  General  Public  Comment  (Please  limit  public  comment  to  items  not  on  the  agenda): 

Carl  Macmurdo:  When  proposals  are  made  in  the  draft  and  they  show  up  in  supporting 
docs,  there  are  no  revisions  being  made.  The  same  documents  are  being  submitted. 

Com  Breslin:  We  are  aware  of  the  changes  especially  about  the  Color  Scheme  Standards. 

Dir  Thigpen:  We  are  well  aware  of  all  the  changes.  The  memo  you  have  here  is  the  same 
one  from  the  last  agenda,  because  I  did  not  have  time  to  make  the  changes  and  I  apologize. 

Jane  Bolig:  I  am  very  concerned  that  when  we  get  debit  cards  that  we  will  all  incur  bills 
like  Luxor's.  In  1998,  companies  were  able  to  charge  drivers  for  the  cost.  But  then  a  law  was 
passed  that  we  could  not.  It's  costing  Luxor  an  extra  five  bucks  a  shift.  I  hope  that  we  can 
consider  some  way  that  companies  can  be  reimbursed.  We  can  think  of  regulation  that  sonic  waj 
can  help  and  work  with  companies  and  drivers  to  improve  service. 

Com  Breslin:  Normally  charges  are  passed  through  in  their  contract  laborers. 
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Dir  Thigpen:  In  New  York  they  are  allowed  to  charge  up  to  5%. 
3.     Adoption  of  Minutes  from  the  July  1,2008  Subcommittee  Meeting  [ACTION]  : 

Adopted  without  objection 


4.     Consideration  of  2008  Color  Scheme  Standards:  Proposed  Rules  4.A.13  and  5.A.10, 
Amendments  to  MPC  §  1125;  and  Proposed  2008  Color  Scheme  Standards  Regulations  (see 
Explanatory  Documents  for  Proposed  Amendments)  [ACTION]: 

Dir  Thigpen:  Took  the  word  bona  fide  out,  determined  that  the  manager  would  not  have  to 
be  a  Medallion  Holder. 

Com  Oneto:  Reads  Resolutions  (from  supporting  docs). 

Com  Breslin:  Penalties  apply  to  the  Color  Schemes? 

Dir  Thigpen:  It's  outlined  in  the  Color  Scheme  section. 

Jim  Gillespie:  The  wording  regarding  "in  the  last  5  years  shall  be  revoked"  should  say  shall 
or  may.  Saying  may  usually  give  latitude.  I  wish  there  was  some  latitude  to  evaluate  the  situation. 

Com  Breslin:  What  if  there  permit  is  revoked  due  to  the  driving  requirement? 

Com  Gillespie:  Can  it  say  "except  with  approval". 

Credit  Cards: 

Com  Gillespie:  As  far  as  putting  this  into  a  rule  right  now? 

Com  Breslin:  We  have  had  people  speak  in  the  past  should  we  have  people  come  again? 

Dir  Thigpen:  For  the  paratransit  debit  card  program  they  just  released  the  RFP  for  the 
actual  equipment.  That  is  covering  everyone  except  for  Yellow  and  Luxor.  This  will  be  released 
as  early  as  2009. 

Com  Gillespie:  It's  all  going  to  be  well  on  its  way  within  the  next  6  months.  Companies 
will  have  to  make  an  additional  investment  into  credit  card  systems  due  to  paratransit.  You  have 
to  make  additional  contacts  with  those  accepting  credit  card  companies. 

Dir  Thigpen:  It's  being  handled  by  MTA  so  it's  difficult.  What  will  happen  is  that 
everyone  can  get  a  merchant  services  account.  That  merchant  account  needs  to  be  set  up 
individually.  I  would  like  to  see  MTA  try  to  get  a  discount  and  get  a  wireless  provider  for  the 
whole  industry  which  would  be  less  costly. 
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Com  Oneto:  In  response  to  your  request  Com  Breslin,  if  Dir  Thigpen  will  just  give  us  the 
rest  of  the  timeline  that  MTA  has. 

Com  Gillespie:  There  is  a  sheet  with  proposed  timelines. 

Com  Oneto:  I'm  more  considering  what's  actually  going  to  happen. 

Com  Breslin:  I'm  okay  with  taking  this  off  of  our  proposed  standards.  I  don't  want  to  wait 
until  everything  is  done  to  start  thinking  about  credit  cards. 

Dir  Thigpen:  Assuming  that  the  merger  is  approved,  we  can  produce  a  final  state  of  the 
industry  report  which  will  include  recommendations,  if  you  wanted  to. 

Com  Breslin:  Is  it  appropriate  to  talk  about  the  companies  who  are  currently  taking  credit 

cards? 

Com  Gillespie:  It  was  a  specific  decision  not  to  charge  driver  credit  card  fees  because 
drivers  would  be  discouraged  to  take  them.  It  wasn't  all  about  paratransit. 

Com  Breslin:  Let's  not  change  anything  at  any  time. 

Com  Gillespie:  I  would  run  it  by  the  Mayor  before  any  changes  are  to  be  made. 
Public  Comment: 

Charles  Rathbone:  Luxor  does  20k  in  credit  cards  per  day.  Folks  that  are  refusing  credit 
cards  will  do  the  same  foot  dragging  when  the  debit  card  system  begins.  Why  don't  you  make  a 
timeline  on  this?  When  I  got  my  medallion  in  1997  I  set  up  a  merchant  account,  it's  not  that  big  of 
a  deal. 

Com  Breslin:  That  is  a  concern,  the  timeline  of  MTA. 

Chris  Sweis:  Royal  Taxi;  in  regards  to  credit  card  fees,  they  are  independent  brokers  so 
they  can  charge  fares  to  the  passengers  up  to  10%.  It  should  be  the  responsibility  of  the  driver 
who  accepts  the  credit  cards. 

Carl  Macmurdo:  The  issue  of  the  credit  card  got  caught  up  in  the  paratranist.  Ten  years 
later  if  the  debit  card  system  goes  through,  the  add  one  system  will  make  it  work. 

Dan  Hinds:  I'm  really  excited  about  this  speaking  for  National/Veterans  only.  I  think  that 
the  companies  will  be  able  to  negotiate  with  the  vendors  if  we  all  use  the  same  companies.  Every 
driver  in  the  city  should  have  this.  This  is  a  win  for  the  companies  as  well  and  it's  a  huge  plus. 

Jane  Bolig:  Sometimes  we  need  regulations  that  are  preemptive  and  reactive.  It's  seems  to 
me  that  the  companies  that  don't  have  credit  cards  want  to  get  them.  We  should  get  a  very  simple 
survey  from  companies  and  implementation  of  debit  cards.  Again,  I  think  you  want  as  tew 
regulations  as  we  actually  need. 


http://www.sfmta.com/cms/ctaxicomm/86522_08.html 


1/26/2012 


Taxi  Commission  July  21,  2008  -  Rules  and  Regulations  Committee 


Page  4  of  1 C 


Com  Breslin:  We  will  put  this  on  hold.  I  like  the  idea  of  the  survey.  I  hope  all  the 
companies  will  follow  the  system. 

Com  Oneto:  I  would  like  to  request  that  the  debit/credit  discussion  goes  to  the  full 
commission. 

Dir  Thigpen:  Yes,  you  can  do  that. 

Financial  Statements;  MPC  1137: 

Dir  Thigpen:  The  people  are  required  to  file  these  and  the  Controller  reviews  them  to 
determine  the  gate  fees  and  meter  rates.  The  controller  relies  on  that  data  in  order  to  do  their 
reports.  A  lot  of  time  people  don't  turn  in  these  reports  on  time  and  the  commission  spends  a  lot 
of  time  chasing  after  these  people.  These  reports  are  totally  confidential.  They  are  due  by  March 

1st.  We  send  out  a  courtesy  notice  letting  them  know.  MPC  1 137  was  amended  by  Sean  Elsbernd 
in  2006. 

Com  Breslin:  Its  Paul's  question  about  why  we  are  noting  the  MPC  1 137. 

Dir  Thigpen:  That  section  is  the  reason  they  are  filing  it. 

Com  Gillespie:  If  it's  already  on  the  books  it's  required  by  the  company. 

Com  Oneto:  Prop  K;  Section  6;  maintaining  financial  accounting  records  (reads). 

Dir  Thigpen:  This  section  that  Com  Benjamin  wanted  was  to  make  sure  that  people  were 
filing  them  and  on  time. 

Com  Breslin:  In  accordance  with  the  MPC,  why  don't  we  put  "in  accordance  with  the 
Controllers  office"  we  can  make  it  simpler  and  tell  them  exactly  what  we  are  looking  for. 

Public  Comment: 

Jane  Bolig:  If  you  re-state  a  rule  you  don't  make  it  stronger.  An  abstract  of  all  the  MPC's 
related  to  taxis. 

Com  Breslin:  To  me  it's  not  duplicating  its  consolidating. 

Jane  Bolig:  How  do  you  take  this  rule  and  apply  it  to  the  taxi  industry? 

Com  Gillespie:  My  thought  was  that  we  moved  away  from  this  and  we  were  going  to 
consider  these  individually. 

Com  Breslin:  I  thought  we  were  taking  them  individually  to  determine  what  the  Color 
Scheme  needs  but  after  were  adding  them  up  all  together. 
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Com  Oneto:  I  thought  we  were  taking  them  as  individual  items.  The  Color  Schemes  had  to 
pass  them  by  80%. 

Com  Gillespie:  All  Color  Schemes  have  to  be  in  100%  compliance  with  all  the  Rules  and 
Regulations.  We  set  standards  for  Color  Schemes,  I  do  not  agree  with  the  80%,  I  believe  we 
approve  a  Color  Scheme  or  not. 

Com  Oneto:  If  you  remember,  my  number  was  95%. 

Com  Gillespie:  We  were  going  to  set  standards  for  transfers. 

Com  Breslin:  What  you  want  deleted  is  Color  Schemes  cannot  accept  transfer  without 
being  in  compliance  with  all  the  color  scheme  standards. 

Com  Oneto:  If  a  Color  Scheme  is  not  complying  they  should  not  reap  the  benefits. 

Com  Gillespie:  We  need  a  level  playing  field  with  a  higher  standard. 

Com  Breslin:  Take  public  comment  on;  all  the  standards  or  a  percentage,  tied  to  permit 
transfers. 

Nick  Sweis:  I  think  we  should  look  at  the  rules  and  put  a  list  of  rules  that  has  to  be  in 
compliance  prior  to  it  being  established.  I  been  in  the  business  since  1983  and  it's  hard. 

Charles  Rathbone:  Paul  has  gone  right  to  the  issue  here.  The  Taxi  Commission  does  not 
have  adequate  enforcement  tools.  This  proposal  gives  the  commission  an  effective  enforcement 
tool. 

Carl  Macmurdo:  I  agree  with  what  Paul  said.  If  the  Color  Schemes  are  not  following  rules 
the  Medallion  Holders  should  not  be  restricted.  There  should  also  be  fines.  There  should  be  more 
direct  discipline  for  violations. 

Jane  Bolig:  I  can't  imagine  a  company  knowing  which  80%  it  would  be  able  to  pass.  1  can't 
imagine  a  company  that  would  be  dumb  enough  to  come  into  80%  compliance  and  let  the  other 
20%  go. 

Com  Gillespie:  There  is  an  audit  checklist  that  our  investigators  use. 

Com  Breslin:  Why  would  you  want  to  send  a  permit  to  a  company  that  is  not  in 
compliance?  We  are  taking  the  choice  to  disregard  the  regulation. 

Dir  Thigpen:  People  can  leave  the  Color  Scheme  but  none  can  go  in.  My  office  is  currently 
in  the  process  to  revise  the  audit  checklist. 

Chris  Sweis:  I  agree  with  Paul  having  100%  compliance.  Freezing  Color  Scheme  changes 
does  makes  more  work  for  the  commission  office. 
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Com  Oneto:  I  want  everyone  to  understand  that  if  a  Color  Scheme  has  an  issue  and  the 
Medallion  Holder  wants  to  leave,  they  can.  As  far  as  our  audit,  I  have  a  question,  are  some  of  these 
already  on  the  audit? 

Dir  Thigpen:  Gas&  Gate  and  managers,  those  are  new.  The  Color  Scheme  will  fill  out  an 
annual  survey  and  then  the  Executive  Director  will  sit  down  with  the  Color  Scheme  owner  and 
look  at  those  issues  to  give  that  person  a  chance  to  come  into  compliance. 

Com  Oneto:  Could  the  audit  have  an  A&B  list? 

Dir  Thigpen:  Yes. 

Com  Oneto:  I  am  in  agreement  with  100%  compliance  but  I  still  think  that  you  have  to 
have  steps  of  discipline  .1  think  we  have  to  have  this  as  an  immediate  penalty. 

Com  Gillespie:  The  idea  of  the  Color  Scheme  audit;  maybe  we  in  the  committee  can  review 
the  audit  checklist  and  it  would  be  good  to  put  in  the  commissioners  packet  next  time. 

Com  Breslin:  We  are  not  saying  its  okay  to  not  being  in  compliance. 

Com  Oneto:  I'm  not  saying  that  this  audit  or  the  next  audit;  we  give  them  2  weeks  at  a  time 
and  then  if  they  don't  come  into  compliance  they  are  gone.  If  we  were  to  request  these  things  to  be 

audited  can  we  tie  that  date  into  April  1 5th? 

Dir  Thigpen:  People  file  extensions  and  corporate  taxes  aren't  due  until  October.  A  good 

time  for  it  is  prior  to  July  1st.  A  good  time  would  probably  be  June  1st.  Would  you  like  me  for  the 
next  meeting  to  bring  the  past  audit  sheet  and  then  bring  back  a  draft  of  a  new  audit  sheet  and  then 
a  draft  of  a  tier  1  and  tier  2  system? 

Com  Oneto:  That  would  be  fine. 

Com  Gillespie:  Is  there  anyone  who  has  not  filed  a  financial  statement? 
Dir  Thigpen:  No,  they  are  all  in. 

Com  Breslin:  Public  comment,  none.  We  are  going  to  strike  that  from  the  list. 

Com  Oneto:  We  are  talking  about  a  big  financial  responsibility.  The  first  penalty  is  at  the 
beginning  then  you  have  6  months. 

Com  Breslin:  We  need  to  get  some  information  from  the  State  Workers  Compensation 
board.  The  long  term  leases. 

Com  Gillespie:  I  think  the  Workers  Compensation  requirement  needs  one  meeting  just  on 
that.  It  may  include  MTA  and  the  City  Attorney's  office.  I  think  there  would  have  to  be 
legislation. 
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Com  Breslin:  If  we  are  going  to  say  that  we  are  going  to  separate  this  out,  I  would  like  to 
take  public  comment  on  it  because  we  agendized  it. 

Com  Oneto:  I  think  we  do  need  a  full  meeting  for  Workers  Compensation. 

Com  Breslin:  We  are  going  to  continue  item  number  5  and  then  go  back  to  item  number  4. 

Com  Oneto:  Operations  Standards  6B 

Dir  Thigpen:  That  was  discussed  at  the  commission  meeting  in  January  and  February. 

Com  Oneto:  I'm  in  favor  of  1 00  percent,  you  don't  have  to  be  in  the  ramp  business  but  you 
should  have  at  leastlO. 

Dir  Thigpen:  That  is  ready  and  has  been  discussed  multiple  times  and  is  ready  to  go 
forward  into  a  resolution.  My  only  thing  about  putting  it  on  the  commission  is  the  time  we  have  at 
the  meeting. 

Com  Oneto:  I'm  requesting  to  put  it  on  the  calendar. 
Dir  Thigpen:  Alright,  I  will  draft  that  resolution. 

Com  Gillespie:  Do  you  want  to  talk  about  minimum  size?  It  would  make  sense  to  consider 
it  at  a  full  commission. 

Com  Breslin:  It  makes  sense  to  make  a  recommendation  to  the  full  commission. 

Com  Gillespie:  We  are  not  in  agreement  with  this  bullet  point  that  you  must  have  5 
medallions 

Public  Comment: 

Charles  Rathbone:  Regarding  the  5  cabs,  I  don't  think  that's  necessary.  If  you  are  making 
them  affiliate  them  with  a  dispatch  service.  Ramp  taxis  should  be  a  requirement  of  Color  Schemes. 

Com  Oneto:  Every  company  should  have  ramps? 

Charles  Rathbone:  Yes. 

Com  Gillespie:  But  you  have  endorsed  keeping  a  company  with  less  than  5  cabs? 
Charles  Rathbone:  It  should  be  an  essential  requirement. 

Jane  Bolig:  It's  unfortunate  that  a  representative  from  Arrow  cab  is  not  here.  The  100  cab 
requirement  would  put  them  out  of  service  as  a  dispatch  company.  You  have  two  classes  of 
dispatch  service  which  is  a  single  company  and  then  a  dispatch  that  has  many  Color  Schemes. 

Com  Gillespie:  How  many  do  they  have? 
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Jane  Bolig:  I  think  they  have  about  60. 
Com  Gillespie:  Couldn't  Arrow  consolidate. 

Jane  Bolig:  The  customer  should  be  able  to  call  the  company  they  want  and  receive  the  cab 
they  requested.  Do  you  want  to  all  of  a  sudden  put  a  company  out  of  business? 

Com  Gillespie:  Preventing  the  city  from  flooding  with  more  cabs  because  they  don't  have  a 
good  dispatch  service. 

Jane  Bolig:  How  you  apply  it  to  the  reality  is  what  concerns  me.  It  would  have  to  either  go 
out  of  business  or  find  35  or  40  other  Color  Scheme  people  to  include  in  their  dispatch  service. 
How  can  we  conform  to  the  existing  reality?  Don't  punish  the  competent  ones.  I  think  ramps  are 
and  have  been  a  separate  class  of  vehicle.  People  don't  take  these  into  Gas  &  Gates  because  of  the 
extraordinary  cost. 

Dan  Hinds:  Arrow  is  an  excellent  dispatch.  There  is  a  critical  mass  here.  You  should  be 
careful  about  punishing  people.  We  have  roughly  1 20  ramp  vans  and  they  should  be  tied  together 
to  have  one  integrated  dispatch.  All  these  cabs  should  be  on  the  same  kind  of  dispatch. 

Nick  Sweis:  A  lot  of  the  companies  that  don't  have  a  good  dispatch  don't  care  about  picking 
up  orders.  Companies  need  to  have  at  least  25  cabs.  Some  cabs  only  go  to  the  airport  and  back  to 
the  city  and  don't  want  dispatched  calls.  If  you  have  less  than  25  medallions  or  less  than  50  you 
have  to  be  with  another  radio  dispatch.  10  ramp  taxis  is  not  enough  for  one  company.  I'd  like  to 
get  more  ramp  taxis  but  I  can't  force  people  to  come  to  my  company. 

Public  Comment  Closed. 

Com  Gillespie:  I  still  support  this  minimum  size.  If  we  put  this  on  the  agenda,  I  hope  we 
can  have  a  memo  that  shows  which  companies  would  be  affected. 

Dir  Thigpen:  A  lot  of  things  that  go  on  the  commission  agenda  went  on  that  way  because 
there  was  no  staff. 

Com  Oneto:  I  think  we  need  to  set  a  minimum  for  the  ramp  medallions  because  I  want  to 
make  it  a  little  more  accommodating  to  those  people  who  need  to  get  those  vehicles.  Right  now 
they  have  to  spread  there  phone  calls  around  too  much.  I  think  having  fewer  dispatching 
companies  is  a  good  thing  because  there  will  be  less  numbers  to  remember.  I'm  not  in  favor  of  a 
minimum  in  a  Color  Scheme. 

Com  Breslin:  Paul  and  Oneto  are  not  in  favor  of  a  minimum.  I  think  we  can  make  a 
recommendation  to  the  commission  to  not  have  a  minimum.  If  we  have  no  minimum,  we  can  have 
limitless  numbers  of  Color  Schemes  out  there.  But  this  will  be  confusing  for  the  public. 

Dir  Thigpen:  You  can  put  a  moratorium  on  the  new  Color  Schemes  to  say  "in  the  next  6 
months  we  will  not  approve  any  Color  Schemes" 
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Com  Breslin:  Passing  score  of  80%  is  on  hold  until  we  review  the  audit  checklist. 
Com  Gillespie:  Maybe  we  can  have  a  brief  discussion  of  what  the  1099  is. 
Dir  Thigpen:  To  put  it  on  the  agenda  for  the  rules? 
Com  Gillespie:  Yes 

Carl  Macmurdo:  I  was  confused  about  80%.  Any  Color  Scheme  who  doesn't  comply 
cannot  accept  any  transfers  for  the  next  year? 

Com  Breslin:  The  80%  does  apply  to  the  annual  audit  checklist. 

Com  Gillespie:  Henry  Epstein's  had  a  write  up  on  workers  compensation. 

Dir  Thigpen:  What  is  the  goal  of  this  workers  compensation  discussion?  We  have  the 
posting  requirement  and  1 147.4  which  says  you  have  to  have  insurance  that  complies  with  the 
state  laws. 

Com  Gillespie:  Do  you  think  we  have  enough  information  on  workers  compensation? 

Tom  Owen:  It's  not  clear  but  it  may  be  as  far  as  it  can  go.  It's  a  very  fact  intensive 
determination. 

Dir  Thigpen:  If  your  goal  is  to  have  everyone  covered  by  workers  compensation  then  one 
problem  we  are  facing  is  that  it  does  not  cover  single  shift  Medallion  Holders. 

Com  Gillespie:  I  want  a  situation  where  everyone  is  covered. 

Dir  Thigpen:  It's  adequate  except  for  the  single  shift  Medallion  Holders. 

Com  Oneto:  I  have  a  problem  with  single  shift  because  that  is  not  what  Prop  K  intended. 

Com  Breslin:  We  are  going  to  meet  again. 

Dir  Thigpen:  The  items  I  am  sending  to  the  full  commission;  resolution  regarding  dispatch. 
I  will  look  into  getting  information  regarding  workers  compensation  and  then  a  decision  would  be 
made.  Rules  Committee:  Gas  and  gates  vs.  Long  Term  leasing;  Audit  worksheet. 

5.     Adjournment,  12:38pm. 
Explore: 

•  SFMTA  Board 

•  SFMTA  CAC 
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Rules  and  Regulations  Subcommittee 


GOVERNMENT 
DOCUMENTS  DEPT 

JAN  26  2012 

SAN  FRANCISCO 
PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


AGENDA 
August  11,  2008  at  12:30  p.m. 
City  Hall,l  Dr.  Carlton  B.  Goodlett  Place 
Room  408 

1.  Call  to  Order/Roll  Call 

2.  General  Public  Comment  (Please  limit  public  comment  to  items  not  on  the  agenda) 

3.  Adoption  of  Minutes  from  the  July  21,  2008  Subcommittee  Meeting  [ACTION] 

4.  Consideration  of  Amendments  to  Taxicab/Ramped  Taxi  Rules  &  Regulations,  Section 

4,  Medallion  Holders  [DISCUSSION  AND  POSSIBLE  ACTION] 

5.  Consideration  of  Amendments  to  Taxicab/Ramped  Taxi  Rules  &  Regulations,  Section 

5,  Color  Schemes  [DISCUSSION  AND  POSSIBLE  ACTION] 

6.  Consideration  of  Amendments  to  Taxicab/Ramped  Taxi  Rules  &  Regulations,  Section 

6,  Drivers  [DISCUSSION  AND  POSSIBLE  ACTION] 

7.  Consideration  of  Amendments  to  Taxicab/Ramped  Taxi  Rules  &  Regulations,  Section 

7,  Training  [DISCUSSION  AND  POSSIBLE  ACTION] 

8.  Consideration  of  Amendments  to  Taxicab/Ramped  Taxi  Rules  &  Regulations,  Section 

8,  Dispatch  [DISCUSSION  AND  POSSIBLE  ACTION] 

9.  Consideration  of  2008  Color  Scheme  Standards:  Proposed  Rules  4.A.13  and  5. A.  10, 
Amendments  to  MPC  §  1 125;  and  Proposed  2008  Color  Scheme  Standards  Regulations 
[ACTION] 

10.  Consideration  of  Commission's  Worker's  Compensation  Requirements 

[DISCUSSION  AND  POSSIBLE  ACTION] 
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1 1.  Consideration  of  Commission's  Rules  Concerning  Long  Term  Leases  [DISCUSSION 
AND  POSSIBLE  ACTION] 

12.  Adjournment 


ACCESSIBLE  MEETING  POLICY 


Accessible  seating  for  persons  with  disabilities  (including  those  using  wheelchairs)  will  be 

available. 


Members  of  the  public  who  wish  to  listen  to,  and/or  participate  in  this  meeting  but  are  unable  to 
physically  attend,  may  call  the  Taxi  Commission  Bridge  Line  at  (415)  554-9632.  Call  after  6:30 
pm  and  a  staff  person  will  handle  requests  to  speak  at  the  appropriate  times  on  the  agenda. 


Upon  request,  American  Sign  Language  interpreters  and/or  sound  enhancement  systems  will  be 
available.  Please  contact  the  Taxi  Commission  at  (415)  503-2180,  at  least  72  hours  prior  to  the 
meeting.  Late  requests  will  be  honored  if  possible. 


Upon  request,  minutes  of  meetings  are  available  in  alternative  formats.  If  you  require  the  use  of  a 
reader  during  a  meeting,  please  contact  the  Taxi  Commission  at  (415)  503-2180,  at  least  72  hours 
prior  to  the  meeting.  Late  request  will  be  honored  if  possible.  Individuals  with  severe  allergies, 
environmental  illness,  multiple  chemical  sensitivity  or  related  disabilities  may  call  the  Taxi 
Commission  at  (4  If)  503-2180  to  discuss  meeting  accessibility.  In  order  to  assist  the  City's 
efforts  to  accommodate  such  people,  attendees  at  public  meetings  are  reminded  that  other 
attendees  may  be  sensitive  to  various  chemical  based  products.  Please  help  the  City  to 
accommodate  these  individuals. 
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The  closest  accessible  BART  station  is  located  in  the  Civic  Center  at  Market  and  Eighth  Streets. 
Accessible  MUNI  lines  serving  this  location  are  Nos.  42  and  90.  For  information  about  MUNI 
accessible  services,  call  (415)  923-6142. 


Accessible  parking  is  available  at  the  following  locations:  two  (2)  designated  blue  curb  spaces  on 
the  southwest  corner  of  McAllister  Street  at  Van  Ness  Avenue;  and  the  Performing  Arts  Garage 
(entrance  on  Grove  Street  between  Franklin  and  Gough  Streets,  immediately  behind  the  San 
Francisco  War  Memorial  and  Performing  Arts  Center). 


KNOW  YOUR  RIGHTS  UNDER  THE  SUNSHINE 

ORDINANCE 


A  meeting  is  a  public  forum  and  broad  reign  must  be  given  to  a  speaker's  right  to  self-expression. 
A  member  of  the  public  has  the  right  to  criticize  the  policy  body's  programs,  practices,  policies 
and  services,  as  well  as  its  members  and  staff.  The  presiding  officer  nonetheless  may  reasonably 
confine  a  speaker's  comments  to  the  agenda  item  being  addressed  or,  for  general  public  comment, 
to  the  subject  matter  jurisdiction  of  the  policy  body. 


A  policy  body  has  the  power  to  adopt  reasonable  rules  and  regulations  relating  to  public 
comment.  Govt.  Code  Section  54954.3(b);  Admin  Code  Section  67.15(c).  The  Sunshine 
Ordinance  requires  all  policy  bodies  to  allow  each  member  of  the  public  to  speak  once  on  each 
calendar  item  for  up  to  three  minutes.  Admin.  Code  Section  67.15.  The  policy  body  may  limit 
public  comment  on  an  agenda  item  to  less  than  three  minutes  per  speaker,  based  on  such  factors  as 
the  nature  of  the  agenda  item,  the  number  of  anticipated  speakers  for  that  item,  and  the  number 
and  anticipated  duration  of  other  agenda  items. 


Government's  duty  is  to  serve  the  public,  reaching  its  decision  in  full  view  of  the  public. 
Commissions,  boards,  councils  and  other  agencies  of  the  City  and  County  exist  to  conduct  the 
people 's  business.  The  Sunshine  Ordinance  assures  that  deliberations  are  conducted  be  fore  the 
people  and  that  City  operations  are  open  to  the  people 's  review.  For  more  information  on  your 
rights  under  the  Sunshine  Ordinance  (Chapter  67  of  the  San  Francisco  Administrative  ( 'ode)  or  to 
report  a  violation  of  the  ordinance,  contact  Adele  Destro,  Interim  Administrator  by  mail  to 
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Sunshine  Ordinance  Task  force,  City  Hall,  1  Dr.  Carlton  B.  Goodlett  Place,  Room  244,  by  phone 
at  (415)  554-7724,  by  fax  at  (415)  554-7854  or  by  e-mail  at  sotf(5)jf20v.or2 


Citizens  interested  in  obtaining  a  copy  of  the  Sunshine  Ordinance  can  request  a  copy  from  Ms. 
Adele  Destro  or  by  printing  Chapter  67  of  the  San  Francisco  Administrative  Code  on  the  Internet, 
at  http://www.amlegal.com/sanfran/viewcode.htm 


SAN  FRANCISCO  LOBBYIST  ORDINANCE 

Attention:  Individuals  and  entities  that  influence  or  attempt  to  influence  local  legislative  or 
administrative  action  may  be  required  by  the  San  Francisco  Lobbyist  Ordinance  [SF  Campaign  & 
Governmental  Conduct  Code  §  2.100]  to  register  and  report  lobbying  activity.  For  more 
information  about  the  Lobbyist  Ordinance,  please  contact  the  San  Francisco  Ethics  Commission  at 
30  Van  Ness  Avenue,  Suite  3900,  San  Francisco,  CA  94102;  telephone  (415)  581-2300;  fax  (415) 
581-2317;  web  site:  sfgov.org/ethics. 


WARNING 

The  ringing  of  and  use  of  cell  phones,  pagers,  and  similar  sound-producing 
devices  are  prohibited  at  this  meeting.  Please  be  advised  that  the  Chair  may 
order  the  removal  from  the  meeting  room  of  any  person(s)  responsible  for  the 
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ringing  or  use  of  a  cell  phone,  pager,  or  other  similar  sound  producing 
electronic  devices.  ( San  Francisco  Administrative  Code,  sec.  67 A.  1) 

Explore: 

•  SFMTA  Board 

•  SFMTA  CAC 

•  Transit  Meetings 

•  Bicycle  Meetings 

•  Livable  Streets 

•  Taxi  Meetings 

•  Walk  Meetings 

•  Parking  Meetings 

•  Traffic  Meetings 

•  All  SFMTA 


Search  for 
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2010 
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Regulations  Subcommittee 


Rules  and  Regulations  Subcommittee 

MINUTES 
August  11,  2008  at  12:30pm 
City  Hall,l  Dr.  Carlton  B.  Goodlett  Place 
Room  408 


Present:  Breslin,  Oneto,  Gillespie 

Absent:  None 

Called  meeting  at  12:42  pm 

1.     Call  to  Order/Roll  Call :  Quorum 


GOVERNMENT 
DOCUMENTS  DEPT 

"    JAN  2  6  2012 

SAN  FRANCISCO 
PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


2.     General  Public  Comment  (Please  limit  public  comment  to  items  not  on  the  agenda): 

Peter  Witt:  I  would  like  to  talk  about  Fog  City's  numbers.  I  was  told  by  Com  Oneto  that 
the  rules  were  going  to  handle  the  numbers  not  matching.  I  was  wondering  why  it  takes  this 
committee  to  enforce  rules  that  are  already  laid  down.  Fog  City  810  is  not  in  compliance.  This  is  a 
redundant  committee;  the  Taxi  Commission  should  be  doing  this  so  we  can  save  time. 

Michael  Spain:  In  the  beginning  I  had  hope  for  this  committee;  instead  this  is  not  what  has 
happened  here.  We  created  more  than  there  already  were  in  addition  to  making  rule  stronger. 
Nothing  is  done  to  make  these  rules  easier  for  MTA.  This  committee  has  been  much  politicized 
and  has  created  more  fines  and  opportunities  against  taxi  companies.  Paul,  you  hand  pick  the 
people  for  your  committee  so  they  can  vote  in  your  favor.  I  don't  see  the  legitimacy  in  these  types 
of  committees. 

Com  Breslin:  I  just  want  to  for  the  record  say  that  there  have  been  many  issues  that  we  have 
not  been  unanimous  about.  Unfortunately  because  everyone  doesn't  attend  every  meeting.  I  am 
more  than  welcome  to  speak  to  anyone  who  cannot  make  the  meeting.  I  think  we  all  have  done 
well. 
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Keith  Raskin:  Taxi  Association.  I  want  to  thank  Director  Thigpen  for  the  meeting  Friday  it 
was  very  informational.  In  response  to  Peter  Witt  the  numbers  have  been  changed  and  they  work 
better  with  black. 

Com  Breslin:  If  that's  on  tomorrow  night's  agenda  we  won't  discuss  it  today. 
Commissioners,  if  you  want  to  discuss  workers  compensation  today,  let  me  know. 

Com  Oneto:  I  prefer  to  have  someone  here  from  the  state  or  at  least  someone  who  is  more 
knowledgeable  than  we  are. 

Com  Gillespie:  I'm  not  prepared  to  talk  about  it  today.  We  will  have  a  good  start 
tomorrow.  We  need  to  have  a  whole  discussion  about  workers  compensation. 


Public  Comment 

Michael  Spain:  I  don't  know  why  the  commission  would  take  it  up  at  all.  Why  is  the  Taxi 
Commission  interfering  in  the  business  practices  of  the  companies?  There  is  a  workers 
compensation  ordinance  but  it  does  not  apply  to  taxicab  companies.  Why  don't  you  let  the  state 
do  their  job? 

Charles  Rathbone:  As  you  look  into  workers  compensation,  review  your  own  rules  and 
regulations.  Who  is  required  to  comply  with  workers  compensation  laws,  Medallion  Holders  or 
Color  Schemes? 

Gratchia  Makarian:  I  think  we  need  to  make  Medallion  Holders  responsible  for  workers 
compensation  not  Color  Schemes.  The  more  information  you  get  from  the  state  the  more  you  are 
going  to  get  confused. 

Peter  Witt:  This  is  one  of  the  first  items  on  the  Taxi  Commission  agenda.  How  come  we 
keep  going  in  circles?  We  haven't  got  a  definition  yet,  we  seemed  to  be  passing  the  compensation 
book.  You  guys  are  here  to  define,  enforce  and  set  the  rules. 

Mark  Gruberg:  Here  is  a  partial  answer  to  Michael  Spain's  question.  The  city  owner  of  a 
taxicab  permit  has  to  make  sure  those  people  are  eligible  and  qualify  for  workers  comp. 

Dir  Thigpen:  He  is  referring  to  what  is  in  the  MPC  sections;  1 147-1 147.6  (reads).  As  state 
law  changes  the  Color  Schemes  have  a  continuing  responsibility  to  comply  with  those  regulations. 

Com  Breslin:  I  think  this  is  just  the  reason  we  need  to  readdress  workers  compensation. 
This  is  a  fitting  subject  for  the  commission  to  put  an  end  to  and  assure  that  people  are  in 
compliance.  I  would  like  a  full  meeting  time  for  this  subject. 

Dir  Thigpen:  Workers  Compensation,  should  this  be  the  subject  of  the  next  Rules 
Committee  Agenda? 
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Com  Gillespie:  Find  a  copy  of  Bay  Cabs  case,  Henry  wrote  a  long  discussion  and  we  can 
use  a  copy  of  that. 

Dir  Thigpen:  Regarding  item  #9.  I  want  to  thank  Commissioner  Breslin  for  getting  us  the 
room  at  the  Hyatt.  All  but  four  attended,  everyone  was  very  respectful  and  the  meeting  was  very 
productive.  We  also  discussed  how  our  office  can  better  communicate  with  them.  Unfortunately 
we  did  not  get  to  the  discussion  of  Color  Scheme  Standards  as  we  had  originally  planned. 

Com  Breslin:  Were  there  any  comments  about  dispatch  requirements  and  size  of 
companies? 

Dir  Thigpen:  Yes,  very  extensive  and  I  promised  them  that  I  would  summarize  all  their 
comments. 

Com  Breslin:  Commissioners;  after  public  comment  on  9  should  we  go  directly  to  1 1? 

Com  Gillespie:  I  feel  like  long  term  leases  are  a  priority  since  we  have  it  on  the  agenda  for 
tomorrow  night. 

Public  Comment  (Item  9) 

Charles  Rathbone:  Color  Scheme  Standards  are  the  way  to  go.  I  think  that  the  Color 
Scheme  is  the  place  to  affect  useful  regulatory  changes 

Michael  Spain:  Are  there  specific  rules  changes.  Anything  planned  to  discuss  that  we 
haven't  discussed? 

Com  Breslin:  We  have  a  discussion  and  the  commission  proposes  if  we  are  going  to  discuss 
it.  There  is  nothing  pending  on  the  Color  Scheme  standards.  We  go  through  the  rules  one  by  one, 
get  comments  from  the  public  and  then  we  look  to  a  consensus. 

Michael  Spain:  Public  comment  on  something  we  are  not  discussing  is  odd  to  me.  I've 
never  seen  this  structure.  Some  larger  companies  use  this  for  there  own  business  practice  models. 

Gratchia  Makarian:  There  are  many  interesting  things  that  we  agree  on  and  we  look 
forward  to  work  through.  I  urge  commissioners  not  to  put  all  eggs  in  one  basket.  I  think  it  might 
be  delayed  or  problems  down  the  road. 

Carl  Macmurdo:  I  see  that  the  meeting  started  an  hour  early. 

Peter  Witt:  On  the  standards  set,  they  are  not  performance  related  and  I  think  that's  a 
problem. 

3.     Adoption  of  Minutes  from  the  July  21,2008  Subcommittee  Meeting  [ACTION]  : 

Adopted  without  objection 
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4.     Consideration  of  Commission's  Rules  Concerning  Long  Term  Leases  [DISCUSSION 
AND  POSSIBLE  ACTION] 

Oneto:  The  requirement  of  leases  to  be  documented,  I  have  discussed  with  Tom  Owen 
whether  we  could  require  it  as  the  rule  sits  at  the  moment  which  we  can.  He  gave  us  some 
language  on  that. 

Com  Breslin:  Read  each  section  Rule  4  item  CI  which  is  in  the  Rules  and  Regulations 

book. 

Dir  Thigpen:  Tom  Owen's  proposal  eliminates  4C2  and  adding  six  new  ones  in  addition  to 

that. 

Tom  Owen:  The  police  code  deals  with  the  obligations  of  the  permit  holder.  The  idea 
behind  regulatory  change  was  to  pick  up  the  other  relationships. 

Dir  Thigpen:  Right  now  the  Color  Scheme  should  be  submitting  leases  to  the  ED's  office. 

Tom  Owen:  Correct. 

Com  Gillespie:  I'm  trying  to  get  a  handle  on  our  agenda  for  tomorrow  night 

Com  Breslin:  A  resolution  does  not  settle  out  the  practical  application. 

Com  Gillespie:  My  concern  about  the  resolutions  tomorrow  night  makes  long  term  leases 
and  prepayments  illegal. 

Dir  Thigpen:  What  would  be  helpful  is  if  we  identify  the  pros  and  cons  of  long  term  leases. 

Com  Oneto:  We  have  no  way  of  policing  the  brokers  and  how  it  becomes.  I  believe  the 
situation  is  usually  that  a  Medallion  Holder  is  going  to  a  Color  Scheme  and  paying  to  use  colors, 
someone  gets  a  lease,  and  then  someone  releases  it.  I'm  not  unfavorable  of  long  term  leases  but 
the  way  its  structured  now  it's  unmanageable.  I'd  like  to  see  it  go  one  way  that  way  we  can 
resolve  the  situation,  if  it's  not  doable  we  have  to  get  rid  of  long  term  leases,  to  stop  the  brokers. 

Com  Gillespie:  If  it's  illegal  under  our  current  rules  for  a  3rd  or  4th  party  "broker"  should  we 
have  it  all  under  gas  &  gates? 

Com  Breslin:  Commissioner  Oneto  has  done  a  lot  of  work  with  the  City  Attorney  and  I 
would  like  each  of  them  to  be  read  off.  I  do  not  like  to  see  a  date  at  the  top  of  the  resolution 
because  it  makes  awkward  record  keeping. 

Com  Oneto:  .It  was  a  situation  that  was  going  to  be  brought  up  on  August  1 5th.  This  went 
to  the  supervisors  and  it  passed  unanimously.  I  believed  that  all  the  commissioners  should  have 
that  in  front  of  them  to  decide. 
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Com  Breslin:  We  are  supposed  to  be  talking  about  lease  operations.  I  would  like  to  talk 
about  these  different  rule  proposals  to  see  if  they  are  necessary  and  should  be  considered  to  have 
color  schemes  comply.  Let's  get  back  to  the  lease  rules;  the  first  rule  on  page  8,  CI  is  going  to 
stay  the  same. 

Com  Oneto:  Reads  first  proposal  on  4C1. 

Com  Breslin:  Public  Comment  on  4C1 . 

Public  Comment 

Charles  Rathbone:  Define  what  kind  of  relationship  between  various  parties  are  ok  and  not 

ok. 

Mark  Gruberg:  The  first  sentence  of  layers  of  leasing  is  unnecessary  and  would  become 
redundant  to  specific  rules.  The  second  part  on  the  taxi  driver  and  not  on  anyone  else  certainly 
needs  to  be  corrected. 

Gratchia  Makarian:  I  agree  with  Mark  and  Charles.  I  don't  think  that  Com  Oneto  knows 
the  definition  of  Long  Term  Leases  or  Independent  Contractor  or  Single  Shift  Operators. 

Com  Breslin:  I  do  want  to  follow  up  on  that,  your  recommendation  is  for  us  to  define  each 
one.  To  put  within  this  section. 

Hal  Mellegard:  Brokers,  layers,  I  know  what  you  mean.  Brokers  are  not  an  official  layer. 
There  are  no  leases  to  back  these  brokers  up  it's  just  a  hand  shake  deal. 

Michael  Spain:  I'm  against  this,  but  I  think  the  aim  is  to  of  course  go  after  these  brokers. 
You're  trying  to  create  rules  that  you  can  never  actually  enforce.  This  is  not  based  up  contracts  or 
written  documents,  brokers  often  time  have  a  good  role. 

Peter  Witt:  I'm  wondering  is  4C1  define,  should  not  be  a  long  term  lease? 

Dir  Thigpen:  No  it  does  not  do  so. 

Peter  Witt:  If  a  long  term  lease  is  allowed,  my  only  gripe  would  be  that  they  are  not 
accountable  and  there  is  plenty  room  for  abuse  there.  There  is  a  big  gap  in  monitoring  long  term 
leases. 

Com  Oneto:  Reads  Section  C2;  proposed  demand. 

Tom  Owen:  You  could  say,  written  agreement  written  modified  leases  or  you  could  just 
keep  repeating  it,  subsection  4  talks  about  privities,  someone  operating  under  the  same  medallion. 

Dir  Thigpen:  What  that  would  mean  is  that  any  gas  &  gates  driver  would  have  to  sign  a 
written  agreement  with  the  Medallion  Holder.  That's  going  to  create  problems. 
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Tom  Owen:  You  can  have  a  generic  agreement  for  gas  &  gate  drivers. 
Public  Comment 

Mark  Gruberg:  I  just  think  that  it's  really  more  than  too  much  to  expect  to  assimilate  this 
comment  intelligently.  I  suggest  putting  this  off  when  we  have  it  in  written  form  for  all  of  us  to 
see. 

Dir  Thigpen:  Maybe  after  he  reads  it,  I  can  say  it  in  English  instead  of  all  these  legal  terms. 
Mark  Gruberg:  Leases  should  be  in  writing. 

Gratchia  Makarian:  Leases  are  already  in  writing.  It's  making  me  seem  like  we  are  trying 

to  legalize  brokers. 

Carl  Macmurdo:  I  think  you  are  headed  in  the  right  direction  to  get  this  in  writing  and  to 
get  rid  of  the  brokers. 

Michael  Spain:  I  think  you  should  turn  in  the  other  direction.  I  don't  see  any  reason  you 
are  trying  to  put  this  industry  in  a  straight  jacket.  The  different  business  relations  out  there  are 
going  to  continue.  This  is  not  going  to  work  and  its  going  to  continue  along  the  lines  it  has  for  over 
100  years. 

Hal  Mellegard:  The  state  does  not  have  any  entrepreneurial  risks.  In  your  minds  to  have  to 
separate  that. 

Charles  Rathbone:  The  foundation  that  you  need  in  order  to  define  the  relationships. 
Everything  should  be  done  in  writing. 

Barry  Taranto:  Union  cab  that's  why  we  need  these  in  writing  to  protect.  I  think  to  protect 
them  we  need  a  written  lease  agreement.  My  concern  is  that  a  copy  of  it  should  be  held  at  the 
Color  Scheme. 

Com  Breslin:  Public  Comment  closed. 

Dir  Thigpen:  This  requires  that  the  lease  is  in  writing,  has  to  be  filed  with  commission 
annually.  Any  changes  have  to  be  filed  upon  changes  within  10  days  of  executing  it. 

Com  Breslin:  We  already  have  in  the  rules  that  they  have  to  be  at  the  Color  Scheme  so  this 
is  adding  that  it  needs  to  be  at  the  Taxi  Commission  office? 

Dir  Thigpen:  It  is  an  existing  rule,  it's  in  the  MPC. 

Com  Gillespie:  MPC  1 124  states  that  since  what  date? 

Dir  Thigpen:  since  1988. 
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Tom  Owen:  Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Supervisors  and  recommended  by  the  Police 
Commission. 

Com  Gillespie:  I  don't  have  a  desire  to  have  a  copy  of  leases  in  the  Taxi  Commission 
office.  We  have  to  have  knowledge  of  every  taxi  in  San  Francisco.  Question;  do  we  need  a  copy 
of  that  in  the  office? 

Dir  Thigpen:  If  it's  at  the  Color  Scheme,  I  think  that's  enough.  If  we  had  a  standard  lease 
or  something  similar,  something  that  can  be  a  guideline  approved  by  the  commission.  If  the  driver 
signed  the  lease  with  the  Color  Scheme  that  will  solve  most  of  the  problem. 

Dir  Thigpen:  The  vast  majorities  of  these  rules  were  passed  in  1988. 

Carl  Macmurdo:  What  happened  I  think  is  that  Prop  K  in  1978  they  found  10  years  later 
nothing  was  done  and  something  needed  to  be  put  in  the  code. 

Com  Breslin:  Public  Comment  on  copies  of  leases  to  Color  Schemes/Taxi  Commission. 

Public  Comment 

Charles  Rathbone:  I  hope  that  you  don't  throw  these  leases  into  a  box  and  not  look  at 
them.  It  would  be  on  us  during  an  audit  to  demonstrate. 

Gratchia  Makarian:  I  don't  think  that  we  should  create  more  work  for  Jordanna  and  her 
staff.  Color  Scheme  has  their  responsibilities. 

Keith  Raskin:  There  is  already  a  lot  in  place.  We  have  drivers  rosters  that  we  are  required 
to  submit  to  our  dispatchers.  That  communication  you  are  talking  about  is  already  in  place.  To  go 
any  further  would  be  redundant. 

Com  Breslin:  Do  you  think  it  would  be  beneficial  for  the  industry  to  have  standardized 
leases? 

Keith  Raskin:  Everything  else  in  the  lease  is  protecting  the  Color  Scheme  and  the  risk  of 
the  driver. 

Com  Gillespie:  That's  the  lease  that  we  sign. 

Keith  Raskin:  Your  lease  with  Yellow  just  comes  down  to  your  timecard.  Some  companies 
allow  drivers  to  work  for  other  companies.  Part  of  the  audit  is  that  a  lease  is  submitted  to  the  Taxi 
Commission. 

Dir  Thigpen:  Copies  of  the  leases  are  to  be  submitted,  that's  a  current  rule. 

Keith  Raskin:  I  don't  know  what  more  you  would  need. 

Dir  Thigpen:  I  think  it  exist  so  the  city  can  verify  that  the  rule  is  not  v  iolated. 
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Michael  Spain:  Finally  you  hit  an  idea  I  really  like.  I'd  love  to  see  the  city  attorney  write  up 
different  lease  agreements,  just  real  simple  language  that  we  drivers  can  understand. 

Mark  Gruberg:  You  did  not  want  copies  of  all  lease  paperwork.  Lease  should  be  made 
with  the  contracting  party.  Guidelines  for  leases  I  think  are  a  bad  idea  because  it  involves  the 
commission. 

Com  Gillespie:  You  think  a  copy  should  be  on  file  with  the  city? 

Mark  Gruberg:  They  should  be  on  file  at  the  Color  Scheme.  But  you  don't  want  to  start 
setting  the  terms  of  the  leases. 

Hal  Mellegard:  I  agree  with  Mark.  You  don't  want  to  get  into  storing  more  information. 

Com  Oneto:  What  about  the  Medallion  Holders  who  just  lease  your  colors?  What  kind  of 
leases  do  you  have  with  them? 

Hal  Mellegard:  In  that  case  we  have  a  lease  with  the  Medallion  Holder  and  we  have  to 
know  if  they  are  insurable. 

Com  Oneto:  Even  though  the  Medallion  Holder  is  just  using  your  colors  you  have  a  copy  of 
all  there  leases? 

Hal  Mellegard:  No. 

Com  Gillespie:  Some  of  the  Color  Schemes  don't  know.  Theoretically  they  can  be  driving 
without  the  knowledge  of  Yellow  Cab. 

Com  Oneto:  The  purpose  is  to  know  who  is  driving  those  cabs.  To  be  able  to  monitor  those 
leases  they  need  to  come  into  the  Taxi  Commission  office. 

Com  Gillespie:  If  the  commission  was  to  send  an  investigator  out  to  a  Color  Scheme  to  see 
a  copy  of  it  at  that  time. 

Com  Oneto:  I  would  defer  to  what  staff  wishes  on  this. 

Com  Breslin:  There  is  no  way  of  really  knowing  who  is  driving.  If  we  have  something  like 
that  in  place  we  can  have  some  enforcement  in  place. 

Peter  Witt:  1988  we  had  a  rule  change;  in  1999  we  had  a  reform  as  well  as  1998.  Debate  is 
whether  it's  enforceable.  I  don't  think  we  want  to  double  Jordanna's  fund  by  having  this.  I  would 
like  to  see  the  options  and  boundaries. 

Keith  Raskin:  This  is  a  management  issue  coming  from  B&W  and  the  way  it  was  at 
Worldwide.  The  dispatch  should  have  that  information.  Every  Color  Scheme,  monthly  lease  or 
medallion  operating  on  a  color  scheme  basis  should  have  who  is  operating  that  vehicle  at  all  times. 
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Com  Breslin:  What  I've  heard  in  both  recommendations  in  C2,  C3  not  so  much  where  the 
copies  are  kept  or  how  many  but  more  less  definitions  of  what  is  a  long  term  lease  and  who  is 
allowed  to  contract  for  a  long  term  lease.  That  is  where  we  need  to  go  rather  than  who  is  keeping 
the  copies.  In  our  current  rules  we  don't  have  a  definition  for  long  term  leases. 

Com  Gillespie:  I  think  this  was  valuable  today.  Tomorrow  night  is  a  little  more  confusing. 

Dir  Thigpen:  For  next  time,  I'll  work  with  Tom  a  little  closer  about  the  things  that  are 
already  talked  about.  I  would  just  say  that  the  problem  with  Long  Term  Leases  is  that  the  Color 
Schemes  do  not  have  motivation  to  deal  with  brokers.  There  is  only  one  person  that  has 
motivation  to  do  something  with  the  brokers  other  than  the  Medallion  Holders.  It's  a  big  problem 
so  any  resolution  we  draft  has  to  go  into  that  problem.  It's  the  Color  Schemes  bottom  line  that  is 
being  eaten  into. 

5.  Adjournment.2:33pm 
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Regulations  Subcommittee 

Rules  and  Regulations  Subcommittee 

AGENDA 
October  14,  2008  at  10:30  a.m. 
City  Hall,l  Dr.  Carlton  B.  Goodlett  Place 
Room  408 

1.  Call  to  Order/Roll  Call 

2.  General  Public  Comment  (Please  limit  public  comment  to  items  not  on  the  agenda) 

3.  Adoption  of  Minutes  from  the  August  11,  2008  Subcommittee  Meeting  [ACTION] 

4.  Consideration  of  State  Law  Requirements  Applicable  to  California  Taxicab 
Companies  [ACTION]  ***Documents  to  be  Provided  at  Hearing 

5.  Consideration  of  Proposed  Rules  with  Housekeeping,  Non-Substantive  Amendments 

[ACTION]  ***See  Attached  Draft  with  Housekeeping,  Non-Substantive  Amendments 

6.  Consideration  of  Commission's  Worker's  Compensation  Requirements 

[DISCUSSION  AND  POSSIBLE  ACTION]  ***See  Attached  Documents 

7.  Adjournment 

GOVERNMENT 
DOCUMENTS  DEPT 

JAN  2  6  2012 

ACCESSIBLE  MEETING  POLICY     san  Francisco 

PUBLIC  LIBRARY 

Accessible  seating  for  persons  with  disabilities  (including  those  using  wheelchairs)  will  be 

available. 
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Members  of  the  public  who  wish  to  listen  to,  and/or  participate  in  this  meeting  but  are  unable  to 
physically  attend,  may  call  the  Taxi  Commission  Bridge  Line  at  (415)  554-9632.  Call  after  6:30 
pm  and  a  staff  person  will  handle  requests  to  speak  at  the  appropriate  times  on  the  agenda. 


Upon  request,  American  Sign  Language  interpreters  and/or  sound  enhancement  systems  will  be 
available.  Please  contact  the  Taxi  Commission  at  (415)  503-2180,  at  least  72  hours  prior  to  the 
meeting.  Late  requests  will  be  honored  if  possible. 


Upon  request,  minutes  of  meetings  are  available  in  alternative  formats.  If  you  require  the  use  of  a 
reader  during  a  meeting,  please  contact  the  Taxi  Commission  at  (415)  503-2180,  at  least  72  hours 
prior  to  the  meeting.  Late  request  will  be  honored  if  possible.  Individuals  with  severe  allergies, 
environmental  illness,  multiple  chemical  sensitivity  or  related  disabilities  may  call  the  Taxi 
Commission  at  (415)  503-2180  to  discuss  meeting  accessibility.  In  order  to  assist  the  City's 
efforts  to  accommodate  such  people,  attendees  at  public  meetings  are  reminded  that  other 
attendees  may  be  sensitive  to  various  chemical  based  products.  Please  help  the  City  to 
accommodate  these  individuals. 


The  closest  accessible  BART  station  is  located  in  the  Civic  Center  at  Market  and  Eighth  Streets. 
Accessible  MUNI  lines  serving  this  location  are  Nos.  42  and  90.  For  information  about  MUNI 
accessible  services,  call  (415)  923-6142. 


Accessible  parking  is  available  at  the  following  locations:  two  (2)  designated  blue  curb  spaces  on 
the  southwest  corner  of  McAllister  Street  at  Van  Ness  Avenue;  and  the  Performing  Arts  Garage 
(entrance  on  Grove  Street  between  Franklin  and  Gough  Streets,  immediately  behind  the  San 
Francisco  War  Memorial  and  Performing  Arts  Center). 


KNOW  YOUR  RIGHTS  UNDER  THE  SUNSHINE 

ORDINANCE 
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A  meeting  is  a  public  forum  and  broad  reign  must  be  given  to  a  speaker's  right  to  self-expression. 
A  member  of  the  public  has  the  right  to  criticize  the  policy  body's  programs,  practices,  policies 
and  services,  as  well  as  its  members  and  staff.  The  presiding  officer  nonetheless  may  reasonably 
confine  a  speaker's  comments  to  the  agenda  item  being  addressed  or,  for  general  public  comment, 
to  the  subject  matter  jurisdiction  of  the  policy  body. 


A  policy  body  has  the  power  to  adopt  reasonable  rules  and  regulations  relating  to  public 
comment.  Govt.  Code  Section  54954.3(b);  Admin  Code  Section  67.15(c).  The  Sunshine 
Ordinance  requires  all  policy  bodies  to  allow  each  member  of  the  public  to  speak  once  on  each 
calendar  item  for  up  to  three  minutes.  Admin.  Code  Section  67.15.  The  policy  body  may  limit 
public  comment  on  an  agenda  item  to  less  than  three  minutes  per  speaker,  based  on  such  factors  as 
the  nature  of  the  agenda  item,  the  number  of  anticipated  speakers  for  that  item,  and  the  number 
and  anticipated  duration  of  other  agenda  items. 


Government's  duty  is  to  serve  the  public,  reaching  its  decision  in  full  view  of  the  public. 
Commissions,  boards,  councils  and  other  agencies  of  the  City  and  County  exist  to  conduct  the 
people 's  business.  The  Sunshine  Ordinance  assures  that  deliberations  are  conducted  before  the 
people  and  that  City  operations  are  open  to  the  people 's  review.  For  more  information  on  your 
rights  under  the  Sunshine  Ordinance  (Chapter  67  of  the  San  Francisco  Administrative  Code)  or  to 
report  a  violation  of  the  ordinance,  contact  Adele  Destro,  Interim  Administrator  by  mail  to 
Sunshine  Ordinance  Task  force,  City  Hall,  1  Dr.  Carlton  B.  Goodie  tt  Place,  Room  244,  by  phone 
at  (415)  554-7724,  by  fax  at  (415)  554-7854  or  by  e-mail  at  sotf(a)jfsov.orz 
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Citizens  interested  in  obtaining  a  copy  of  the  Sunshine  Ordinance  can  request  a  copy  from  Ms. 
Adele  Destro  or  by  printing  Chapter  67  of  the  San  Francisco  Administrative  Code  on  the  Internet, 
at  http://www.amlegal.com/sanfranyviewcode.htm 


SAN  FRANCISCO  LOBBYIST  ORDINANCE 

Attention:  Individuals  and  entities  that  influence  or  attempt  to  influence  local  legislative  or 
administrative  action  may  be  required  by  the  San  Francisco  Lobbyist  Ordinance  [SF  Campaign  & 
Governmental  Conduct  Code  §  2.100]  to  register  and  report  lobbying  activity.  For  more 
information  about  the  Lobbyist  Ordinance,  please  contact  the  San  Francisco  Ethics  Commission  at 
30  Van  Ness  Avenue,  Suite  3900,  San  Francisco,  CA  94102;  telephone  (415)  581-2300;  fax  (415) 
581-2317;  web  site:  sfgov.org/ethics. 


WARNING 

The  ringing  of  and  use  of  cell  phones,  pagers,  and  similar  sound-producing 
devices  are  prohibited  at  this  meeting.  Please  be  advised  that  the  Chair  may 
order  the  removal  from  the  meeting  room  of  any  person(s)  responsible  for  the 
ringing  or  use  of  a  cell  phone,  pager,  or  other  similar  sound  producing 
electronic  devices.  ( San  Francisco  Administrative  Code,  sec.  67 A.  1) 

Explore: 

•  SFMTA  Board 

•  SFMTA  CAC 
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SFMTA      Municipal  Transportation  Agency 


SFMTA  home  >  About  Us  >  Meetings  >  Taxicab  Commission  >  October  14,  2008  Rules  and 
Regulations  Subcommittee 


Rules  and  Regulations  Subcommittee 

MINUTES 
October  14, 2008 
City  Hall,l  Dr.  Carlton  B.  Goodlett  Place 
Room  408 

Present:  Breslin,  Oneto,  Gillespie  GOVERNMENT 

DOCUMENTS  DEPT 

Absent:  None 


Called  meeting  at  10:42  pm 
1.     Call  to  Order/Roll  Call :  Quorum 


JAN  2  6  2012 


SAN  FRANCISCO 
PUBLIC  LIBRARY 

2.     General  Public  Comment  (Please  limit  public  comment  to  items  not  on  the  agenda): 


•  Jim  Gillespie:  Did  we  ever  bring  up  the  regulation  of  the  rule  about  driving  your  own 
cab? 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  We  talked  about  it  in  February;  basically  we  were  going  to  talk  about  it 
again. 

•  Com  Breslin:  It's  coming  up  because  it's  in  the  rule  book. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  You  have  to  drive  your  own  cab  if  available  from  what  I  understand  the 
rule  says. 

•  Jim  Gillespie:  A  lot  of  people  are  scared  that  they  will  be  penalized. 

•  Com  Breslin:  We  need  to  close  that  loop. 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  It  will  help  to  get  some  clarity. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  Are  people  getting  credit  for  driving  another  vehicle? 
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•  Com  Oneto:  Weren't  we  considering  waiting  to  see  what  MTA  was  doing  with  those 
new  units? 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  It  can  go  on  the  3 1st  agenda. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  I  would  like  to  consider  it  on  this  agenda. 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  We  have  no  plans  to  issue  any  situation  for  this  violation. 

•  Com  Breslin:  Let's  agree  to  agenda  this  item  on  the  next  rules  agenda.  (November 
meeting  if  possible) 

•  Rich  Hybels:  I'm  against  getting  rid  of  this  due  to  making  it  easier  for  the  frauds. 

•  Marty  Smith:  It  goes  by  the  ID  number  not  the  cab  number.  I  was  at  the  last  PCC 
meeting  I  noticed  they  gave  away  vehicles  to  certain  companies.  Giving  corporate 
medallions  to  offset  expenses.  My  drivers  are  taking  15-20  calls  a  day  on  the  radio. 

3.  Adoption  of  Minutes  from  the  August  11,  2008  Subcommittee  Meeting  [ACTION]  : 

Adopted  without  objection 

4.  Consideration  of  State  Law  Requirements  Applicable  to  California  Taxicab  Companies 

[ACTION] 

Com  Breslin:  We  should  try  to  get  someone  from  the  State  to  speak.  We  wanted  a  Workers 
Compensation  representative  from  the  State. 

Dir  Thigpen:  We  have  to  wait  until  November  for  the  MTA  hearing  again.  We  have  three 
more  meetings  for  this  year.  We  are  the  only  jurisdiction  in  the  whole  state  that  does  not  have 
drug  testing.  This  has  been  on  the  books  since  1996.  I  will  post  this  under  the  proposed  rules. 
When  drivers  get  hired  they  have  to  submit  that  they  have  completed  drug  testing.  Once  when 
they  test  negative  on  the  drug  test  they  can  receive  their  driving  permit.  When  a  driver  gets 
terminated  he/she  should  surrender  their  A-Card  back  to  the  city.  Companies  are  also  not 
notifying  us  of  this.  The  only  thing  we  are  complying  with  is  establishing  rates  of  fare  and 
regulating  them  under  state  law  in  this  city. 

Com  Breslin:  I  thought  we  already  had  it  in  our  driver  requirements  that  they  have  a 
physical. 

Dir  Thigpen:  Physical  happens  when  they  become  a  medallion  holder. 

Com  Breslin:  This  is  a  law  and  or  regulation  in  our  rule  book?  I  just  want  to  make  sure  that 
that  is  happening. 

Dir  Thigpen:  I  do  know  that  for  Medallion  Holders  there  is  a  medical  fitness  statement  that 
comes  with  the  application.  The  drug  testing  is  separate. 
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Com  Breslin:  What  I  see  is  not  an  official  medical  report,  but  a  voluntary  report. 

Dir  Thigpen:  The  Medallion  Holder  applications  have  a  signed  medical  report  from  their 
doctor. 

Com  Gillespie:  State  law  states  that  the  A-Card  should  be  surrendered? 
Dir  Thigpen:  State  Code;  driver  permit  becomes  void  upon  termination  of  employment. 
Com  Breslin:  How  many  hours  qualify  as  a  shift  for  a  driver? 
Dir  Thigpen:  156  four  hour  shifts. 
Public  Comment: 

•  Marty  Smith:  As  far  as  the  number  of  hours.  State  of  California  has  no  jurisdiction  over 
taxicabs  in  San  Francisco.  The  PUC  works  as  a  licensee  to  the  highway  patrol. 

•  Carl  Macmurdo:  Bi- Annual  physicals  should  be  taken  off  the  books. 

•  Jim  Gillespie:  I  know  truckers  and  airline  pilots  have  drug  testing.  I  would  personally 
like  to  see  this  be  a  part  of  the  A-card  process. 

•  Mark  Gruberg:  On  the  medical  exams  I  believe  there  is  a  purpose  for  that.  There  are 
some  drivers  who  really  shouldn't  be  driving.  If  it  really  is  a  safety  issue  a  medical  exam 
will  go  a  very  long  way  in  getting  people  off  the  streets.  The  drug  testing  there  are  some 
basic  civil  liberties  to  this. 

•  Rich  Hybels:  We  never  talk  about  drivers  roles  in  accidents.  I  don't  know  if  you're 
going  to  do  drug  testing  with  A-cards,  phony  certificates  will  be  issued.  Unless  you  do 
this  randomly  it  will  be  pointless. 

5.     Consideration  of  Proposed  Rules  with  Housekeeping,  Non-Substantive  Amendments 

[ACTION] 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  I  didn't  make  any  policy  changes,  I  just  eliminated  duplicative  rules. 

•  Com  Breslin:  I  have  not  had  a  chance  to  go  through  this,  now  I  have  to  compare  this  to 
the  old  book.  Can  get  a  footer  with  a  date  so  we  won't  loose  track  where  these  are  coming 
from.  I'm  just  concerned  for  historical  authenticity. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  It  looks  good.  We  moved  the  section  on  ramped  taxi  permits  as  far  as  the 
structure  of  it. 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  All  the  rules  existed  in  other  parts;  there  are  still  references  to  ramped 
taxis. 

•  Com  Oneto:  On  page  19  under  driving  requirements  you  references  medallion  holders. 
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•  Dir  Thigpen:  We  have  to  redo  the  numbering. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  You  haven't  added  or  subtracted  you  just  structured  it? 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  Yes. 

•  Com  Breslin:  It  was  in  4A10,  driving  your  own  medallion  number.  I  thought  we  voted 
on  4A11. 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  It  hasn't  been  voted  on  by  the  full  commission,  we  can  agendize  that.  4A7 
we  had  extensive  conversation  about  that  with  no  agreement.  From  now  on  we  will  bring 
this  document  to  every  meeting. 

•  Com  Breslin:  I'd  also  like  to  add  on  the  decisions  we  made  that  it  had  to  be  available 
upon  A-card  renewal. 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  For  the  next  year  we  can  definitely  do  that. 

•  Com  Breslin:  Pending  the  recommendations  prior  to  the  MTA. 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  The  color  schemes  advocated  that  they  not  be  the  ones  to  issue  the  rule 
books.  So  during  the  A-card  renewal  the  treasurer's  office  will  issue  the  new  rule  books. 

•  Com  Breslin:  We  can  fix  that  by  putting  in  PENDING.  I  just  want  to  see  that  the  things 
that  we  are  spending  time  talking  about  are  being  put  in  place  and  that  this  was 
worthwhile. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  I  also  wonder  if  we  should  create  a  new  document  in  our  final  days  or  let 
MTA  publish  these  new  documents. 

•  Com  Breslin:  It  might  not  be  final  but  I  want  it  to  be  inclusive.  I  don't  want  to  burden 
the  staff.  This  is  what  I  would  like  to  do  as  chair  of  this  committee.  If  it's  not  included 
there  should  be  a  special  memorandum. 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  That's  something  that  we  can  bring  up  for  the  next  few  commission 
agendas.  Anything  else  will  go  into  a  memorandum  for  the  MTA  for  institutional 
knowledge. 

■ 

Public  Comment: 

•  Marty  Smith:  I  would  like  to  see  if  we  can  get  memorandums  or  notices  of  these  rule 
changes. 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  Nothing  has  been  voted  on,  this  is  just  a  draft. 

•  Carl  Macmurdo:  I  would  like  to  thank  Dir  Thigpen  for  the  clean  up.  The  agenda  says 
action  that  is  why  in  here  today.  Maybe  I  have  a  fundamental  understanding  of  this 
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committee.  I  don't  see  why  there  is  a  rules  committee  if  there  won't  be  a  book  published 
to  give  to  MTA. 

•  Com  Breslin:  We  were  looking  to  change  the  rules  but  it  wasn't  in  the  budget  to 
reproduce. 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  We  have  the  budget  to  reproduce  but  MTA  has  its  own  rules. 

•  Com  Breslin:  I  would  rather  we  print  a  rule  book  with  the  recommendation  for  us  to 
change.  I  think  MTA  is  going  to  take  a  long  time. 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  MTA  will  make  a  rule  book  immediately.  A  book  will  be  in  place  by 
February  09. 

•  Com  Breslin:  We  want  to  make  sure  that  MTA  is  accepting  our  rule  recommendation.  If 
we  are  going  to  issue  all  of  these  new  rules,  what  are  drivers  going  to  carry  around? 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  Drivers  will  carry  new  books.  If  we  don't  merge  with  MTA,  I  will  print 
one  in  December;  end  of  January. 

•  Com  Breslin:  We  can  have  inserts. 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  All  the  new  versions  of  the  rules  are  always  posted  online. 

•  Com  Breslin:  Which  ones  did  the  full  commission  approve? 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  Insurance,  we  changed  those  because  drivers  can  be  added  to 
title/registration.  Security  cameras,  minor  changes.  You  voted  to  change  the  rules  on 
spare  vehicles;  inspections  and  those  were  adopted  because  of  clean  air  since  the  end  of 
June.  Those  are  the  only  changes  that  I  can  recall. 

6.  Consideration  of  Commission's  Worker's  Compensation  Requirements  [DISCUSSION 
AND  POSSIBLE  ACTION] 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  Overview  of  memo.  It's  helpful  to  understand  how  workers  compensation 
is  calculated.  Dimitri  told  me  that  he  is  getting  it  per  permit.  His  comp  was  going  to 
expire  10/14/08  and  there  would  be  no  more  workers  comp  but  he  has  found  someone  to 
get  workers  compensation.  I  asked  him  to  come  but  he  said  that  he  likes  to  stay  out  of 
politics.  People  covered  by  workers  compensation  in  the  taxi  industry  are  employee  and 
that  depends  on  the  employment  relationship. 

•  Com  Breslin:  We  are  still  waiting  for  a  representative  to  come  and  talk  to  us. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  I  haven't  got  to  review  the  changes. 

•  Com  Breslin:  I  think  the  payroll  is  divided. 

•  Tom  Owen:  I  think  it's  like  your  property  tax. 
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•  Com  Gillespie:  The  bottom  line  is  the  people  have  to  be  in  compliance  with  state  law. 

•  Tom  Owen:  You  can  have  the  rule  that  they  must  be  in  compliance.  You  have  to  have  the 
option  of  the  company  proving  that  they  are  real  independent  contractors.  It's  always 
going  to  be  an  intensive  analysis. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  I  pay  self  employment  tax. 

•  Com  Brcslin:  Until  we  have  more  experts  before  us,  I  don't  want  to  have  it  on  the  agenda 
again. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  What  section  is  this  under? 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  MPC  1 147.4,  5H16  in  the  rule  book  (workers  comp).  5A1  applies  to  color 
schemes  that  they  have  to  comply  with  several  laws  including  workers  compensation. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  Would  this  be  case  law? 

•  Tom  Owen:  Case  law  would  be  an  official  interpretation  of  what  the  regulation  means. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  Companies  wanted  to  be  protected  from  lawsuits  so  they  got  insurance. 

•  Tom  Owen:  If  state  law  determines  a  particular  group  of  people  are  not  employees  of 
state  law  we  cannot  extend  state  laws. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  We  cannot  adopt  a  local  ordinance? 

•  Tom  Owen:  We  can  require  compliance  with  state  law  and  we  can  start  with  an  informal 
assumption  that  a  gas  gates  driver  is  an  employee.  But  the  company  gets  the  opportunity 
to  define.  The  city  cannot  force  the  company  to  provide  workers  compensation. 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  What  kind  of  regulation  could  the  City  adopt?  Could  the  commission  say 
"we  are  going  to  presume  that  drivers  are  employees"  and  then  rely  on  some  state 
agencies  laws. 

•  Tom  Owen:  Probably  not.  State  will  not  come  up  with  some  generic  language. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  Long  term  lease  drivers  and  gate/gas  drivers  according  to  the  state. 
Public  Comment 

•  Marty  Smith:  Right  now  its  just  policy  acting  as  law  and  I  think  that's  against  the  law. 
Drivers  need  protection  and  color  schemes  need  protection.  This  is  why  industrial 
insurance  should  be  looked  into. 

•  Rich  Hybels:  I  think  if  you  look  into  it,  the  issue  is  whether  the  driver  is  controlled  by 

anyone? 
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•  Dan  Hinds:  Our  workers  compensation  insurance  is  tied  to  the  medallion. 

•  Mark  Gruberg:  From  my  own  personal  experience.  I  applied  for  my  own  workers 
compensation  while  working  with  Yellow  Cab.  After  the  Tracy  case  was  decided  I  was 
denied  workers  compensation  as  an  independent  contractor.  There  is  never  going  to  be 
perfect  clarity  on  this  on  an  administrative  or  city  level. 

•  Jim  Gillespie:  Yellow  cab  is  self  insured.  We  take  cases  on  a  fairly  regular  basis.  San 
Francisco  is  the  only  city  covering  workers  compensation  over  taxi  drivers. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  Why  doesn't  any  other  city  in  California? 

•  Jim  Gillespie:  The  cases  that  have  been  brought  and  challenged.  They  haven't  lost 
enough  where  they  needed  to.  They  don't  feel  like  there  is  a  huge  risk. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  Who  do  you  go  to  for  your  certificate? 

•  Jim  Gillespie:  Insurance  commissioner. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  Is  that  based  on  the  number  of  medallions? 

•  Jim  Gillespie:  There  is  a  net  worth  that  you  go  through. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  When  you  go  through  your  process  do  they  look  at  previous  years 
claims? 

•  Jim  Gillespie:  Yes,  claims  and  outstanding  claims. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  What's  the  process  and  who  decides  if  a  claim  is  valid? 

•  Jim  Gillespie:  I'm  not  sure. 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  Action  items  for  next  meeting  are  4A7,  4A10  and  4A1 1,  we  are  going  to 
pull  together  resolutions.  I  will  distribute  a  fresh  copy  of  the  Bay  decision,  sample  for 
Com  Breslin  regarding  whether  calculation  of  workers  compensation  is  multiplied  or 
divided.  Self  insurance  for  claims,  housekeeping,  doing  a  basic  memo  outlying  the 
changes  that  have  been  made. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  This  package  we  have  a  fact  sheet,  on  the  Tracy  decision. 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  Yes  and  a  DIR  fact  sheet,  Tracy  order  (decision),  and  a  Yellow  Cab 
decision  yellow  cab  vs.  workers  comp, 

•  Com  Breslin:  Are  there  any  more  recent  cases? 

•  Tom  Owen:  There  have  been  more  but  they  haven't  involved  taxi  drivers,  only  package 
delivery  drivers. 
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7.     Adjournment.  12:25pm 
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Rules  and  Regulations  Subcommittee 

AGENDA 

November  20,  2008  at  9:30  a.m.  GOVERNMENT 

DOCUMENTS  DEPT 

City  HalLl  Dr.  Carlton  B.  Goodlett  Place 

JAN  2  6  2012 

Room  408 

SAN  FRANCISCO 

1.  Call  to  Order/Roll  Call  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 

2.  General  Public  Comment  (Please  limit  public  comment  to  items  not  on  the  agenda) 

3.  Adoption  of  Minutes  from  the  October  14,  2008  Subcommittee  Meeting  [ACTION] 

4.  Consideration  of  Amendments  to  Rule  4.A.9  [ACTION] 
***Also  Appears  on  11/25/08  Commission  Calendar 

5.  Consideration  of  Amendments  to  Rule  4.A.1 1  and  Proposed  Rule  4.A.13  [ACTION] 
***Also  Appears  on  1 1/25/08  Commission  Calendar 

6.  Consideration  of  Amendments  to  Rule  4.  A.  10  [ACTION] 
***Also  Appears  on  1 1/25/08  Commission  Calendar 

7.  Consideration  of  Goals  for  Rules  Subcommittee  for  Next  Few  Months  [DISCUSSION 
AND  POSSIBLE  ACTION] 

8.  Adjournment 


ACCESSIBLE  MEETING  POLICY 

Accessible  seating  for  persons  with  disabilities  (including  those  using  wheelchairs)  will  be 

available. 
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Members  of  the  public  who  wish  to  listen  to,  and/or  participate  in  this  meeting  but  are  unable  to 
physically  attend,  may  call  the  Taxi  Commission  Bridge  Line  at  (415)  554-9632.  Call  after  6:30 
pm  and  a  staff  person  will  handle  requests  to  speak  at  the  appropriate  times  on  the  agenda. 


Upon  request,  American  Sign  Language  interpreters  and/or  sound  enhancement  systems  will  be 
available.  Please  contact  the  Taxi  Commission  at  (415)  503-2180,  at  least  72  hours  prior  to  the 
meeting.  Late  requests  will  be  honored  if  possible. 


Upon  request,  minutes  of  meetings  are  available  in  alternative  formats.  If  you  require  the  use  of  a 
reader  during  a  meeting,  please  contact  the  Taxi  Commission  at  (415)  503-2180,  at  least  72  hours 
prior  to  the  meeting.  Late  request  will  be  honored  if  possible.  Individuals  with  severe  allergies, 
environmental  illness,  multiple  chemical  sensitivity  or  related  disabilities  may  call  the  Taxi 
Commission  at  (415)  503-2180  to  discuss  meeting  accessibility.  In  order  to  assist  the  City's 
efforts  to  accommodate  such  people,  attendees  at  public  meetings  are  reminded  that  other 
attendees  may  be  sensitive  to  various  chemical  based  products.  Please  help  the  City  to 
accommodate  these  individuals. 


The  closest  accessible  BART  station  is  located  in  the  Civic  Center  at  Market  and  Eighth  Streets. 
Accessible  MUNI  lines  serving  this  location  are  Nos.  42  and  90.  For  information  about  MUNI 
accessible  services,  call  (415)  923-6142. 


Accessible  parking  is  available  at  the  following  locations:  two  (2)  designated  blue  curb  spaces  on 
the  southwest  corner  of  McAllister  Street  at  Van  Ness  Avenue;  and  the  Performing  Arts  Garage 
(entrance  on  Grove  Street  between  Franklin  and  Gough  Streets,  immediately  behind  the  San 
Francisco  War  Memorial  and  Performing  Arts  Center). 


KNOW  YOUR  RIGHTS  UNDER  THE  SUNSHINE 

ORDINANCE 
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A  meeting  is  a  public  forum  and  broad  reign  must  be  given  to  a  speaker's  right  to  self-expression. 
A  member  of  the  public  has  the  right  to  criticize  the  policy  body's  programs,  practices,  policies 
and  services,  as  well  as  its  members  and  staff.  The  presiding  officer  nonetheless  may  reasonably 
confine  a  speaker's  comments  to  the  agenda  item  being  addressed  or,  for  general  public  comment, 
to  the  subject  matter  jurisdiction  of  the  policy  body. 


A  policy  body  has  the  power  to  adopt  reasonable  rules  and  regulations  relating  to  public 
comment.  Govt.  Code  Section  54954.3(b);  Admin  Code  Section  67.15(c).  The  Sunshine 
Ordinance  requires  all  policy  bodies  to  allow  each  member  of  the  public  to  speak  once  on  each 
calendar  item  for  up  to  three  minutes.  Admin.  Code  Section  67.15.  The  policy  body  may  limit 
public  comment  on  an  agenda  item  to  less  than  three  minutes  per  speaker,  based  on  such  factors  as 
the  nature  of  the  agenda  item,  the  number  of  anticipated  speakers  for  that  item,  and  the  number 
and  anticipated  duration  of  other  agenda  items. 


Government's  duty  is  to  serve  the  public,  reaching  its  decision  in  full  view  of  the  public. 
Commissions,  boards,  councils  and  other  agencies  of  the  City  and  County  exist  to  conduct  the 
people 's  business.  The  Sunshine  Ordinance  assures  that  deliberations  are  conducted  before  the 
people  and  that  City  operations  are  open  to  the  people 's  review.  For  more  information  on  your 
rights  under  the  Sunshine  Ordinance  (Chapter  67  of  the  San  Francisco  Administrative  Code)  or  to 
report  a  violation  of  the  ordinance,  contact  Adele  Destro,  Interim  Administrator  by  mail  to 
Sunshine  Ordinance  Task  force,  City  Hall,  1  Dr.  Carlton  B.  Goodlett  Place,  Room  244,  by  phone 
at  (415)  554-7724,  by  fax  at  (415)  554-7854  or  by  e-mail  at  sot j@s fsov.org 


Citizens  interested  in  obtaining  a  copy  of  the  Sunshine  Ordinance  can  request  a  copy  from  Ms. 
Adele  Destro  or  by  printing  Chapter  67  of  the  San  Francisco  Administrative  Code  on  the  Internet, 
at  http://www.amlegal.com/sanfran/viewcode.htm 


SAN  FRANCISCO  LOBBYIST  ORDINANCE 

Attention:  Individuals  and  entities  that  influence  or  attempt  to  influence  local  legislative  or 
administrative  action  may  be  required  by  the  San  Francisco  Lobbyist  Ordinance  [SF  Campaign  iV. 
Governmental  Conduct  Code  §  2.100]  to  register  and  report  lobbying  activity.  For  more 
information  about  the  Lobbyist  Ordinance,  please  contact  the  San  Francisco  Lthics  Commission  at 
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30  Van  Ness  Avenue,  Suite  3900,  San  Francisco,  CA  94102;  telephone  (415)  581-2300;  fax  (415) 
581-2317;  web  site:  sfRov.org/ethics. 


WARNING 

The  ringing  of  and  use  of  cell  phones,  pagers,  and  similar  sound-producing 
devices  are  prohibited  at  this  meeting.  Please  be  advised  that  the  Chair  may 
order  the  removal  from  the  meeting  room  of  any  person(s)  responsible  for  the 
ringing  or  use  of  a  cell  phone,  pager,  or  other  similar  sound  producing 
electronic  devices.  ( San  Francisco  Administrative  Code,  sec.  67A.1) 

Explore: 

•  SFMTA  Board 

•  SFMTA  CAC 

•  Transit  Meetings 

•  Bicycle  Meetings 

•  Livable  Streets 

•  Taxi  Meetings 

•  Walk  Meetings 

•  Parking  Meetings 

•  Traffic  Meetings 

•  All  SFMTA 
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The  San  Francisco  Municipal  Transportation  Agency  (SFMTA)  manages  transportation  in  San 
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lunicipal  Transportation  Agency 


SFMTA  home  >  About  Us  >  Meetings  >  Taxicab  Commission  >  November  20,  2008  Rules  and 
Regulations  Subcommittee 


Rules  and  Regulations  Subcommittee 

MINUTES 
November  20,  2008 
City  Hall,l  Dr.  Carlton  B.  Goodlett  Place 
Room  408 

Present:  Breslin,  Oneto,  Gillespie 
Absent:  None 
Called  meeting  at  9:43  pm 

1.  Call  to  Order/Roll  Call :  Quorum 

2.  General  Public  Comment  (Please  limit  public  comment  to  items  not  on  the  agenda): 


GOVERNMENT 
DOCUMENTS  DEPT 

JAN  26  2012 

SAN  FRANCISCO 
PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


•  Charles  Rathbone:  I  appreciate  this  forum  and  the  good  work  that  the  commissioners 
and  staff  has  done.  I  hope  going  into  the  MTA  we  have  the  same  opportunity  to  be  heard. 

•  Marty  Smith:  The  rules  committee  is  a  great  thing  and  Jordanna  has  done  good  work. 
Luxor  needs  15  fleet  medallions;  we  want  health  care  and  new  vehicles.  We  need  the 
help  to  run  the  business.  Thank  you  for  everything. 

3.  Adoption  of  Minutes  from  the  October  14,  2008  Subcommittee  Meeting  |  ACTION)  : 

Adopted  without  objection 

Com  Breslin:  Minutes  are  a  great  reference  to  go  back  to  when  we  consider  goals. 

4.  Consideration  of  Amendments  to  Rule  4.A.9  (ACTION) 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  I  reviewed  the  past  minutes  from  these  hearings  and  I  put  together 
resolutions  from  your  different  opinions  on  these  rules.  I  attached  those  to  the  memo 
describing  some  of  the  old  comments  and  issues  around  each  one. 
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•  Com  Gillespie:  This  is  under  the  Medallion  Holder  section?  Will  this  be  under  the  Color 
Scheme  section?  Who  is  going  to  be  responsible? 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  In  the  case  of  a  Pre-K  it  would  be  the  Color  Scheme.  Theoretically  it's  the 
Color  Scheme  that  should  control  it.  As  for  Post-K  the  actual  medallion  holder  should  be 
responsible  if  they  are  really  driving. 

•  Com  Breslin:  We  need  to  document  that  it  used  to  be  the  old  number.  So  people  can 
check  from  old  rule  to  new  rule. 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  It's  a  policy  decision. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  I'm  not  comfortable  with  passing  the  rule  of  place  a  business  to  the  cab 
being  able  to  park  on  the  street.  The  cab  should  be  parked  in  a  garage. 

•  Com  Breslin:  The  protection  about  those  things  is  going  to  be  kept  in  the  cab  is  in  the 
rule  book.  To  specify  that  they  must  be  in  a  garage  should  be  a  city  issue. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  I  know  personally  I  get  calls  from  cabs  being  parked  in  neighborhoods.  I 
don't  want  to  go  towards  a  situation  where  people  are  shift  changing  everywhere.  I  want 
to  recognize  reality  but  not  set  a  trend  where  nobody  has  to  shift  change  or  park  in  a 
garage. 

Public  Comment 

•  Charles  Rathbone:  We  should  definitely  go  with  the  cabs  changing  shifts  at  the  cab 
companies.  We  have  some  concerns  about  the  medallion  holders  ensuring  that  there 
waybills  are  being  turned  in.  The  Medallion  Holder  has  designated  the  Color  Scheme  as 
their  agent.  Keep  in  mind  that  some  of  the  Medallion  Holders  are  not  able  to  meet  that 
requirement. 

•  Jim  Gillespie:  I  think  there  should  be  enough  space  available  that  cabs  can  change  shifts 
on-site.  I  don't  want  cabs  parking  on  the  streets.  Changing  shifts  at  a  location  and  not 
parking  is  okay,  but  it's  a  small  percentage.  It's  not  going  to  happen  with  our  gate  and 
gas  cabs  because  they  have  to  come  back.  I  like  the  consideration  to  change  shifts  in  the 
city. 

•  Marty  Smith:  I  tend  to  think  that  at  the  end  of  every  shift  cabs  should  show  up  with  their 
waybills.  You  can  get  a  permit  right  now  to  park  your  cab  in  your  garage.  The  Police 
Department  will  come  out  and  okay  it  but  the  fact  still  remains  that  the  waybills  and  lost 
property  should  be  turned  in  at  the  end  of  every  shift. 

•  Barry  Korengold:  Cab  drivers  should  be  able  to  change  shifts  on  city  streets.  Some  of 
these  cab  companies  are  not  in  safe  neighborhoods.  You  can  leave  a  cab  for  4  hours 
anyhow  just  not  for  24  hours. 
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•  Com  Gillespie:  What  if  you  park  at  your  house  on  28th  and  Ortega  and  the  next  person 
driving  has  to  pick  up  the  vehicle  in  the  sunset. 

•  Com  Oneto:  I'm  more  in  favor  of  keeping  the  cab  shift  changing  at  the  business  premise. 
The  city  is  only  47  square  miles;  you  don't  have  to  drive  a  great  distance.  I'm  in  favor  of 
keeping  it  the  way  it  is. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  I  agree. 

•  Com  Breslin:  When  you  say  "as  is"  you  want  to  see  it  the  way  it  is? 

•  Com  Oneto:  Yes 

•  Com  Gillespie:  How  many  applications  do  we  have  for  shift  changing? 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  They  have  always  sent  these  applications  before  the  commission.  Ronald 
Brother  medallion  holder  349  wanted  to  park  at  Fox  Plaza  and  the  commission  said  no 
because  it  was  a  residential  parking  lot.  We've  tried  to  work  with  him  to  get  a  good 
solution.  We  have  not  had  that  many  applications. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  How  many  cabs  do  you  think  are  shift  changing  off  property  and  not 
turning  in  waybills? 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  I  think  most  of  them  are  Affiliates.  They  never  have  time  stamps  on  their 
waybills.  Town  90  and  86  are  parking  on  Eagle  Street,  I  get  pictures  everyday. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  Are  we  accepting  waybills  without  timestamps  as  valid? 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  We  often  have  waybills  submitted  without  timestamps.  Smaller  companies 
have  time  clocks,  time  stamps  or  computers.  This  is  why  we  want  to  get  some  type  of 
standardized  log  in  system. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  For  their  gates  and  gas  but  not  for  the  long  term  leases. 

•  Com  Breslin:  We  will  move  this  to  the  commission  with  both  the  old  and  new  for 
discussion  and  action. 

5.     Consideration  of  Amendments  to  Rule  4.A.11  and  Proposed  Rule  4.A.13  [ACTION) 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  This  rule  was  designed  so  that  you  would  know  a  Post-K  Medallion  Holder 
was  gone  and  wasn't  driving. 

•  Com  Breslin:  Do  you  remember  what  the  vote  was  on  this  for  this  committee. 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  You  guys  liked  the  language  under  the  amendment  part.  Commissioner 
Oneto  and  Gillespie  still  want  to  know  what's  going  on. 

•  Com  Breslin:  Complying  with  the  driving  requirement. 
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•  Dir  Thigpen:  That's  4A10  which  is  item  6,  this  is  notification  of  absence. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  Isn't  this  rule  derived  from  Prop  K  itself? 

•  Marty  Smith:  Municipal  Police  Code. 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  The  idea  that  someone  would  take  off  for  30  days. 

•  Com  Oneto:  This  is  all  Post  K  medallions.  With  Post  K  they  are  managing  a  city  asset. 
The  idea  was  to  be  able  to  contact  them  should  their  be  an  issue  with  that  medallion 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  We  have  several  people  right  now  and  we  don't  know  where  they  are.  We 
are  trying  to  track  them  down. 

•  Com  Oneto:  If  you  are  managing  a  city  asset  this  is  something  that  all  San  Franciscans 
own.  The  city  should  be  able  to  contact  the  individuals  who  are  managing  a  city  asset. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  30  days  or  more.  If  he  has  driven  his  requirement,  why  do  they  have  to 
tell  us  when  they  go  on  vacation? 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  What  if  something  happens  with  that  medallion,  how  do  we  get  in  touch 
with  them? 

•  Com  Breslin:  For  the  sake  of  privacy,  we  need  to  strike  out,  out  of  the  country  or  if  they 
are  gone  more  than  30  days.  We  only  need  to  know  how  to  reach  them,  not  where  they 
are. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  This  is  a  legacy  of  bankruptcy  of  the  70's.  I  don't  see  a  need  for  the 
Medallion  Holders  to  let  us  know  where  they  are  if  they  have  finished  their  requirement. 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  Right  now  that  requirement  is  only  under  the  drivers  section.  Each 
Medallion  Holder  designates  the  color  scheme  and  an  agency  for  service  of  process.  If  we 
need  to  give  them  an  official  letter  if  we  can  send  it  to  their  color  scheme. 

•  Com  Breslin:  We  could  keep  it  with  4A13.  If  we  put  those  together  it  may  be  cleaner. 

•  Com  Oneto:  This  is  a  Municipal  Police  Code  that  they  have  to  notify? 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  Paul  is  saying  that  the  policy  is  grounded  in  the  Municipal  Police  Code. 
This  rule  is  just  its  own. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  That  sentence  is  actually  in  Prop  K  if  I'm  not  mistaken.  But  with  Prop  A 
now,  Prop  K  is  subject  to  revision  if  we  even  go  there. 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  Let's  say  that  a  one  man  color  scheme  is  going  away  for  60  days  and  they 
can't  get  any  drivers.  Then  they  can  notify  a  city  agency  to  let  them  know  their  cab  will 
be  off  the  streets. 
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•  Com  Oneto:  There  is  a  section  about  abandoning  the  business.  Upon  abandonment  of  a 
business  for  more  than  10  consecutive  days  the  permit  can  be  revoked.  The  Medallion 
Holder  will  notify  the  police  and  not  abandon  the  business  and  there  forfeiting  the 
permit.  I  think  this  is  where  all  of  this  came  from.  This  is  to  protect  rather  than  to 
penalize  them  so  they  don't  lose  this  permit.  Section  4,  continuous  operation,  that's  got  to 
be  where  it's  from. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  As  long  as  we  have  some  way  to  contact  them,  they  don't  need  to  tell  us 
where  and  when  as  long  as  they  met  their  driving  requirement. 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  This  might  be  crazy  but  what  if  there  is  a  rule  if  they  notify  the  commission 
when  they  have  finished  their  requirement. 

•  Com  Breslin:  I  thought  the  Color  Scheme  was  responsible  for  getting  this  info  to  the 
TXC 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  They  send  it  to  the  Tax  Collector  and  the  Taxi  Detail,  this  is  a  daily 
process.  I  would  rather  the  Medallion  Holders  retain  personal  responsibility  of  keeping 
their  records  up  to  date. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  The  A-card  holders  tell  us  when  they  change  their  address.  If  there  is 
going  to  be  a  temporary  change  that  should  go  to  the  color  scheme. 

•  Com  Breslin:  Because  of  what  you  just  said,  after  the  first  paragraph  of  4A13;  we  should 
put  that  last  sentence  that  they  have  to  let  the  Color  Scheme  know  there  contact  info,  it's 
all  about  address. 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  I'll  type  up  a  new  one,  I  agree  with  that  subject  matter  of  keeping 
everything  together. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  We  are  not  asking  for  the  info  about  them  "personally"  being  away. 

•  Com  Breslin:  The  reason  has  to  be  there. 

•  Com  Oneto:  I  don't  think  we  can  change  rules  that  are  in  Prop  K. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  We  can't,  but  we  can  recommend  it  to  MTA. 

•  Com  Oneto:  As  for  as  record  keeping  the  record  keeping  that  is  up  to  the  Medallion 
Holder. 

Public  Comment 

•  Mark  Gruberg:  these  points  to  some  of  the  minor  problems  in  Prop  K  that  can  be 
addressed  by  the  MTA  without  doing  injury.  The  10  day  abandonment  could  be 
constructed  to  say  "you  have  abandoned  the  taxi  industry".  Perhaps  there  should  be  a  rule 
that  clarifies  that.  The  other  problematic  rule  is  the  one  about  the  cab  being  operated 
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everyday  the  further  language  to  the  extent  to  provide  service.  But  it  really  points  to  the 
single  shift  drivers.  There  are  larger  questions  that  the  MTA  should  get  to. 

•  Charles  Rathbone:  Medallion  Holders  and  drivers  should  always  submit  a  change  of 
address  to  Taxi  Commission.  Medallion  Holders  going  away  on  vacation  is  nobodies 
business.  Contact  info  should  be  sufficient.  We  are  into  some  pretty  unusual  times  now; 
it's  possible  that  people  will  have  problems. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  If  one  of  your  permit  holders  goes  to  another  country,  what  do  you  do? 

•  Charles  Rathbone:  We  at  least  once  a  year  require  everyone  to  update  their  contact  info. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  Does  Green  cab  do  that? 

•  Mark  Gruberg:  A-Cards  and  DMV  printouts  will  be  requested. 

•  Chris  Sweis:  I  usually  get  their  email  address  or  contact  of  a  friend  or  relative.  We  have 
a  larger  company;  there  is  too  much  money  at  risk  to  not  operate. 

•  Mark  Gruberg:  Green  cab  is  an  entirely  gas  and  gates  company. 

•  Marty  Smith:  The  90  day  rule  is  out  of  the  Municipal  Police  Code.  All  the  rules  in  the 
Rules  and  Regulations  are  out  of  the  Municipal  Police  Code.  Taxicab  permits  have  never 
not  been  apart  of  city  property.  Before  someone  goes  on  vacation,  there  are  logs  that 
people  fill  in  which  Tom  Stanghellini  maintains  and  knows  what  the  schedules  are.  Even 
with  the  days  off  you  have  to  put  in  for  it. 

•  Com  Breslin:  Emergency  contact  information,  does  anyone  have  a  problem  with  keeping 
emergency  contact  information  updated  all  the  time? 

•  Mark  Gruberg:  If  I  go  away  for  a  weekend,  do  I  have  to  let  someone  know? 

•  Com  Breslin:  It  goes  the  opposite  way;  you  don't  have  to  let  people  know  where  you're 
going.  Emergency  contact  info  doesn't  change  on  a  daily  basis. 

•  Com  Oneto:  How  many  cab  drivers  don't  have  cell  phones?  If  you're  just  going  to 
Eureka,  your  cell  phone  will  work. 

•  Mark  Gruberg:  Our  Company  has  about  three  people  who  don't  have  cell  phones. 

•  Com  Breslin:  I'm  willing  to  leave  it  at  30  days.  We  should  be  able  to  reach  you. 

•  Mark  Georgio:  I  think  that  Medallion  Holders  want  to  be  reachable.  There  is  an 
uncertainty  issue  that  I'm  not  sure  about  how  to  resolve.  I  think  we  should  just  remove  a 
layer  that  is  not  needed. 

•  Com  Breslin:  The  one  change  id  like  to  see  is  putting  the  contact  info  in  with  4A13,  but 
the  language  of  what  we  are  going  to  put  forward  "as  is" 
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•  Com  Oneto:  I'm  not  opposed  to  those  changes.  What  I  would  like  to  see  is  who  is 
responsible  for  the  contact. 

•  Com  Breslin:  When  you  say  change,  you're  not  opposed  to  the  Color  Scheme  is 
providing  it? 

•  Com  Oneto:  Then  its  ok,  I  don't  need  to  know  where  the  Medallion  Holder  is.  As  long  as 
a  Color  Scheme  is  the  agent  for  process,  I  don't  need  to  know  anything. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  Make  a  separate  rule  that  states  this  information  needs  to  be  on  file  with 
the  Color  Scheme.  Then  we  will  get  rid  of  it  anywhere  else  it  shows  up. 

•  Com  Breslin:  I'm  in  favor  of  that. 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  The  packet  is  already  done. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  Before  Tuesday  you  are  going  to  prepare  something? 

•  Com  Breslin:  If  we  make  amendments  now,  is  it  better  to  put  forward  what's  there  or 
make  changes  verbally  at  the  commission. 

•  Tom  Owen:  When  you  get  to  the  commission  meeting  Tuesday,  you  have  to  start  with 
what's  on  the  agenda  and  then  introduce. 

•  Com  Oneto:  Is  that  part  of  making  the  Color  Scheme  an  agent  for  process? 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  It's  in  this  rule.  I  can  also  add  in  another  rule  in  the  Color  Scheme  section. 
That  would  have  to  be  voted  on  Dec  9th. 

•  Com  Breslin:  We  can  put  this  under  the  Medallion  Holder  action. 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  I'll  draft  everything  up  and  bring  them  that  night. 
6.     Consideration  of  Amendments  to  Rule  4.A.10  [ACTION] 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  This  is  the  "drive  you  own  cab"  rule.  With  this  rule  there  have  been  mixed 
feelings.  There  was  a  high  profile  case  with  an  individual  who  didn't  drive  his  own  cab 
and  was  brought  up  on  administrative  charges.  There's  been  much  discussion  on 
comments  from  the  year  2000.  Lots  of  misrepresentation  and  the  rule  make  sense  in  some 
regard.  It  seems  like  the  rule  can  be  amended  to  say,  "They  should  drive  their  own 
taxicab  if  it's  available".  Color  schemes  like  the  idea  of  "if  available". 

•  Com  Oneto:  Going  back  to  when  we  had  this  discussion  before,  I  heard  from  the  industry 
that  this  doesn't  happen  on  a  regular  basis. 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  The  rule  is  the  rule,  there  are  no  percentages.  I  am  not  going  to  give  a 
percentage. 


http://www.sfmta.com/cms/ctaxicomrn/98012_08.html 


1/26/2012 


Taxi  Commission  November  20,  2008  Rules  and  Regulations  Subcommittee 


Page  8  of  12 


•  Com  Breslin:  It's  too  administratively  impractical. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  This  language  gives  enough  leeway.  The  intent  of  the  commission  is  to 
allow  some  flexibility.  In  Prop  K  the  language  says  "under  any  permit  that  is  issued  to 
you"  it  pretty  much  says  that  you  have  to  drive  your  own  cab.  I  think  this  language  allows 
the  city  the  maximum  amount  of  service.  I  think  this  rule  is  fine  as  its  written  now;  no  one 
will  lose  their  medallion. 

•  Com  Breslin:  Because  of  the  long  standard.  I'd  be  more  satisfied  with  a  definition  of 
"unavailable". 

•  Com  Gillespie:  Unavailable  means  it's  not  in  yet  from  the  day  shift? 

•  Com  Breslin:  I  would  leave  it  as  unavailable. 

•  Com  Oneto:  What  were  your  reasons? 

•  Com  Breslin:  Unavailable  either,  already  in  use,  being  repaired  or  out  of  service. 
Public  Comment 

•  Charles  Rathbone:  Keep  a  minimum  or  percentage.  If  you  allow  this  language  of 
"unavailable"  it  will  create  a  control  issue.  You  shouldn't  do  that;  you  can  end  up  putting 
more  authority  under  the  cab  dispatch  at  4am  when  management  is  not  available. 

•  Com  Breslin:  Could  you  clarify  control  issue? 

•  Charles  Rathbone:  If  the  cab  is  "unavailable"  we  would  rather  have  the  cab  go  to  the 
medallion  holder  and  they  would  argue  with  the  dispatchers. 

•  Com  Breslin:  Does  the  Color  Scheme  always  know  when  the  Medallion  Holder  is 
coming  to  drive  the  shift,  are  they  scheduled? 

•  Charles  Rathbone:  Yes. 

•  Com  Breslin:  I  think  that's  an  internal  problem  with  the  Color  Scheme.  When  a 
Medallion  Holder  doesn't  want  to  drive  a  vehicle  because  it's  so  bad. 

•  Chris  Sweis:  I  think  this  issue  is  a  little  more  that  what  is  made  of  it.  It's  a  deeper  sense 
of  pride  with  Medallion  Holders;  they  want  to  drive  their  own  cab  or  vehicle  number.  In 
terms  of  having  them  driving  for  maintenance  of  their  cab,  which  is  incumbent  on  the 
color  scheme  to  make  sure  it's  in  properly  working  order. 

•  Mark  Gruberg:  I  think  "unavailable"  is  too  much  for  use.  It  requires  all  kinds  of  caveats 
as  to  what  is  unavailable  is.  Enforcement  will  be  a  disaster.  I  agree  with  Charles,  a 
percentage  rule  is  far  similar  the  big  elephant  here  is  the  long  term  leasing  of  K 
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medallions.  Its  going  to  be  very  controversial  you  are  opening  the  door  to  it,  you  have  to 
make  some  change. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  If  you  want  us  to  give  some  flexibility  we  should  make  a  percentage. 

•  Mark  Gruberg:  I  like  the  percentage  idea  myself.  From  2000  when  Simpson  had  the 
conversation,  the  rule  did  exist.  So  it  was  a  bit  of  a  shock  to  have  it  re-interpreted. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  Why  is  this  issue  so  important  that  you  shouldn't  be  required  to  drive 
your  own? 

•  Mark  Georgio:  Its  enforcing  it  right  up  to  100% 

•  Com  Gillespie:  What  is  the  percentage  you  don't  driver  you  own  cab? 

•  Mark  Georgio:  10-20  percent  I  don't  drive  my  own  cab. 

•  Com  Breslin:  Why  wouldn't  you  drive  your  own  cab,  what  reason? 

•  Mark  Georgio:  I  don't  have  a  time  specific  as  to  when  I  don't  come  in  and  the  dispatcher 
has  already  put  that  vehicle  out.  I  don't  mind  driving  another  cab. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  So  you  are  happy  with  75%  of  a  time? 

•  Mark  Georgio:  Yes,  even  50%.  I  think  that  100%  would  be  a  problem. 

•  Marty  Smith:  This  should  only  be  done  with  gates  and  gas.  When  someone  comes  in 
early  and  they  can  get  the  cab  out  early.  Every  waybill  should  be  counted  because  he  did 
drive.  It's  only  for  the  good  of  the  public  that  this  is  being  done.  It  should  be  not  a  long 
term  lease,  only  gate  and  gas. 

•  Barry  Korengold:  It  should  say  when  available  at  a  percentage  of  50%.  I  think  most 
medallion  holders  would  prefer  to  drive  their  own  cab.  I  was  anxious  to  drive  my  own 
cab  because  I  make  sure  it's  in  good  condition.  Whatever  cab  I  have  I  would  keep  it  up 
and  drive  whenever  I  could 

•  Jim  Gillespie:  Why  do  we  need  to  change  this  rule;  most  K  holders  drive  their  own  cab. 
On  a  daily  bases  It's  the  reality,  things  happen.  From  a  service  stand  point  just  run  their 
business.  Most  guys  want  to  driver  their  own  cab. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  If  available  or  percentage  to  fulfill  your  driving  requirement? 

•  Jim  Gillespie:  I  wouldn't  go  with  percentage.  I  just  don't  see  it  happening. 

•  Com  Oneto:  If  you  never  have  to  drive  your  own  medallion,  a  medallion  holder  can  give 
his  medallion  to  a  broker,  and  now  you  have  no  way  of  monitoring  what's  going  on  with 
that  medallion.  If  we  make  a  rule  that  monitored  the  change  I'm  fine. 
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•  Com  Gillespie:  Unavailable  shouldn't  mean  brokered. 

•  Com  Breslin:  Can  we  add  that  as  a  definition  to  "unavailable"  as  it  applies  to  long  term 
leases? 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  The  issue  of  brokers  and  leases  and  needs  to  be  resolved  before  it  gets  to 
MTA.  I  think  it's  fair  to  say  you  are  going  to  be  looking  at  that  issue.  For  the  record  I'm 
opposed  to  a  percentage. 

•  Com  Breslin:  I  agree,  I'm  totally  opposed  to  it  as  well. 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  We  won't  enforce  action  against  people. 

•  Com  Breslin:  If  we  are  not  going  to  vote  on  leases  for  the  next  couple  months,  it  will  be 
punitive  to  medallion  holders  or  public  service. 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  No  one  will  be  cited  for  it. 

•  Com  Breslin:  All  shifts  will  be  counted  towards  the  driving  requirement? 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  We  are  not  going  to  have  time  to  do  an  audit,  prior  to  the  end  of  the  year. 

•  Com  Breslin:  All  hours  will  be  counted  regardless  of  cab? 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  I  can't  make  a  blanket  statement. 

•  Com  Breslin:  This  is  why  I  want  this  rule  addressed,  that's  the  route  we  should  go.  I 
want  it  to  go  forward  to  the  commission. 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  Some  people  drive  spares,  repeatedly.  I'm  not  going  to  go  looking  for 
people.  I  can't  make  that  assessment,  and  say  everyone's  waybills  will  be  counted.  There 
might  be  other  problems. 

•  Com  Breslin:  I  would  like  this  to  stay  on  the  agenda  if  possible. 

7.  Consideration  of  Goals  for  Rules  Subcommittee  for  Next  Few  Months  [DISCUSSION 
AND  POSSIBLE  ACTION] 

•  Com  Gillespie:  We  should  be  getting  rules  considered  and  done  with. 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  Long  term  leases  and  brokering. 

•  Com  Breslin:  Are  you  saying  workers  compensation  should  be  moved  over?  If  we  are 
not  hearing  the  speaker  we  do  not  need  to  handle  this  in  such  a  short  period. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  Our  rules  in  place  now  are  serving  us  well. 

•  Com  Breslin:  We  haven't  even  gotten  to  the  drivers  section.  Such  as  driver  training. 
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•  Dir  Thigpen:  Rather  than  going  thru  it  rule  by  rule,  we  should  go  through  the  "rule  of 
conduct". 

•  Com  Breslin:  Physicals  and  drug  testing  can  be  possibly  touched  on. 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  It's  bi-annual,  every  two  years. 

•  Com  Breslin:  I  would  like  to  see  this  rule  go  through  and  talk  about  leases. 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  Two  rules;  having  1095s  every  year  in  person. 

•  Com  Breslin:  I  think  that's  such  a  volatile  issue. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  That  is  a  big  issue  that  Nat  has  to  deal  with.  I  think  Dir  Thigpen  is 
saying  that  everyone  else  has  to  file  annually,  why  is  it  a  3  time  cycle  for  permit  holders 
and  not  drivers. 

•  Com  Breslin:  We  should  only  have  pre-k's  do  a  notary  for  their  1095. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  I'm  for  making  separate  rules  for  pre  and  post  k  holders. 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  Drivers  showing  DMV  print  outs  to  get  their  A-Card. 

•  Marty  Smith:  Insurance  requires  us  to  annually  get  DMV  printouts  from  drivers. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  We  need  a  penalty  structure  for  the  clean  air  taxi. 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  We  talked  about  it  at  the  June  and  July  Taxi  Commission  hearing  and  you 
guys  did  vote  on  penalties  for  Board  of  Supervisors.  We  can  just  re-visit  it  and  make  sure 
they  are  relevant.  As  for  Color  Scheme  changes,  you  may  want  to  set  some  parameters 
for  rejecting  or  put  a  change  on  a  probationary. 

Public  Comment 

•  Marty  Smith:  EER,  the  economy  is  gone  off  the  roof;  we  have  more  and  more  people 
applying  to  drive  cabs  everyday.  We  are  going  to  need  the  jobs. 

•  Mark  Gruberg:  I  would  urge  you  to  look  at  workers  compensation.  Simply  cut  the  knot 
and  put  in  a  requirement  to  serve  the  airport  we  must  have  workers  compensation. 

•  Com  Breslin:  There  is  a  10  day  noticing  requirement  for  these  types  of  rules. 

•  Barry  Korengold:  I  would  suggest  a  bi-annual  physical;  it  costs  a  lot  of  money. 

•  Com  Breslin:  I  would  suggest  that  we  all  look  at  the  drivers  section  to  discuss  for  the 
next  meeting. 
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8.  Adjournment.  11:36pm 
Explore: 

•  SFMTA  Board 

•  SFMTA  CAC 

•  Transit  Meetings 

•  Bicycle  Meetings 

•  Livable  Streets 

•  Taxi  Meetings 

•  Walk  Meetings 

•  Parking  Meetings 

•  Traffic  Meetings 

•  All  SFMTA 
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2010 
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Rules  and  Regulations  Subcommittee 


AGENDA 


December  9, 2008  at  12:30  p.m.  GOVERNMENT 

DOCUMENTS  DEPT 


City  Hall,l  Dr.  Carlton  B.  Goodlett  Place 
Room  408 

1.  Call  to  Order/Roll  Call 


JAN  2  6  201? 


SAN  FRANCISCO 
PUBLIC  LIBRARY 

2.  General  Public  Comment  (Please  limit  public  comment  to  items  not  on  the  agenda) 


3.  Adoption  of  Minutes  from  the  November  20,  2008  Subcommittee  Meeting  [ACTION] 
***Continued  to  next  Rules  Meeting 

4.  Consideration  of  Amendments  to  Rule  5.H.3  of  the  Taxicab/Ramped  Taxi  Rules  & 
Regulations  [ACTION] 

***Also  Appears  on  12/09/08  Commission  Calendar 

5.  Consideration  of  Amendments  to  Rule  5.H.4  [ACTION] 


*  *  * 


Also  Appears  on  12/09/08  Commission  Calendar 


6.  Consideration  of  Amendments  to  Sections  4.C,  5.K,  and  6.A.1 1  [DISCUSSION  AND 
POSSIBLE  ACTION] 

**  There  are  no  supporting  documents  for  this  item 

7.  Consideration  of  Goals  for  Rules  Subcommittee  for  Next  Few  Months  [DISCUSSION 
AND  POSSIBLE  ACTION] 
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SFMTA      Municipal  Transportation  Agency 


SFMTA  home  >  About  Us  >  Meetings  >  Taxicab  Commission  >  December  9,  2008  Rules  and 
Regulations  Subcommittee 


Rules  and  Regulations  Subcommittee 

MINUTES 
December  9,  2008 
City  Hall,l  Dr.  Carlton  B.  Goodlett  Place 
Room  408 


GOVERNMENT 
DOCUMENTS  DEPT 


Present:  Breslin,  Oneto,  Gillespie 
Absent:  None 
Called  meeting  at  12:43  pm 

1.  Call  to  Order/Roll  Call :  Quorum 

2.  General  Public  Comment  (Please  limit  public  comment  to  items  not  on  the  agenda) 


JAN  2  6  2012 

SAN  FRANCISCO 
PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


•  Rich  Hybels:  Congrats,  you  had  the  precedence  of  having  the  incentives  first.  New  York 
is  having  them  now. 

3.  Adoption  of  Minutes  from  the  November  20,  2008  Subcommittee  Meeting  [ACTION] 

•  Continued  to  next  Rules  meeting. 

4.  Consideration  of  Amendments  to  Rule  5.H.3  of  the  Taxicab/Ramped  Taxi  Rules  & 
Regulations  [ACTION]  ***see  discussion  below 

5.  Consideration  of  Amendments  to  Rule  5.H.4  [ACTION] 

***  Items  4  &  5  were  discussed  together 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  This  appeared  on  the  November  25th  agenda.  If  there  could  be  rosters  on 
record  that  companies  can  hand  over  it  can  facilitate  the  Commission.  This  could  also 
help  the  drivers.  This  would  create  a  lot  of  paperwork.  We  have  the  electronic  space  to 
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store  these  records  if  they  are  emailed  to  us.  It  seems  like  the  larger  companies  can  be 
exempt  or  report  once  a  month. 

•  Com  Breslin:  There's  nothing  requested  on  the  roster  than  what  was  requested  on  the 
roster  before?  The  only  change  we  are  looking  at  is  to  forward  this  roster  to  the  Taxi 
Commission  office. 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  In  Rule  5H4  it's  called  daily  roster  but  it  really  means  schedule.  They  are 
already  keeping  these  records;  it's  not  an  additional  burden  to  them. 

•  Com  Breslin:  New  amended  language  "first  day  of  each  month"  following  the  schedule, 
ahead  or  behind. 

•  Com  Gilllespie:  It  would  have  to  be  after. 

•  Com  Breslin:  The  6  years,  is  that  now  redundant  if  the  Taxi  Commission  will  have  all  the 
schedules? 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  We  could  get  rid  of  that  after  6  years. 

•  Com  Breslin:  I'm  in  favor  of  the  Commission  office  centralizing  this  information. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  5H3  is  a  rule  that  requires  the  companies  to  have  a  list  of  their  current 
drivers.  5H4  is  who  is  driving  a  vehicle  at  any  given  time;  they  are  just  applied  to  the 
color  scheme.  Let's  clarify  roster  vs.  schedule.  We  should  get  rid  of  the  word  roster. 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  That's  why  I  changed  it  in  the  second  one  to  schedule. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  We  should  change  it  to  say,  must  be  updated  every  month  with  deletions 
or  additions. 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  On  the  other  hand  it's  causing  them  to  create  a  new  document. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  I'm  trying  to  avoid  sending  a  list  of  2000  people  with  names  and 
addresses  on  it  through  the  mail. 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  If  we  are  just  talking  about  the  Rosters  they  are  mainly  typed.  Some  of  the 
smaller  companies  such  as  Comfort  Cab  handwrite  it. 

•  Com  Breslin:  Since  the  purpose  is  to  know  the  drivers  of  the  companies,  do  the 
companies  just  use  the  same  roster? 

•  Com  Gillespie:  Everyone  has  a  driver  ID  number.  Once  they  leave  their  number  is 
deleted. 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  We  would  keep  records  to  verify  if  a  driver  has  driven. 

•  Com  Breslin:  Do  we  want  the  home  address,  number  or  contact  information? 
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•  Dir  Thigpen:  This  was  in  the  current  one,  we  could  always  change  it. 

•  Com  Breslin:  This  can  be  used  to  update  your  mailing  records. 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  I  don't  want  to  go  down  that  road  because  it's  not  our  responsibility. 

•  Com  Oneto:  The  only  question  I  have,  does  everyone  do  it  at  the  first  of  the  month  or  the 
end  of  the  week? 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  I  don't  think  every  company  updates  this  by  the  week. 


Public  Comment: 

•  Jim  Gillespie:  The  problem  is  that  people  aren't  following  the  rules.  If  we  are  required 
to  post  and  the  commission  office  is  doing  inspections,  we  wouldn't  be  having  this 
problem.  We  should  have  fines  assessed  for  people  that  are  not  in  compliance  during  spot 
inspections.  I  printed  out  today  a  copy  of  our  roster  that  is  35  pages  long.  For  Yellow  it 
would  be  480  pages  per  day.  I  personally  feel  the  rule  is  fine  and  we  should  enforce.  At 
least  they  can  go  to  the  company  and  find  the  information  that  they  are  looking  for. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  Isn't  it  a  mouse  click  away  to  send  it  to  the  commission?  MTA  will  have 
thirty  three  Color  Schemes  to  deal  with,  and  they  are  not  going  to  want  to  go  out  to  999 
Pennsylvania  to  sift  through  the  documents  or  see  if  someone  is  in  the  trailer.  I 
understand  what  you're  saying  but  in  the  modern  technology  days,  it's  so  easy  to  send 
data.  At  any  point  in  an  investigation  the  city  needs  to  know. 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  Sensitive  to  the  issue  of  the  500  pages,  Yellow  and  Luxor  is  never  a 
problem.  It's  the  people  who  are  fabricating  schedules. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  Do  they  need  to  send  my  information  every  month?  I've  been  driving  for 
Yellow  for  20  years? 

•  Jim  Gillespie:  To  delete  or  add  we  would  have  to  get  a  new  system 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  In  5H4,  we  can  say  if  companies  have  GPS  they  can  be  exempt. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  Theoretically  this  can  be  resolved  by  the  paratransit  debit  card  system. 

•  Jim  Gillespie:  It  still  takes  time  for  someone  to  put  this  together. 

•  Com  Breslin:  When  you  update  your  rosters,  do  you  delete  that  person?  Where  is  the 
prior  record? 
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•  Jim  Gillespie:  Everyone  has  a  4  digit  ID  number  and  when  he  leaves  in  the  computer  he 
becomes  R  plus  the  4  digit  number  which  is  considered  retired.  We  don't  delete  them  we 
just  retire  them. 

•  Com  Breslin:  I  want  to  make  sure  all  companies  are  following  that  practice. 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  If  they  do  it  once  a  month  will  they  do  four? 

•  Com  Oneto:  Do  you  do  this  on  the  first  of  the  month  or  the  end  of  the  month. 

•  Jim  Gillespie:  This  is  updated  by  the  minute. 

•  Com  Oneto:  How  busy  are  your  people  on  the  first  of  the  month.  We  know  the 
companies  that  do  what  they  supposed  to  do.  If  we  just  make  a  fine  it  doesn't  help  the 
drivers.  If  you  go  to  the  Board  of  Appeals  they  want  to  know  if  we  treat  everyone 
equally.  If  we  don't  do  it  with  you  we  wont  be  able  to  do  it  with  the  small  ones  either. 

•  Jim  Gillespie:  Let's  say  we  start  this  rule,  a  year  from  now,  they  are  going  to  go  through 
these  entire  disks  and  I'm  still  going  to  get  a  call.  When  they  need  it  we  can  send  it,  it 
would  be  more  effective  that  way. 

•  Com  Oneto:  There  are  places  we  are  going  to  call,  and  they  won't  have  this  information. 

•  Jim  Gillespie:  I  would  rather  see  fines  put  in  place  to  let  people  know  that  we  are  serious. 

•  Com  Breslin:  In  6  years  all  this  information  will  be  centralized  at  the  commission  office. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  If  we  can  make  it  as  simple  and  electronic  as  possible,  I  support  this 
change. 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  What  if  there  was  a  statement  that  said,  "Companies  with  computerized 
GPS  would  be  able  to  store  this  at  their  principal  place  of  business"  in  5H4. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  Historical  records  need  to  be  available  to  our  office  that  cannot  be 
altered. 

•  Rich  Hybels:  With  a  20  cab  company  this  is  a  piece  of  cake.  I'm  for  anything  to  make  it 
harder  for  the  cheaters.  The  word  roster  was  Vince  Simpson's  police  language. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  Do  you  have  different  databases? 

•  Rich  Hybels:  Its  one  spreadsheet. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  Can  you  send  us  this  information  electronically? 

•  Rich  Hybels:  Yes.  I  can  scan  it. 

•  Com  Breslin:  It  concerns  me  that  people  are  doing  this  different  ways. 
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•  Com  Gillespie:  If  they  fax  it  to  us  then  we  scan  it? 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  Yes. 

•  Marty  Smith:  We  break  it  down  from  gate  &  gas  and  leases,  it  only  takes  two  seconds. 
Every  new  driver  is  added  at  that  time.  When  I  was  running  Delta  we  posted  medallion 
holders,  driver  schedules,  everything  was  posted.  I'm  all  for  what  you  are  trying  to 
do. 

•  Mark  Gruberg:  This  does  not  present  a  problem  for  us.  I  don't  see  that  there  is  any 
really  crucial  need  to  make  the  rosters  available  on  a  weekly  basis.  What  makes  more 
sense  would  be  to  send  you  each  month  a  roster  of  everyone  who  drove  the  previous 
month.  I  have  a  little  bit  of  a  concern  about  sending  the  schedule  on  the  first  day  of  the 
month.  We  get  a  lot  of  shift  changes.  I  would  make  it  a  little  more  flexible  like  the  5th  of 
the  month. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  The  first  could  fall  on  a  Sunday  so  I  agree. 

•  Jim  Gillespie:  The  roster  would  include  all  the  drivers  and  leases. 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  What  we  are  finding  now  with  investigations  is  that  many  companies  do 
not  keep  a  schedule  and  are  not  complying.  Yellow  knows  what's  going,  Green  doesn't 
have  leases,  and  Luxor  has  a  log-in  system.  These  other  companies  aren't  keeping  the 
schedules.  Those  companies  need  to  be  cited.  There  is  going  to  be  a  lot  of  companies  that 
don't  take  responsibility  for  their  lease  drivers. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  Long  term  leases  are  the  reason  why  we  are  doing  this.  And  we  don't 
know  who  is  driving  that  cab. 

•  Marty  Smith:  There  are  master  sheets  that  are  ready  everyday  and  are  available  after 
every  shift. 

•  Com  Breslin:  Right  now  this  is  going  in  the  Color  Scheme  section. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  We  are  just  tightening  up  the  Color  Scheme  section. 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  It  says  current  driver  and  rosters. 

•  Com  Breslin:  Since  it's  a  problem,  I  also  want  to  pick  up  on  what  Jim  Gillespie  said 
about  penalties.  What  do  we  have  to  do  to  assess  penalties  after  not  submitting  by  the  5th 
of  the  month? 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  Right  now  these  penalties  are  classified  as  minor  violations.  You  can  make 
a  recommendation  to  the  MTA.  It  goes  from  $25-$  100  dollars. 

•  Com  Breslin:  That's  not  enough.  I  like  the  numbers  that  Jim  gave. 
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•  Dir  Thigpen:  Your  recommendation  is  to  increase  the  classification  and  to  have  higher 
fines.  I  really  want  to  find  a  way  to  help  Yellow  and  Luxor.  If  it's  computerized  GPS 
based  it  seems  like  a  better  way.  I  just  hadn't  seen  any  instances  of  a  GPS  being  falsified. 

•  Com  Breslin:  I  am  still  interested  in  sunseting  by  a  date  that  a  Color  Scheme  does  not 
have  to  keep  those  6  years. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  To  get  his  ball  rolling. 

•  Com  Oneto:  What  company  will  not  have  to  go  into  the  debit  card  system  after  we  move 
to  MTA? 

•  Com  Gillespie:  Even  though  I  threw  that  out  there,  we  need  another. 

•  Com  Oneto:  I  would  prefer  to  see  language  like  we  did  in  clean  taxi.  After  3  months 
down  the  road  we  can  see  if  MTA  wants  to  continue  this  process. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  Under  5A4  are  we  changing  rosters  to  scheduling? 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  What  is  the  six  years? 

•  Com  Gillespie:  Six  years  because  of  Daly  Ma. 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  It  will  be  5  out  of  6  years  starting  201 1 . 

•  Com  Breslin:  I  would  be  comfortable  keeping  the  six  years.  And  I  always  like  the 
progressive  reduction. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  I  would  get  rid  of  the  word  "reasonably"  in  the  last  sentence. 

•  Com  Breslin:  Can  you  work  language  of  a  progressive  reduction  as  Tom  suggested? 

•  Com  Gillespie:  Will  we  have  this  tonight? 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  Yes. 

•  Com  Breslin:  Will  you  also  include  the  MTA  to  pursue  more  serious  violations? 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  Yes. 

•  Com  Oneto:  Can  we  change  it  from  a  minor  to  a  major? 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  We  cannot,  class  1 186;  Board  of  Supervisors  had  to  pass  this  classification 
back  in  2004.  They  approved  all  of  the  fines,  and  the  board  would  have  to  approve  any 
changes.  I  know  it's  confusing  but  it  will  make  more  sense  once  you  see  the 
documentation. 
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•  Com  Breslin:  In  the  3rd  line  of  5H4  "vehicle  number  or  medallion  number,  if  different" 
the  medallion  holder  does  not  have  to  driver  their  own  cabs. 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  I  only  took  different  out  because  it  said  and/or. 

•  Com  Breslin:  I  would  just  take  away  the  "or". 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  It  should  say  the  commission  and  its  designee. 

•  Com  Breslin:  Motion  to  forward  to  commission 

•  Com  Gillespie:  Approved  motion 

•  Com  Oneto:  Second 

•  Com  Breslin:  This  will  go  forward  to  commission  tonight. 

6.  Consideration  of  Amendments  to  Sections  4.C,  5.K,  and  6.A.11  [DISCUSSION  AND 
POSSIBLE  ACTION] 

•  Com  Gillespie:  I  am  ok  to  continue  this  item. 

•  Com  Oneto:  It's  in  the  rules  that  there  should  only  be  three  layers. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  I  need  to  read  the  decision  of  Julie  Rosenberg. 

•  Tom  Owen:  You  cannot  discuss  that  now. 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  no  discussion  about  the  particular  case  cannot  be  discussed. 
***ITEM  CONTINUED 

7.  Consideration  of  Goals  for  Rules  Subcommittee  for  Next  Few  Months  [DISCUSSION 
AND  POSSIBLE  ACTION] 

•  Com  Breslin:  I  want  to  look  at  driving  requirements  and  training.  We  should  say  what 
we  felt  worked. 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  I  could  try  to  attract  some  of  the  school  trainers  to  have  them  come  speak. 

•  Com  Breslin:  I  think  if  we  could  get  the  current  documents  from  the  schools. 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  Like  a  current  syllabus. 

•  Com  Breslin:  I  think  we  should  do  brokers  and  license. 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  We  can  probably  do  two  meetings  in  January  and  two  in  February. 

•  Com  Oneto:  We  didn't  go  anywhere  with  dispatch  and  I  think  we  should  tackle  that. 
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•  Dir  Thigpen:  I  would  really  like  to  have  this  discussion  for  you  to  help  MTA  in  defining 
the  accountability.  The  way  the  rules  are  structured,  it's  all  on  the  medallions  holders; 
there  are  no  standards  at  all.  That  to  me  is  a  fundamental  flaw  in  the  way  we  look  at 
regulation. 

•  Com  Breslin:  I  have  to  think  about  what  that  really  means. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  I  agree  with  you  and  I  think  we  did  that  today  by  making  the  Color 
Schemes  accountable. 

•  Com  Breslin:  What  about  workers  compensation? 

•  Com  Gillespie:  I  think  we  have  rules  in  place  now  that  are  legal  and  we  are  in 
compliance  with  state  law.  Right  now  it's  pretty  clear  that  we  cannot  pass  a  law  about 
workers  compensation. 

•  Com  Breslin:  How  about  any  ideas  from  the  public? 
Public  Comment: 

•  Marty  Smith:  There  should  be  15  fleet  medallions  to  off  set  the  cost  to  run  these 
companies.  With  this  we  can  buy  brand  new  vehicles.  We  need  things  that  are  going  to 
help  the  industry. 

•  Rich  Hybels:  If  you  really  want  to  have  an  interesting  legacy,  no  K  medallion  will  be  a 
long  term  lease  period.  One  of  my  medallions  went  to  another  company  and  checked  off 
gas  and  gates.  If  you  really  want  to  see  more  hybrids  on  the  road,  let  us  decide  what  is 
cost  effective.  Right  now  I'm  under  a  lot  pressure.  My  suggestion  is  to  just  eliminate  all 
mileage  on  hybrids. 

•  Com  Oneto:  If  we  let  you  do  that  are  you  going  to  put  those  5  dollars  back  in  the  shift? 

•  Rich  Hybels:  No. 

•  Com  Breslin:  I  will  put  this  down  as  a  discussion. 

•  Jim  Gillespie:  To  support  Rich,  with  the  8  year  rule  he  is  saying  maybe  I  can  buy  a  three 
or  four  year  old  car  and  run  it  for  a  couple  years.  If  you're  going  to  consider  what  Rich 
was  asking  and  eliminate  the  beginning  mileage. 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  The  city  is  conducting  a  study  about  fleet  utilization.  I'm  trying  to 
convince  them  to  let  us  keep  it.  There  are  going  to  be  a  lot  of  vehicles  that  are  going  to  be 
sold  in  an  office.  I'm  trying  to  get  Ed  Lee  to  approve  that  they  can  be  sold  to  the  taxi 
industry  and  that  will  produce  more  availability. 

•  Mark  Gruberg:  It  seems  to  me  to  be  a  zero  sum  game  if  the  game  comes  on  the  street 
with  80k  miles  and  then  has  to  come  off  the  street.  It's  not  a  great  deal  to  have  initial 
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mileage.  Yellow  Cab  buys  new  vehicles  and  green  cab  does  as  well  and  this  will  be  cost 
effective  for  us.  Some  of  our  vehicle  has  100k  and  no  mechanical  problems.  From  a 
business  standpoint  it  makes  sense  to  buy  a  new  vehicle.  I  think  the  3  layer  rule  and  the 
discussion  of  brokers,  terminology  has  to  change  here,  its  way  to  vague.  It  doesn't  say 
what's  allowed  or  what's  prohibited.  These  rules  need  to  be  more  specific.  I  want  to  back 
up  Rich  Hybels  about  long  term  leases  with  K  medallions.  That  to  me  sounds  like  you  can 
go  out  with  a  bang.  Find  some  driver  who  is  going  to  purchase  and  maintain  a  vehicle, 
it's  against  the  spirit  of  prop  k.  This  is  a  reform  I  think  you  can  do  and  is  needed. 

•  Rich  Hybels:  there  are  not  a  lot  of  used  cars  available.  There  are  like  one  or  two  available 

•  Marty  Smith:  At  Luxor  we  are  55%  compliant  with  the  clean  air.  We  have  until  201 1  to 
come  into  compliance. 


8.  Adjournment.  2:05pm 
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Rules  and  Regulations  Subcommittee 

AGENDA 

January  30, 2009  at  12:30  p.m.  GOVERNMENT 

DOCUMENTS  DEPT 

City  Hall,l  Dr.  Carlton  B.  Goodlett  Place 

JAN  2  6  201? 

Room  408 

SAN  FRANCISCO 

1.  Call  to  Order/Roll  Call  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 

2.  General  Public  Comment  (Please  limit  public  comment  to  items  not  on  the  agenda) 

3.  Adoption  of  Minutes  from  the  November  20,  2008  Subcommittee  Meeting  [ACTION]  - 
(WRD) 

4.  Adoption  of  Minutes  from  the  December  9,  2008  Subcommittee  Meeting  [ACTION]  - 
(WRD) 

5.  Consideration  of  DRAFT  SFMTA  Motor  Vehicle  For  Hire  Regulations  [ACTION] 
***  Also  appeared  on  01/13/09  Commission  Calendar 

6.  Consideration  of  Leasing  Medallions  [  DISCUSSION  AND  POSSIBLE  ACTION] 

7.  Adjournment. 

Explore: 

•  SFMTA  Board 

•  SFMTA  CAC 

•  Transit  Meetings 

•  Bicycle  Meetings 
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Rules  and  Regulations  Subcommittee 

MINUTES 
January  30,  2009  at  10:30am 
City  Hall,l  Dr.  Carlton  B.  Goodlett  Place 
Room  408 

Present:  Breslin,  Oneto,  Gillespie 

Absent:  None 

Called  meeting  at  10:45  am 

1.  Call  to  Order/Roll  Call :  Quorum 

2.  General  Public  Comment  (Please  limit  public  comment  to  items  not  on  the  agenda): 

•  Com  Breslin:  This  is  the  very  last  meeting  so  anything  you  have  we  welcome. 

•  Rich  Hybels:  Thanks  for  letting  us  do  this. 

•  Unknown:  I  just  want  to  add  to  the  comments  that  Richard  made.  I  will  miss  you  guys. 

•  Com  Breslin:  Do  make  a  recommendation  to  have  a  subcommittee  to  work  out  some  of 
the  issues  we  have  with  the  drivers. 

3.  Adoption  of  Minutes  from  the  November  20,  2008  Subcommittee  Meeting  [ACTION]  : 

approved  without  objection 

4.  Adoption  of  Minutes  from  the  December  9,  2008  Subcommittee  Meeting  [ACTION]: 

approved  without  objection 
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5.      Consideration  of  Draft  SFMTA  Motor  Vehicle  for  Hire  Regulations 

•  Com  Breslin:  I  want  to  propose  that  we  work  this  out  as  a  discussion.  We  only  bring 
recommendations  to  the  commission. 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  Some  form  of  it  will  be  adopted  at  the  February  3rd  SFMTA  meeting. 
Chris  is  here  as  a  special  request.  My  only  comment  is  that  the  summary  suspension  has 
been  altered  and  I  and  Sgt.  Reynolds  feel  like  they  should  remain  the  same. 

•  Com  Breslin:  I  would  like  to  go  through  the  MTA  regulations.  What  we  would  like  to 
do  is  to  pose  certain  questions. 

•  Chris  Hayashi:  I  would  like  to  introduce  myself;  my  name  is  Chris  Hayashi  from 
SFMTA,  Director  of  Taxi  and  Accessible  Services. 

•  Rich  Hybels:  I  would  like  to  discuss  the  changes  of  rules  for  vehicle  mileage. 

•  Com  Breslin:  It's  not  a  part  of  the  recommendations 

•  Chris  Hayashi:  All  regulations  that  are  not  contained  in  this  small  document  will  be 
considered  in  the  future.  I  will  hold  meetings  at  1  S.  Van  Ness  so  people  can  comment  in 
the  future. 

•  Com  Breslin:  I'm  looking  at  the  summary  page  3,  section  4 A3;  no  person  may  hold  one 
or  more  taxi  permit.  I'm  assuming  those  grandfathered  issues  were  continued. 

•  Chris  Hayashi:  That  is  for  the  larger  set  regulations;  there  were  no  changes  intended 
there. 

•  Com  Breslin:  Section  4C,  4G,  2D-  to  remove  from  waiting  list  if  applicant  is  ineligible. 
Our  notification  process  doesn't  send  certified  mail.  What  type  of  notification  process 
does  MTA  have  in  mind? 

•  Chris  Hayashi:  I  had  not  really  thought  of  noticing  procedures. 

•  Com  Breslin:  It  just  seems  to  be  a  point  of  contention. 

•  Chris  Hayashi:  Notice  provisions  are  trying  to  get  more  public  notice.  It's  required  to 
be  posted  on  the  website,  main  library.  We  will  certainly  be  careful  with  noticing  that 
affect  their  application. 

•  Com  Breslin:  Key  personnel  requirements;  we  also  have  key  contact  that  we  authorized 
at  the  establishment.  I  just  want  to  bring  that  to  light,  if  the  notice  is  going  to  the  color 
scheme  that  its  understood  that  there  are  key  contacts  that  have  taken  responsibility  for 
the  color  scheme 

•  Tom  Oneto:  That's  in  the  77  page  regulations. 
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•  Chris  Hayashi:  It  is  useful  to  get  this  information  and  its  very  helpful 

•  Com  Breslin:  Section  4D3;  the  proposed  regulations  specify  that  a  permit  cannot  be 
issued  to  an  employee  of  SFMTA  or  City  and  County  of  San  Francisco  full  time 
employee.  Can  these  people  be  on  the  list  and  give  up  their  job  once  this  permit  is  offered 
to  them?  I  find  it  discriminatory. 

•  Chris  Hayashi:  SFMTA  issue  is  to  avoid  a  conflict  of  interest.  And  with  city  full  time 
jobs  it's  frowned  upon  for  taking  another  job.  I  can  see  circumstances  where  a  city 
employee  would  remove  themselves  from  their  job  to  get  a  permit. 

•  Com  Breslin:  I  can  understand  the  concept  for  salaried  employees  but  for  hourly 
employees. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  I  happen  to  agree  with  the  rule  as  it  is.  Steven  Lee  is  a  full  time 
employee  at  Muni.  I  agree  with  the  proposal.  I  don't  feel  like  they  should  be  holders  of 
permits.  800  hours  is  not  completely  a  full  time  job. 

•  Com  Oneto:  Its  2080  hours  a  year  is  fulltime.  Who  in  their  right  mind  will  give  up  a 
90%  pension  to  become  a  cab  driver? 

•  Com  Breslin:  I  know  there  is  a  strong  feeling  amongst  drivers,  I  just  think  it  sets  a 
precedence 

•  Chris  Hayashi:  A  Muni  operator  driving  in  addition  to  800  hours  becomes  a  high 
liability. 

•  Com  Breslin:  Physical  exams  are  being  required?  Will  these  be  enforced  on  a  bi-annual 
basis? 

•  Com  Gillespie:  This  rules  and  regulation  has  to  do  with  the  question  of  disability  and 
inability  to  drive,  I  agree  with  this  rule.  And  I  understand  that  Chris  doesn't  want  to  take  a 
position  right  now,  but  I  would  like  to  extend  my  support. 

•  Com  Breslin:  There  has  to  be  a  way  of  checks  and  balances.  Such  as  a  Time  Waiver  for 
physical  issues  for  a  certain  amount  of  time  off.  How  do  we  do  checks  and  balances  for 
those  that  are  not  putting  in  for  disability? 

•  Chris  Hayashi:  It  would  be  a  way  of  screening  people  who  are  not  able  to  drive.  Muni 
operators  have  drug  testing. 

•  Com  Oneto:  Every  two  years  drivers  need  a  physical  because  they  need  to  maintain  their 
"B"  license.  I'm  in  favor  of  some  type  of  physical. 

•  Com  Breslin:  I  agree  with  you,  but  we  are  not  talking  about  a  total  program  here.  Line 
15,  section  5A2;  this  brings  me  back  to  manager  designee. 
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•  Chris  Hayashi:  I  think  that  Dir  Thigpen  expressed  that.  I  don't  know  how  it  has  become 
a  problem  of  the  past.  We  need  to  know  who  we  can  contact  when  trying  to  reach  a 
permitee. 

•  Com  Breslin:  Section  5A10;  we  touched  on  that  in  our  meeting  a  little  bit.  I'm  not  sure 
that  I  understand  this. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  Distinguishing  between  taking  the  vehicle  off  the  street  and  the  driver 
taking  time  off.  As  long  as  they  meet  their  driving  requirement  it  doesn't  matter  when. 
Just  as  long  as  their  color  scheme  does.  Because  of  the  historical  circumstances,  vehicle 
doesn't  come  off  the  streets  for  any  serious  period  of  time,  as  far  as  the  driver  who  cares 
if  they  go  away  for  3  months,  it's  doesn't  matter.  The  city  doesn't  need  to  give  them 
permission. 

•  Com  Breslin:  I  think  this  is  mixing  up  operation  with  the  full  time  driving  requirement. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  I  think  this  is  one  area  that  the  MTA  can  work  on.  Have  something  for 
formality. 

•  Chris  Hayashi:  I'm  sold,  we  can  take  that  out.  I'm  not  in  favor  of  over  regulation.  As 
far  as  I'm  concerned  that  can  come  out. 

•  Com  Breslin:  Page  5  Section  9;  I  don't  think  we  had  that  before. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  I  don't  think  that  ramp  taxi  permit  holder  should  be  key  personnel.  They 
have  a  commitment  and  key  personnel  should  be  people  with  regular  permits. 

•  Chris  Hayashi:  There  was  an  individual  who  approached  me  who  is  trying  to  start  a 
color  scheme  and  is  meeting  all  the  requirements.  He  wanted  me  to  reconsider  that  rule.  I 
want  to  check  in  with  him  to  see  if  there  is  a  medium  ground. 

•  Com  Breslin:  So  that  is  in  consideration  to  flesh  it  out 

•  Chris  Hayashi:  Yes 

•  Com  Oneto:  I'm  not  in  favor  of  this  ramp  permit  to  be  key  personnel.  It's  a  part  of  why 
you  get  it  it's  because  you  agree  to  do  the  work.  That's  like  making  a  commitment  and 
then  turning  your  back  on  it. 

•  Com  Breslin:  Section  4,  5C3;  is  this  still  under  consideration? 

•  Chris  Hayashi:  These  are  all  under  consideration. 

•  Com  Breslin:  The  only  problem  I  see  is  that  to  meet  a  driving  a  requirement  they  don't 
have  to  drive  their  vehicle  and  this  is  their  reverse.  I  think  there  are  longer  shifts  than 
four  hours  and  I  don't  know  if  that  would  present  a  challenge  for  the  companies.  Are  you 
looking  for  more  frequent  inspections? 
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•  Com  Gillespie:  When  we  first  introduced  this  program,  I  think  the  whole  question  is,  do 
we  make  cameras  apart  of  the  whole  inspection  process?  A  lot  of  thought  needs  to  be  put 
into  this.  The  specification  should  go  into  something  separate  from  the  rules.  More  like  a 
handbook  and  make  sure  that  the  inspections  are  on  top  of  it.  These  vehicles  should  go 
up  on  a  lift,  which  they  currently  don't,  in  addition  to  road  test. 

•  Chris  Hayashi:  We  are  getting  expertise  from  cameras  on  buses.  MTA  has  in  house 
camera  expertise. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  If  we  make  this  yearly  a  part  of  the  GTU  inspection  it  will  help. 

•  Com  Breslin:  Page  12  under  the  eligibility  requirements  that  need  to  be  determined 
section  3b;  no  waiver  of  the  requirements  of  this  subsection  will  be  granted.  So  this  tells 
me  that  the  Time  waiver  would  be  done  away  with. 

•  Chris  Hayashi:  That  also  came  from  Dir  Thigpen  so  we  would  have  to  check  with  her 
for  that.  If  you'd  like  I  can  walk  you  through  the  short  versions.  These  regulations 
would  be  adopted  under  Prop  A,  Division  2,  Transportation  code  adopted  by  MTA  board. 
New  article  number  1 100,  1101  describes  the  types  of  permits  to  be  issued  (reviews 
summary  rules)  Part  two  of  that  section  excludes  certain  vehicles  operating  under  PCN 
vehicles  under  PUC. 

•  Com  Breslin:  I  understand  that  they  are  excluded  from  regulations  but  are  these  sections 
under  any  enforcement  as  a  protection  measure? 

•  Chris  Hayashi:  It's  not  in  any  version  of  the  regulations  right  now.  It  excludes  private 
ambulances,  rail  vehicles.  I  wasn't  sure  of  funeral  limos.  Section  B  1 100;  we  are  just 
trying  to  regulate  in  our  police  powers.  Subsection  C;  once  we  get  regulations  in  place 
they  will  be  provided  to  all  permitees.  Once  we  get  the  whole  set  put  together  we  will  get 
that  out  but  we  don't  know  exactly  when  all  this  will  be  done. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  To  change  from  taxi  to  accessible  taxi  means  that  it  is  accessible  to 
wheelchairs. 

•  Com  Breslin:  I  have  a  question  about  the  fees  too.  Maybe  I'm  wrong  but  I  thought  even 
some  fees  had  to  go  through  the  board  of  supervisors. 

•  Chris  Hayashi:  Prop  A  gives  SFMTA  exclusive  authority  over  fines  and  charges.  But 
there  has  to  be  a  public  hearing  before  any  fees  are  changed.  There  is  an  empty  section 
1103  for  permit  applications  and  eligibility.  As  we  discussed  at  the  full  board  meeting 
it's  not  fair  to  take  away  a  driver  car  if  they  are  going  to  visit  family. 

•  Com  Breslin:  Welcome  back  Dir  Thigpen:  We  went  through  a  number  of  the  summary' 
issues.  We  are  now  going  through  the  new  version  and  discussing  MTA.  should  hold  the 
driver  permit  if  they  are  not  terminated  with  the  color  scheme 
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•  Chris  Hayashi:  If  a  color  scheme  tells  us  that  they  ceased  affiliated,  we  expect  the  driver 
to  come  back  to  SFMTA. 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  When  this  was  brought  up  at  the  last  commission  meeting  you  mentioned 
that  they  would  turn  in  the  permit  and  file  it  at  MTA. 

•  Chris  Hayashi:  We  have  to  find  a  way  to  comply  with  state  law;  we  have  to  hash  that 
through. 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  We  can  have  it  turned  into  the  color  scheme  until  the  driver  gets  back. 

•  Com  Breslin:  If  they  are  terminated  the  color  scheme  notifies  MTA.  But  if  they  are 
taking  a  leave,  nobody  takes  it  from  them. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  People  who  don't  deserve  to  get  terminated,  for  the  city  to  take  their  A- 
card  as  a  result  of  that  is  not  fare.  I  think  we  should  think  about  changing  this  law. 

•  Chris  Hayashi:  Point  taken  we  will  talk  to  our  legislative  people  to  make  some  changes 
to  state  law. 

•  Com  Breslin:  I  agree  that  it  doesn't  sound  like  a  good  law  but  it  gives  leeway  for  a  driver 
to  find  a  new  home. 

•  Chris  Hayashi:  Drug  testing  requirement;  this  is  a  very  sticky  provision  that  we  have  to 
deal  with  and  it  should  be  revisited.  This  requirement  that  they  be  tested  as  a  condition  of 
renewal. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  I  know  what  the  city  is  trying  to  do.  What  about  people  with  cannibas 
cards?  If  someone  tests  positive  with  no  record,  will  they  lose  their  license?  I  have 

questions  about  the  5  amendment. 

•  Com  Breslin:  Sometimes  the  public  safety  outweighs  personal  privacy  being  violated 
because  they  have  a  choice  to  go  into  this  career  or  not. 

•  Chris  Hayashi:  Consequences  of  a  positive  result,  they  can  be  referred  to  a  substance 
abuse  professional  and  then  retest,  upon  negative  retest  they  can  continue  driving. 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  The  MTA  already  has  a  driver  program  set  up  for  its  Muni  operators. 

•  Chris  Hayashi:  Section  1 105-1 107  are  on  hold  right  now  for  a  more  substantive 
discussion.  There  will  be  a  public  hearing  once  a  year  to  discuss  if  there  will  be  more 
permits  issued. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  PCN  phrase  as  a  historical  story  behind  it.  The  idea  is  a  phrase  that  is 
used  all  over  the  country  and  an  attempt  to  give  an  objective  guideline.  I  would  argue  to 
put  it  back  in  because  it  was  a  progressive  reform  for  the  1930's. 
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•  Com  Oneto:  After  the  public  hearing  and  determination  you  have  "unappealable"  but  in 
the  new  summary  it's  not  there. 

•  Chris  Hayashi:  Yes,  that  should  be  added  back.  Thank  you  for  catching  that. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  Will  there  be  any  review. 

•  Chris  Hayashi:  It  can  be  appealed  to  a  matter  of  administrative. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  I  don't  want  to  completely  for  whatever  allowed  the  planning 
commission  to  come  in  with  an  EIR  that  still  needs  to  be  in  there. 

•  Tom  Owen:  CEQA  would  still  apply.  They  don't  look  at  the  policy  to  add  medallions. 

•  Com  Breslin:  There  would  be  a  need  for  more  medallions. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  Our  whole  clean  air  policy  is  based  on  1500  vehicles.  If  the  MTA 
decides  to  add  more  medallions,  that  has  to  be  added  in. 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  With  this  condensed  version  I  have  a  problem  right  now.  I  have  a  color 
scheme  operating  his  spare  and  regular  cab.  And  there  aren't  going  to  be  any  rules  in 
place  to  support  that. 

•  Chris  Hayashi:  Any  regulations  that  are  not  covered  will  remain  in  place. 

•  Com  Breslin:  In  the  whole  issue  of  transit  first.  Taxis  should  be  a  part  of  taxis  first.  And 
then  including  bicycles  as  well.  There  needs  to  be  a  way  to  have  accountability. 

•  Chris  Hayashi:  Regardless  of  the  signage  taxis  are  allowed  to  use  bus  only  lanes. 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  There  should  be  licenses  for  bikes 

•  Chris  Hayashi:  Section  1 109  just  covers  general  provisions;  it  always  deals  with  my 
division  and  the  hearing  divisions.  Presentation  of  evidence. 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  This  should  not  be  limited  to  taxis  and  accessible  services.  It  should  be 
everyone 

•  Chris  Hayashi:  We  can  change  that  language.  (Reviews  section)  public  comment  is  not 
allowed  for  disciplinary  and  summary  suspension  hearings.  Correct  that  so  it  does  not 
apply  to  the  issuance  of  medallion  hearings. 

•  Gillespie:  I  call  it  more  of  a  reform,  before  people  never  knew  who  was  getting 
medallions.  I  would  keep  that  process  as  transparent  as  possible. 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  The  public  comment  is  not  testimony.  It's  has  been  a  problem  in  the 
commission  meetings.  Other  people  have  witnessed  this  situation  and  have  additionally 
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reviewed  administrative  decisions.  As  far  as  what's  been  happening  at  the  present,  I 
thought  they  were  required.  I  tell  the  hearing  officer  to  allow  them  to  be  heard. 

•  Gillespie:  Testify  versus  Public  Comment. 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  They  can  be  asked  to  be  sworn  in.  With  the  way  this  is  phrased  both 
parties  have  5  days  to  submit  information. 

•  Breslin:  Tom  do  you  mind  commenting  on  the  legality  of  public  comment 

•  Tom  Owen:  Due  to  the  Brown  Act,  we  advised  that  public  comment  be  taken  but  it  is 
problematic.  It's  not  something  that  is  legally  required. 

•  Chris  Hayashi:  Any  person  that  has  information  can  come  straight  to  the  SFMTA.  In  my 
personal  opinion,  public  comment  remains  before  Brown  Act  processes.  Section  E  or 
general  hearings  (reviews  section).  Section  1110;  permit  issuance;  all  permits  have  to  be 
investigated.  (Reviews  section/subsections).  Section  1111,  disciplinary  (reviews 
section/subsections),  section  1112  summary  suspension. 

•  Com  Breslin:  At  our  Commission  we  discussed  that  this  can  be  overwritten  if  there  was 
cause  to  immediately  suspend  the  permit. 

•  Chris  Hayashi:  We  can  revisit  the  language  and  see  if  it's  required.  Final  section 
regarding  noticing.  All  public  notices  shall  be  posted  on  the  website  and  public  library 
for  no  less  than  3  days.  Section  1 1 14;  discusses  MTA  authority  to  increase  rate  of  fare 
and  cap  on  gate  fees. 

•  Com  Oneto:  In  the  permit  issuance  section  "any  interested  party  can  submit  a  written 
submission  within  5  days"  in  notice  section  it  says  3  days,  (top  of  page  10) 

•  Chris  Hayashi:  good  point,  we  will  reconcile  those. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  1 1 14  in  the  last  section  "at  sole  discretion"  that  means  that  MTA  is 
totally  responsible? 

•  Chris  Hayashi:  We  can  look  to  the  controller's  office  for  assistance.  But  SFMTA  has  a 
very  sophisticated  finance  division  that  we  can  work  with. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  I'm  okay  with  this,  I'm  just  asking. 

•  Chris  Hayashi:  Controllers  report  will  be  superseded  by  section  1111. 

•  Com  Breslin:  Thank  you  for  the  walk  through. 


Public  Comment: 
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Jane  Bolig:  I  appreciate  the  re-write  is  that  there  are  questions  answered  about  the  merger. 
PCN  and  Prop  K  go  undefined.  I  don't  know  what  CEQA  is. 

Chris  Hayashi:  California  Environmental  Quality  Act. 

Jane  Bolig:  One  of  the  hot  buttons  in  the  industry  is  cabs  and  bikes.  There  has  to  be  some 
way  to  make  us  feel  that  bikes  are  accountable  for  their  actions. 

Dir  Thigpen:  Next  meeting  the  rules  will  be  adopted. 

6.     Consideration  of  Leasing  Medallions 

Public  Comment: 

•  Jim  Gillespie:  I  don't  have  any  comments  until  we  know  what  we  are  going  to  discuss 

•  Com  Breslin:  We  were  talking  about  brokering  license.  Maybe  this  should  be  tabled  for 
the  commission  to  discuss. 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  This  was  placed  here  because  the  commission  wanted  to  talk  about  these 
things.  It  might  be  helpful  to  have  this  discussion  about  4C1 . 

•  Tom  Oneto:  I  read  the  larger  packet  of  the  MTA  rules  so  I  agree  with  what  they  have  in 
their  leasing  rules. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  I  read  the  long  version  of  Section  2. 1  like  what  I  read  in  the  77  page 
version.  I  know  that  MTA  is  going  to  go  forward.  If  you  want  us  to  endorse  it,  maybe  we 
can  just  read  it. 

•  Com  Breslin:  We  have  the  78  page  document  that  was  first  presented  to  the  at  the  last 
commission  meeting.  In  that  document  they  covered  leases.  And  Commissioner  Gillespie 
and  Oneto  agreed  with  the  way  it  was  written. 

•  Com  Oneto:  Page  26-27  of  the  78  page  MTA  Regulations,  #5  permit  conditions. 

•  Dir  Thigpen:  There  really  aren't  a  lot  of  changes  to  the  current  rules  it's  just  fleshed  out. 

•  Com  Gillespie:  I  hope  this  handles  the  "sub  leasing"  issue. 

•  Jane  Bolig:  Here's  what  I  understand,  the  recommendations  that  were  produced  by  CH 

•  Com  Breslin:  The  document  presented  by  Chris  will  be  adopted  by  MTA. 

•  Jane  Bolig:  I  have  a  couple  of  feelings,  I  don't  know  if  I'm  being  coherent,  [f  this  is 
about  the  brokers,  in  that  sense  I  agree  and  I  have  somewhat  of  a  reservation  about  going 
over  something  that  is  so  substantial.  I  haven't  really  got  a  chance  to  look  over  this. 
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•  Com  Breslin:  This  is  going  to  the  full  commission.  The  Rules  Subcommittee  is  coming 
to  a  close  now 

7.  Public  Comment  (for  anything  not  on  the  agenda) 

•  Charles  Rathbone:  I'm  here  at  the  advertised  time.  Was  there  anything  that  happened  in 
the  last  two  hours? 

•  Com  Breslin:  Adopted  minutes,  brief  public  comment.  Again,  we  apologize  for  the  error 
on  the  time  of  the  meeting.  The  body  of  the  meeting  was  going  through  a  summary  and 
CH  went  through  it  line  by  line.  The  consideration  of  leasing  medallions  was  on  here 
because  of  previous  discussion  about  that.  They  are  not  putting  that  up  for  a  vote  and  it 
will  be  addressed  later.  And  we  are  asking  the  ED  to  bring  it  back  to  the  commission 

•  Charles  Rathbone:  Very  briefly,  thank  you  to  each  of  you  for  your  hard  work 

•  Mark  Gruberg:  I  would  also  thank  you  for  your  work.  I  don't  know  what  action  was 
taken.  No  harm  no  foul. 

•  Gillespie:  Any  of  our  existing  rules  that  are  not  included  in  the  13  page  summary 
presented  by  CH  will  still  be  affecting  until  they  consider  it  themselves. 

•  Com  Breslin:  I  would  like  to  thank  the  members  of  the  committee,  Dir  Thigpen,  Chris 
Hayashi  for  joining  us  today,  Danelle  Carey  and  the  public. 

8.  Adjournment. 
Explore: 

•  SFMTA  Board 

•  SFMTA  CAC 

•  Transit  Meetings 

•  Bicycle  Meetings 

•  Livable  Streets 

•  Taxi  Meetings 

•  Walk  Meetings 

•  Parking  Meetings 

•  Traffic  Meetings 
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